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THE TRIBUNE DATED WOV"MBER 27, 1984, pag31,001.1-2-_ 


GURU-XA-BAGH INQJIRY 


fhe Guru-ka-Bagh incidents fora @ unique chapter: 
in the history of the Akali struggle in the Punjabd, exhibi- 
tine, they do, the spirit of self-sacrifice and unflinching 
detormination of the Akalis on the one handf, and the 
excesg3e3 of an irrasponsible buraaucracy on the other. 
The forbearance and solf-restr int displayed by the Akaslis 
in the faca of unprovoked violencs by the police, and 
the mianer in which they braved day after day the cruel 
treatment meted out to them by the constabwlary are, 
indeed, without a parallel in the history of recont times, 
Specail importance, therefore, naturally attaches to the 
report of the Conmittee appointed by the All-India 
Congress Vorking Committee to ingnire into the whole affair, 
The Committae consisted of fiv> distinguished public mun 
of the coutry, none of whom had had anything, directiy 
or indirectly, to do with the Akali agitation of which the 
incidan s which formed the subject mater of the ingury 
ware an off-shoot. Four of the members of the Committee 
were eminint Wak ava: one of them being an ax-Advocata- 
Genor.l of Madras; while the fifth was a European, This 
independant Committes examined 953 many as 110 witnesaas 
and went through a larg? mas? of documents; and after a 
careful and protracted investigation 1% haa coms to con- 
clusions which are antiraly in accord with the views 
cf thosa who witnessed the gruesome occur enc-3 from 
day to lay, The Conmitteae has attached the graitest 
possi dly Weight to every argument advanced by Governmant 
in Sapo’ of the insean3sote exr289.7 of its of fictais 
and haS made every possible allowance for the exigencies 
of tha situction 

Ag to the attituie of tre Akalis throughout 


th is effair, there vas navar any doubt, as even thair 
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Soeverest detractors admitted thsair strict adherance to 
non-violence, This is what the Committees finds on thie 
point :- 
Ur, Maepheraun axamined in tha case Crown 
Versus Mentad Syngh and 8 others, already 
referred to, degoses: "I -a3 not aurprised 
to see the non-violent cauractor of tre 
jathas. I expscted it. I gous that the 
S;khs' non-violence of charactor was not the 
‘result of a shw of Police Foreca but of the vow 
which they have taken to -2ain non-violent, 
Non vil-nce ane a portion of the dail, vow of the 
Akalis," On this an ambiguous admission of the 
Officer Who was in charge of tha operations of 
disyersing, there could not be a shared of 
axcusa@, not th: flimsiest of pratexts, for the 
story thet these aAkali jatnas ware likely to 


cause a disturbanue of tha publich peacr 


Ag to the oont ention of the Govaernmant that the. 
minimum forc: Was used, the opinion of the Committge is 
equally emphatic, Making evary allowance for the possi big 


lity of con8cious or unconactous exaggeration and procseading 


1 


on the a3sumption that the Pulice wi:sra antitled to disperse 
the Akali3, the Committae comes to thea foliowing Sonia 
Sionst - 

We are all Cltarly and emphatically of opinion 


toat the fo-ce used Was excessive on all 


occasions and on soma Was cruelly exc:ssive, It 
was certainly not required by tha nacessities of | 
the sgituagtin, The Phlic> arrested and prose- 
cuted Ajralis befora the tock to this forcible 
dispersal, «aid When thay atopoed it, they again 
took to arrest and prosecution, The Akalies 


sought arrest,Tye orderly arrang ment of Jathas 
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in rows of two, thrae or tor men, 018 behind 
the other, and their sitting iscwn with foldsa 
hands singing hymns aS soo as they Were eatopp- 
ed prove conclusively that the Police had only 
to tell then to hold thensav -s under ar-vast 
ana they vould havs silently and cheerfully 
marched to jail. The unitad testimony of the 
numerous Witness s makas us come to thea 
conclusion that the obdbjoct of the Governuant 


was not dispursal, 


In face of thse overwhelming and wnmistakbala 
evidence of the excas3es pe‘rpatrated by thePolice at 
Guruka Bah, tha Comnittea coud not possibly hava coma 
to any other concdusinn; nor would it hava ben possibile 
for it to frame those conclusion n3 in mora restrained 
lanzuigs than that actually employod by it, 

The Prioune dited November 26, 1924, page 7,¢ols,1-2, 

THY HINDU-MUSL IM PRO LEM... 2, . 


(Introduction) - by Lala Lajpat Rai. 


After the above Was written on board the ship 
during my voyage to India, I hws had further corrobo- 
ration of statcmonts made in what I nave seen , read 
and observed since my landing at Bomiay, on the 18th 
of Gots ber. 1924, The two shocking newa which I heard 
immediately on laniting Yara abut the “ohat tragedy 
end Mahatma Gandhi's fast, Tha most disconcarting 
featurs of the former y>7 tha total anigratin of the 
Hindus from Kohat, out of fear of further Muslim 
attsckh3, I am net at present prapared to assert what the 
respective liabil‘.ies of tha two comunities wera in 


regavd to this tr osady, but ~ have no doubt in my mind 


that the Governmant has throuwhwt shown such uttsr 
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inefficiency and incompetency as stands unique in the 
history of British rule in india, I am not very much 
anamoured of British rule, or for the m&ter of that of 
any foreign rule, and inspite of my great admiratio for 
British character I hav> been a life-long critic of the 
British administrstion, Yet I always balieved that the 
one justification for British Rule in India was its 
ability to proégect the minorities ani to guarantee naace 
and security to them under any circumstances, Tha 8pecta- 
cle of a Whele community of abs ut 3,500 men, women and 
children marching away from their homes to distant places 
under Govarnmsnt trans ort arrangaments and with Govorn-~ 
mnt hely, for fear of being annihtlat:a by an infuriated 
Majority is however, a Concl wive prosf of tha falsity 
of ths belisf, beacause it can only mean one of the two 
things -. either the insincerity or thse ineffici ancy of 
British officials , at least in ths North Vest Frontiar 
Province, I wili aSswe here for the purnosss of th is 
argumant that the Hyndus of Kohat wera, in the first 
instance, to blame, and that they had provoked the Myha- 
madans of a f.tal atsack on Shem; still it wae the duty 
of the British Government to keep the Hindus in Kohat, to 
ep beet tham from further molastation by the Muhammadans 
at any cost, to restora orde. and paace and then to 
proceed to trr and punish the guilty persons, Paactically 

shat the suthorities considered themselvas 
what happenad «% Ko at was that/ov.rpowarei ini incapable 
of granting tne necesigry Security to the Hindus, We 
have often hoard of lynch law, What ts lynch law? Fh 
ig nothing alaa but the porversion of the ordinary 
cygurse of justice and the orev nting of ths authorities 
from procasding according to lav, «as not the hapnaning 
at Kohat an iliustr:tion of tha sane tandency? The lam 
demands tha evary accueed parson should be fully proteac- 


ted from mola3tatisn by nia accuser3, until a court had 
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found h‘m guilty and sentenced him legally. assuming that 
the Hindus of Kohat were inthe position of accused per- 
Bons, it was the duty of the Government to arrest tham 

and kaep them in safe custody until they could be placed 
vofore a court of justice and regularly trial, The British 
Government admittedly failed to do this at Kohat, Even 
aseuming that the Hindus wantei to go away for fear of their 
livas, it was the duty of the Governm2nt to dissuade them, 


and provide sufficient military security to enadle thom to 


— a ee Se 


stay in thetr homas, Ny one wants to l7av-> his home and 


proparty in the way the Kohat Hinius did, unless he relt 


that Lis lif owas tm wo longer 32f:, This particular 
4ncident has disclosod a naw phase of the communal strife, 
Bras od ooo oil 4 Ft dsasahh which shruld be parétéiubarly 
noted by those who Want to patch uo and create an 
appearance of unity withowt going to the root of the 
prodl om, 

Ag rogard3 Mahatma Gandni'sa fast, it is an open 
secret that tre daesscratinn of Hidu temples, one after 
another , at Amatnoi, Gulburga, Kohat and other plac-s, and 
the tragedy of Konat gave him 3uch a shock that he consid- 
era it his duty to undergo a panance for his misundsr- 
standing and mishandling the Hindu-luslim 3ituation during 
the last three ,ears, For the first time he felt mi@arabiis 
at tae thought the he, who hal etriven his bast to obtain 
Hindu coopsrati-n for the saving of the Mohammadan "temple" 
Khil:fat,hadi to sea desecration of Hindu temples by tens, 
in most Cases without any provocation, at the hands of 
Mohanmadeans, The sanse of halplessness and disappointment 
generated ty this shock tmpelled him to im>rose a purifi- 
catory penance of 21 days'A fast on him, in the hope that 
woijst he purified himself of any sin th# he nicht have 
coumitted unconsstloulsy he would be able to create an 


atmoshere which mizht sive opvortuniti-as of improving Hindu 
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Muslim relations, My first feeling was ono of disapproval. 
On reaching Delhi, however, I fe1t that the impulse which 
forced hin to take the vo® cold not parhap3s be satisfied 
othw wise.Simil ar was my faslineg abut the Unitz Conferenca 
#d4k# I do not think tae Unitay Conferznce has soived the 
Pp wmdblem or could possibly solve it, but on the whole, it 
has been usefwl in paving the way for tharight undor- 
standing of the problem with its various complicatiisns and 
imolications, Mahatma Gnadai is now resolved to devote tha 
best part of his energies, time and attention to the solu. 
tionof this problem. From tha vottom of my heart I wish 
him guccasg, dut he will not succeed unl e83 he devotes 
himself wholehenrtddly to the understanding of the real 
causes that wuadektpx underlie the present situation, and 
Scrupulously av2ids proceeding on assumptions and pre- 
@unptione engander d vy affactianate rel ations with 
friends, and Wall-msaning but in-ffactual professions of 
devotion on thoir part, He must adopt a scientific att itude 3 
towards t2is Guat tion and proceed by scientifie mathods 
to find out the root causes of trouble and its nofsible 
solutions, I have resigned my position of leaderskin in 
the Congro33 in oreer to ve free to sxpress mysalf. I an 
going to speak the truth and the whole truth plainiy and 
untrammlled voy any delicate fealing «zbout the resvonsivdi- 
Litiesof 1 amsdership, and unaffactad by what any one migh* 
think of me, Anyhody ma. criticise ms, but IT will not 
enter into controversies, ' have considered Lt necassary 
to say alltnis before I start giving expression to my 
Views on the een n 
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The Tribuns dated November 28, 1924, para 2, ¢018,1-2, 
THE HINDU-MUSLIM PROBLEM~ IL 


(By Lala Lajoat Rai) 


In the dis z3sions at the Unity Confermeas held 
at Dalhi onothing struck me very forcibly, That was the 
fact that so many of the ablest ani most patrirtic 
Nohammiden youngmon as wel; 28 a few hindus wers obsessed 
With the idea of "absolute rights", Time aftor time it 
was said that tho Muhamradene had an inharent right to 
Slaughter cows andi that th.t right could cnly ba curtailed 
by their oWn voluntary sacr’fice, It was on the bvasis of 
"absol we right" that drat resolutions had actually been 
prepared by a number of youngmen who counted among them 
Bome of tha most brilliart and self-sacrificing workers 
in the Congress organization. And yat, ag I have pointed 
out mora than once, the id-a f absolute rights is a 
fallacio woone and has really nop fom ation inlaw, Pandit 
Motilal Nehru, the President, also took Satine to exnlain 
the @eme point of view. I eam not quite 3ure, howaver, that 
the explaniztions Were eats satisfactory and as the idea 
Scans to me to be shared by a largs number of men, I would 
like to dval with it at some length, 

No ABSOLWS RIGHTS 

I contend thet there is no such thing as an 

abeglute right vested in any individual or in any commu- 


nity forming part of a nation; that ail rights are rel div 


th at no Society can Tamain intact aven for 24 hours on the] 
basis of absoluta rignts, that the idaga of absclute rizhts. 
Was explodsi long ago, vecausg it Was found to be not 
only Wrons in thaeroy but pernisious in prutice, I have no 
desire to encumber this vaper with quotations from the 
writings of great thinkers and LlagiSlators of the Vast. 
The point seema to me to be So Sim 1s as not to require 


much labouring, All organ ieéséeat relations depend upon 
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the mutual obligations of tra member® composing the 
Organism, No pav't of the organien has any absolute right. 
Firatly, all tha rights of an individual are Subjact to 
the equal rights of others, which fact creates duties and 
obdligatin»as on the part of the diffarcnt mambers of a soci- 
ty towanls aach other, In & well ordered Social organ ism 
no one has a rieht to do any thing which will wirnasonably 
Clash with the legal interests of any one else, Nay, in 
order to sSscure gi@dwill and progress, the more advancad 
menbere of a 8ceci2l organism have gometimas to go furhkher 
and sacrifica thels interests for tre common weel, or 
for tha ben £1t of the other memoers -f the community, 
The protection of the poor, solicitude for providing for 
the n-cessities of those Who can not look after thonselves 
the Wiaovs, the orphans, the Llind, the lume, the aged, 
the minor ots. all fali uwnder this cat sory. 
DUTIS VERSUS RIGHTS 
Them was q time in the history of Zurope 
when gra.t enphi9is wa® laid on the rights of man, That was 
tie tims of the Franch Revolution, Thomas Paints "Rights 
of man® was a ty ical reflection of the ment nity of that 
generation, Wathin less than fifty yrars it was fowmd that 
the theory wes entirely fall .cious and ¢ rnicias, Magzini's | 
"Duties of Man” was a comriete and convincing reply to 
Pain's "Rights of Mant, Phe French Revolution was based on 
tha Riekts of Man and sha con3tisution begins with the de- 
claratia of the rights of man, The American constitution 
makas the @-ne attempt. In actual practice, however, the 
rights a& are anbjrct vo graeat Limitations in both. Take 
for sxampl%, the liberty of spsach and the libertyof the 
press whichare guaranteed by both tha constitutions. Can 
any one, in his 4-n-‘$s, contand that sither the French or 
toe American Government is in the least daterved from 
curtailing these rights Whenoevar it thinks it best in the 


interest of the nation to do uno? I havpenad to be in the 
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United Stat 2s eee the war, and I saw with my own eyes 
how the so-c:lled fundamental rights guaranteed to the 
peopl«c by the constitutionwers taken away by them under 
one pretence or ancther, either by Fedaral, Lagislation or 
by the actinn of the vovernment. Bwervy cne seems to hive 
the right not to be ferced to fight against his will. Yet 
during the Great Var, thie right wa dan ied by all the se- 
veral Covernmonts concerned and every where peopls were 
forced into the army against their will. Bverybody ‘snows 
what a great fight the conaciantious objectors heal to make, 
against this curtaliment cf thetr Ancailead rigat and the 
sufferings Which thay Were made, in consequancse, to under- 
go, An individual may hare an absoluta right to think wht 
he Wishes, but the moment it comas to the expression of the’! 
thought in spa«ch and a*tion, his right 1s hetgad round by 
conditions and limitations, This 1s the legal and the con- 
etitutioral aspect of the qigstion, As regard3 its eth ical 
asyeot, it i3 absolutely clear that it 4a nobler to enpha- 
size duties rather than rishts, Peopla, who insist on ri- 
gnote rather than duties bscome selfish, proud and self- 
concent+rad, Those who emphszise duties, sie quite the 
rev-rse, fhe high st dev opment of humanity and of tha 
eplrit of service reguires greater emphasis bring laid 
on duties than on righta, That is the t aching of almost 
all the great religions of the world if properly undoar-. 
stood and rightly Interpreted, That 13s tha teaching of 
Buches, Christ and Gandhi, It ta also the laSson of actual 


da,-to-day exoerience, It ig sart dnw productive of in- 


finitely wreaber good in 2 community if its members ara 
ing ired by theideal of doing nothing watch may be painful 
to othar moemdara, svanif this maans ths denial to them- 

Selves of Boma of thatr so-called rights, Anyway ona thine: 
ia cartain . No manbsr of a Bociety can be allowad to ex- 


ercisSe his rights in such a Way as to clash with thea just 
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rights of others, The two ri-chts must ba so adjusted and 
co-realat @ that thay iaane be exarcis2d without doing 
injury to eam other, 

IDBAL OF DUTI S ESSEATIaL TO UNITY 

I wa? really astonished to find that some of those 
youngm nwho have dDarnin tha clog33st touch with Mahatma 
Gandhi, shoald nade been found harping on this doctrine of 
rights, vecau-e as already stated Git as waa pointed out 
at tae Coiference itself by Nr, Rajagopalacharye, his tsa- 
chin 183 obvinuslybdased acte on the doctrine of Duties than 
on thst of righ s. I wowd advise my young cimtryman to 
think over this question x little more deapl7, to read the 
literature ny tha subject a littla nae carefully, and to f 
free thonselves from the obsassion of this pernicious doc- 
trina of rishts. Unless this igs done, there iB no hope for 


1 
unity inIn@ia, Ya must alvays remembar that wa are a Sort | 
t 
| 


freedom.Such a comtry can never winits freedom, or, having 


of poliy-giot natio, much lass homogoncous than any of those 


Furop a7 or Western Nat ‘ons who hava had tofight for their 


won freedom, can never maintain it unlass the vartous 
commun ties composing its people are inspired more by 


the ideal of dutiss than of rights, No unity is possible | 


if ovory one mnsists mn his pound of flash, and without 
unity thare is no Pssden. 
Zhe Tribune datad Novembar 30, 1924, paz2 2,7, copl-2/1-4 
HINDU-KUSLIM PROBLEM -- III | 
(By Lala Lejpat Rail 
LAND OF MANY KEL ‘GINS “> | 
All thc@s who aim at cr-a lng a United Initia, 
should remember that India is a land of many faiths and an 


religions; that these faiths and religions again, are 
dividad ths sections and subsections; that thasea sactions, 


ani Subdsactions practise numerous raligious obsarvance, 
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coramonials and rituals and that some of those rituals 
and that some of th se ritusls and observances co flict 
withons another. It is impoeribl: for any Governmant to 
Suaraniee to all th a9 velivion3, sxc'tons and sub- 
Bactions, full and comol ate freedom in ths matter of the 
observenca of all thetr rituals and cersemonials especially 
when they arain conflict with one anothir. Seme of th ce 
ceromonia2ls and oS rvancas, moYreover, are inhuman, cruel 
and immor2]. To insist upon, and to emphasise the right 
of every community, Small or large, td a strict and full 
Obs9rvan73 of ail thair reiigiou»s rituals and ceremonials 
is, therefore, a sl ar imp-suibilitiz, desides being 
ai rect: y opno :3d to the it so”* a United India. The Brit‘ sh 
Government, in s8pt%e of Lhs professions of reli-ious nev 
trality haves, from time to time, intarferad in the matter 
of religious practices; for example thay stopned by 


legirlation the Inhumin practicas of sati and infanticide — 


which Hinu orthodoxy contended sac a part of its religion, i 
THE RSFOR! MOV BISNT 

It i3 not my purzos9 here to citer into details | 

but a student sf the relizioas of Iqgiila will easily do able. 


to confirm my statemant tuat thr advent of Brit sh rile in 


India, followai oy a diffusicn of westorn knowl edge and 
Western 3ctencas and accompanriad by a ravival of the study 
of Sanskrit and Arabic, led to a numoor af religious reforn, 
movements being started, in order to purge the religions 

of India of all such superstitions and axcesses as had 
been engerndaercd in them by centuri-s of iznorance and 
blind faith, In the light of thoir naw knowle@g9, paople j 


found that many of tha rites and csromonials and 0 bser- 


vances practised in the name of a raligion were not 
sanctioned vy tha scrivtures of that religim and wore 
opposed to the spirit »f tha fowundars 4:54 the early exp- 


oinderas of that Paith. It cun not, however, ba den iad that 
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thera ary communitics in Iygdia who still beliave in the 
necrwstty and efficacy of varinw xinds of rites andi 
csremoniala whici are positively inhuman and immoral. So- 
ciety cannot interf-re with the b-liefs of any one, dut no 
progressive society can ellew such prectices to be carried 
on vith impunity aven in the nace of religion as arg 
ravoltins to th: sense of humanity and mowvslity of the 
vast bulk of ite membars, Even allowing the largest 
possibis liberty in the matter of religious obSsrvane-s 


no nation can for all time tolerate such practicss. 


RATIONAL ISI‘NG RW IG TON 

Fram & policica) potnt of view it is all tus 
mo re n20353ar7 that -esligious differences bea narrowed 
doWn, It 43 nbvinus th. if av rons in India is, 23 of 
right, antitled to vractiso in the numa of religion, what- 
ever he veal tieves to be a part of his faith no unity is 
possible, The id e@ of a Unitsd India damands that enpha- 
sig Should be 1laid@ more on the vnints on Which different 
-eligions agree than on tha difference -s that divide trem, 
The idea of a United Intia n ce3searily demands, thearofore, 
the rationalising of religion and religiow practices to 


the furthest extent possible, The claim that ever, one 


has a right to fwi md wnr-stricsted observance of sil that 
he del eves to b2 a vart of Lis relzion can not poasidly 
stand the tast of analy3is. Not only ie ever, one's right 
Limlied by tha just vights of others, but insistancs on 
the obss3cvance of conflictin,; oe pemon eens has to te 
actively Giscouraged and @ll guch ideas based on false 
notions of religion as increase hatred, getrange one comm- 
unity from another, and cre~:e barriars vaetwaen cdiff erent 
communities and thus maka communal esnscioreness nore eit 


and bitter, have to ve grednally eliminated. 
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PEITY DIFF ERENCES MAGNIFIED : 


Unfortunately for us even religious reform 
movem mts in India have in some cases t.kean a wrong turn, 
They have brought into prominance the observance of very 
many rites and ceremonies which do not form an integral 
part of the rel igioms concerned and have nothing to do 
with Dparma, Com munal conse ousness, again, has come to be 
synominow with the obSarvance of such petty ceremonials 
as perpetuate differences and form a 8olid wall separating 
one community from another, The Arya Samaj, the Muhammadan 
reform movement and Sikh reform movement all illustrate 
this tendency and it can not be denied that ‘ahtma Gand 
himsalf and the Khilafat movement, of which ha was tha 


strongest pillar, hava also accantuated this feeling. 


MAHATYA GANDHI, A PUZ2L3 

Mahatma Gandhi's personality 1s, to a certain 
extent, @ puzzl* In practice he is a liberal of liberals 
and a bro adminded humanitsrian. He declares wito uchadil ity 
to bveainhuman and is eiedced to root it out, in spite of 
the fact tht tens of millions of Hindus regard it as an 
essential part of thir religion. In theory, on the other 
hand, he sometimes seems to be supporting narrowmindedn 8s 
even superstitious sectarianism in soma of ite aspects. 
This has brought about a reaction and has given a new life 
to those Pandits and Maulvies who, before his advent, were 
fast losing influsnce among their respective communities, 
The result is that within the last three or four yaars, 
ere sectarians hav become more dvigoted than they were 
ever before, and Muhammaden and Sikh sectarians still more 
80.The reactionaries amongst the followers of thasea 
Gélievons have again coms into power and are sxarcising 
a baneful inflwnce in keeping the communiti:s apart from 
each other, and in bringing into prominance very man? petty 
ns peevanaee practised in the name of religion, and 
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calculated to divide instead of witing the several 


communities, 
THE KHILAFAT MOVENENT 


I have no intention of offending any body's 
Suscaptibilities, but if the existing conditions are 
“properly analysed it will be sean that sectarianism and 
narrow-minded bigotry have been vary much Strengthened 
within the last three years. The Khilafat movam ant haa 
particularly strengthenad it anong tha Muhammadans, and 
it has not bean without its infl wance and reaction on tha 
Hindus and Sikhs, We do not ignore ths imoortant part which 
communal representation under the Reforms scheme has 
played in bringing into existenée strong communal 
consciousness, thus making the relations between tha two 
principal communitios more acute and bitter than ever be- 
fore, but our present concern is with this particular 


a®pect of the matter. 
ESSENTIALS aND NONE‘ SENTIALS 


If we really and honestly want a United India 
we,i.e, the different realizious communities in the country 
shall have to make a clear distinetion between essentials 
and non-essentials in eligion. Full religious freadom 
does not mean or imply full and unfettered liberty in the 


matter of observances and practices which affect the 


just rights of other communities or Sthieerive dntaee their 
feelings. Tha assertion of such a right, aithar individual : 
or communal and and the belief that the British Governman ‘| 
will onforce tha weasels of such a right, has done a gret 
deal of mis hief in India, Take, for exsmple, the casa of 
the North-West Frontier Province, In a village where the 
powWation is 99 per cent Muhammadan and oddly 1 per cant 


Hindu, the assertion by a Hindu of nis right to carry 
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idol in proceS8sion along the streets of the village 

there many mosques are situated, would be an ertremely 
foolish act. The assertion of tha right of Sacrificing 

cow by a MuSlim in a place like Ajudhia, Mathura, Bindraban 
or Hardwar Would be of the 8ane nature, Unhappily the 
British rde has encouragel both Hindus and Mohammed ans 

to assert guch rights an’ to fight if they are denied, 


The philosonhy of individualism and the idea of absolute 


rel gious freedom, both of which, as I hav> already pointed 
out, in an earlier article, are wholly wrong and which in 

Indi2 are at the present time directly traceable to British 
rule, have taken such a firm root in the minds of In ii ans 
that it i® pla ing & havoc in all phases of our national 

life; and consequently the first step torards the creation | 
of a real national life Wouwd be a widaspraad propaganda 
carried on to educate public opinion in matters of this 

kind on right lines. To me it is an wipleasant paradox in 
thie connection and a puzzling commentary on the pruseant 
situation that men and women who break avory day of thair 
lives almost every canon of Hinduism or Islam by acts of 
omission or commission, Should not only po8e 28 leaders of | 
their raspective communities but should actually beaccaptead 
a8 Buch, | 

HINDU-MUSLIM PROBSLM - IIlI 
(No absolute freedom) 

The sum total of my reasoning is this, that one 
of the causes of the present tension dvetween Hndus and 
Muhammadans has been the unfortunate revival of tha idea of 
absol wie freedom in the matter of ralgious observances, Ag 
I hav alre:zdy said, no one can interfere with or qua®tion 
the belief of another, Such belief 18 entirely thea con--rn 
of theindividual ‘a0 long a8 it does not enforces itself 
in action, But when we come to observances we have to 


consider the environment in which We live aniin the 
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interest of peace and neaighbourly good will, to avoid 
Social collision, have to sacrifice a certain amount of 
our freedom, 
A MISCHIEVOUS IDEA 

In &® country like India, to inculcate the idea 
that every religious practifie 30 far observed or presumed 
to be sanctioned or enjoined by one's faith, is holy and 
Sacred and WAG ene eables is, in my humbie judgment, mi ach- 
fevous, and requir:s to e@ counteracted. At the preaasnt 
stage of its development India requires more of rationalism 
and tol@atdonthan orthodoxy andbigotry. Unhanvoily during 
the 1 ast decade we have craated an atmosvhere which smalls 
more of orthodoxy andbigotry than of rationaligm and 
toleration, The nom-cooveration movemant itself has ma— 
terially contributed to the creation of this atmosoch ra, 
It wa unfortunate that the Khilafat movement in India 
8ho Wd have taken lite stand on @ religio s rather than 
political basis, Thare W re political growmds to support 
it, It was still more unfortunate that Mahatma Gandhi and | 
the leaders of the Khilafat movement showd have brought ; 
rbligion into such prominence ‘tn comnaction with a 
movement which was reAlly and Padowdnemiay more politi-~- | 
Cal than religious, The desire to seask religions 
Sanction for the various items of the non-cooneration ae 
gramme was ¢$4#hG+es another great blunder. It led dir- 
ectly to the revival of a sactarian zeal and to tha 
re-enthroning of influences and forcess which wate antago- 
nistic to the idea of a united India. Non-co-coperation 
which was based on the idea of Hy ndu-“‘yslim wmity, thus 
became one >of the forces favouring disunity. Never before 


did I see educated Hindus, Mussalmans and Sykhe attaching 


NE — cages ee 


80 greit an imoortance to insignificant and petty things 
in the name of religion as they do now, Shastras and 


Sharia:s hav been studied and requisitiored only to 


i 
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create an atmosphere of narrome-ssa and bigotry. I hava 
seen yowmg Muslim gentlemen being visgorousl, attacked by 
Mailvis for daring to shave their beards, and all India 


saw the spectacie of a Myslim President attempting to 


Stop the playing of instrumental music at an annual mecting 
of the National Congras3. Ye have heard of many more 
amusing claims being put forvard in the name of religion, 
which could never have been imagined before, the 1 ast 
fou vyaars, by the way, have brought into existance a 
lagion of Maulanas, Pandits and Gyan is whom no one had 
ever credited with aay religious sanctity or 8piritual 
prastiga, 

UNTOUCHABILITY 


I meson no offence to ng one, but I am 
stating these facts to illustrate my point, Take, for 
instance, the playing of music be ore mosques, In my 
experience of the last forty yers I hadnever felt that 
the question was of any importance at all and yot I hadbaeg. 
& constant reaier of neWspapers, and a faithful observer 
of epotte: It is similarly a matter of pain to me to notic 
that e one of the most vroadminded Hindus who have travelle 
all over the world should kaw feel the necessity of 
observing any sort of untouchability towards Muham-atans, 
You can not expect India to be ever politically united 
as @ Bingle nation, a3 long as there are Indians who 
believe th ¢ it 1s againt theirreligion to drink water or 
eat food touched by a awnen indu, I remamber a greit Samaj 
leader once danouncing Congressmen for ha ing g@01da thair 
religion for thesake of unity and the selling consi sted 
in fhis opinion, in their freely eating and ielneing with 
the Mybammadans, The fact is that a large number of Hindu 
and Muslims who profess a desire for Hindu-Musiim unity 
and who talk of a wnited India, do not realize that 


unity has a price which they will have to pay before it 
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can be adhiaved. I do not maintain that either Hindus or 
Myshammadans should sacrifice the essentials of their 
Tel igion re the sake of unity. For me, parsonally, the 
essentials of Dharma are vory fav, indeed, and thay are 
such a8 make for unity not onty in India but througho ut 


tha world. But I have no right to and do not expect thit the 


lage body o$ Hindus and Myhamnadens will share my viow 
a5 this point. I must, however, say fronkly that’ unity is 
& dream never to ba realised unless Hindus and Muhamadans, 
Sqkhs and Christians, maka up their minds to be more libe- 
Tal and rational intheir religious and social life than 
they at presmt ara, 
RELIGION AND POLITICS 

The narrow religious atmosphere which at pra- 
8 nt dominates Hindu and Myhammadan and Sikh communal 
life is fatal to tha idea of a united India, and the 
Sooner the leaders of all these communities raalize tha 
truth the better for us all. I can not subscribe to the 
Proposition that either Hinduism or Islam is so narrow as 
to make it impossible for the followers of the t¥o 
rel igions tobecome politically united, To be frank, we will) 


have to follow Euronve in this matter if We really desire | 
political freedom, Beliginmust be divorced from politics 


Social 16 must de broadened and political life based only 
on bro .d national policy. I don't mean to say that ral igi if 
should be divorced from our Lives or that our voliticeal ! 
structure be divorced of raligious influenes inthe hizcher : 
sense of the term, Healthy religio.s influences ara saan 
tedly necassary for the development of character, personal 
as Well as national, I say nothing against religion or 
Dharma inthis sense, but I do mam that ceremonial aspect 
of religion should sae be the concern of individuals 


or of communities® and showd notbe permitted to create 


barriers or political distinctions between the followers 
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soso | 


of different religions’ or batween different religions 
communities aa guch, 

Since writing the above, I have re-read Mahatma 
G,ndhi's articles on Hinduism and on Hindu and Mus} im 
Unity, His views on Hinduism are fairly liberal, however 
much one may differ from his axplanation of the c:ste 
sy atem and from hisinterpretation of the worship of cow, 
In one of his articles he says: "I hold that we may not 
dignify every trifle into deter of deep religious 
importance"; and furthar $#In all non-essential mattors, a 
H pda must yleld for the asking", Ag an instance of non- 
esfentials he remarks: - "One can osslily apprecti ate the 


\ 
Musalman sentimant ofhaving solamn silence near a mosque 


the whole of 24 hours," In the whole of his writ ing s tr 
hwe failed to come across ono sentence Where he administert 
similar admonition to the Muslims, His pleadings for the 
protection of cow ara couche ina different style. hhavw 
coms across other observations, somewhere to the effact 
that he would not have either of the communities give away 
even a title of their religious faith for the Sake at 


un ity, \ 


foi 


The Tribune dated Dacmber 3, 1984, pao 2, col, -1-2y | 
HINDUWMUSLIM PROBLEM - IV , 
Theo baervations made in the last article Taisa 
Beveral cognate questions, which may profitably be dis- 
cussed before we come to the political and sconomic i 
aspects of the problem, Ara the Hindu and Muhamaden 
Tel igions and cul tures so findam-ntally different, or to 
be more exact, 80 antagonistic, as to make their followars 
naturally and instinctively hostile to each other? If so, 
what chances ara th ere of ou baing able to bring about a 


unity between the twot. 
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HINDUISM 

It is said that Hindutsm is not a dogma, that 
it is almost impossible to define it, that it is a 
System of life of whichcaste is an seaaad ver feature; and 
that as long as caste is there, it is impossible to make 
1t sufficiently tolerant and progressive, 30 as to make 
unity and cuoperation with other religious communitias 
either easy or even possible. Yot it is an admitted fact 
that in spite of a rigia caste system and a rigid code of 
Bocial moral ity,induism i393 the most tolerant of all the 
great raligtons of the world. Hinduism doas not ridicules 
or despise other peonle's veliefs or faiths; nay it does 
not qusstion other people's right to follow their own f 
faithand attain spiritual Satisfaction thereby. It lays 
no excmsive claim to be the only royal road to Salvation, 
It is not out to convert other perple and thernby save them 
from hell or perdition, In fat 1¢ exprasslylays down thé 
for different people, in different stages of /AAAFf physical 
mehtal and spiritual developments, there are diffe rent 
ways of approaching God and obtaining Batisfactimand sal- 
vation, To its own followers it allows the fullest freedom 


to believe what they like and to worship as they pleas>, 


\ 
\ 
\ 


CASTE SYSTiM IN MELTING -0OT 


Even its rigis Social cods and its caste syst on 
are in the melting pot, While formerly Hindu society allowed 
its mambers to go out of it, nay actuslly expelled and out- 
casted them on tha slightest pretext and on tha flimsiest ‘ 
possible gromd, at the present moment it is prepared to 
make all kinds of allowance s for the disragard of its social" 
code by its members and is anxious to keap them within its ' 
fold.There Was a time when high caste families, rich, 


influential and cultured, were ovtcasted and thrown out 


of Hindu society on the most intaagible grounds, out of 
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Bhaer suspicion and bigotry. Now even open bdeef-eaters 

ave tolerated, excused and honwred, There are numero us 

men and women in Hindu Soctety, honoured and respected 
members of it, who openlydefy and violate the most im-or- 
tant canons of its Social code -~ men who have not only 
married out of caste but even foreigners, men who eat 
prohibited food and make no Secret of it, who t ke prohi- 
bited drinks without any efforts to conceal the fact, men 
who ridicule the Vedas and are atheists. We find that amon- 
gst these latter ara some of tha most notable leaders of 


Hindu society. How canwa exDlain this strange change? To 


what is this due, and what does this signify? To my mind the 
change indicates the roealization by tha society and its 
memvers of a higher Hindtism which is above forms and 
formalities -- a culture that is more of the mind and of th 
Soirit than cynsisting in eating, drinking or even marrying, 
Slong certain accepted lines, It is this realizatin which 
makes men and women who have risen abome forms and formulas 
to still feel proud of Hinduism to be anxious for its assu- 
red continuance in their country for the benafit of their 
children and their children's children, It is this reali- 
gati nwhichexplains the phenomenon of veaf-esters, husbands 
of fordgn women, scoffers of the Vedas, inshort, extremely 
unorthodox and outwardly «n-Hindu people champion the cause 
of Hgndulem, standine Shoulder to shoviilder with the orthodox 
in the defence of their banter. shrines, festivals customs 
ete, and resenting as stron :ly as the lattor, the attacks 

of non-Hindu missionaries, preachers and prosletys.rs on 
Hinduism and Hindu community, But there is anothar reason. 
also which e-mla ne the phenomenon. Phe material and poli- 
tical prospects of thia class are bound up with those of 
the rest of their community. It was not so very long ago 
that many of these people dissociated themselvas from the 
great vulk of the Hindus, while some of them openly said 


rather withpride, that they were not Hindus. The recog- 


4 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


- 23 - 
nition by Government of the communal system changed the 
Bituation,They found that except as Hindus they had no 
status and their children would have none uniees thaycho - 
to adopt Islam. This theynot prepared to do. So, willy 
nilly, they had to decl are themsalves Hindus and saakspt$s¢ 
Selections from general non-Noslim consittuencitas, basing 


their claim on their championshin of Hindu rizthts3. 


TSLawM 

Unlike Hinduism, Islam is a faith of dogmas 
and doctrines. Eyery Muhamadan must b-Lieve not ee in 
the exist nce of God without a second (La Allah Ti Allah) 
but also that Muhamad was His pro phet and that the \\ 
Quran is his final word, He must also beliasve, according 
to the orthodox school, that Muhammad was the last of ths 
prophate and whatever he said and did is binding on all 
his faithful followers, Thre have been axeuuidexs of f 
Talam who hare tried to raise it to a kind of high 
occultism, but their efforts have not met with any conei- 
derable success, and Iglem remains, to all intents and 
purnoses, With the majority of its followers, what it has 
dean all through centurfies past. My Muslim fr ionde will 
pardon me if I venture to say that too great an insistence 
- on dogma has been ths bane of Islam, the cause of ite 
politic] downf113, and thit wiiess it is given up, it 
will stand in tha Way of Islam ever regainins ite 16a 
positionas a world-wide political factor, Islam is as much 
divided ani sub-divided into sactions and factions as | 


Christisnity once was and perhaps to this day is, 


ISLAM AND ToOLERA.ION 
The division and gub-division of Hindu society 
into sects have one redeeming feature, The g n-ral tole 
rance of Hinduism prevents then from destroying exh 


other. History shows that this can not be said of Islam, 
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Religious intolerance of the severest kind has been a 
handmaid of chivalry, bravery, zeal, leartiing and plety 
among the Myslims throughout Musiim history. Three out of 
the four first Khalifas were murderai by thdir followhéd 
Maslims. The pages of Muslim history are £:01 of similar 
acts done by religiow zeszlota or politcal adventurers. 
One Would have thought that racent events in Turkey and 
Egypt wo id Lave chastened Islan at lo st in this respect. 
But the stoning to death of an Ahmedia by the orders of 
the Governm3nt of Kabul and the avprov 1 of that barvaro us 
act by some of the most vrominant and etlucated leaders of 
Muslim India have shown thit the canker is still thoara 
and has not lost an iota of its original violence, Egypt 
and Turkey, however, seem to be in a different mood, It 
appears that they, at any rate, nave= realized ths 
necessity of marching with the times and making a clegr 
distinction between essentials and non-essentialis, 
The Indian ieiianse? may GQil them "bad MuSsalmanaa, 
vut they d> ant care as long as they can retain and protact 
their political freedom, A religiously "bad Mussalman" 
(A Turkish Jationalist told me that an Indian MusSsalman 
once called him a bad Musalman, because he occasional ly 
took a peg) is an infinitely vetver person than a Mussalman 
who bows his head to a foreign power and who prates of his 
"Shara to perpetuate bis bondage, The “bad MusSsalmans of 
India who, though professing great regard for tha most 
m insignificant and minor details of "Shara" and "Hadi" 
are willing tools of a foreign bur-aucracy and are 
purchasing vlaces and preferments for thenselvas and 
their fellow MussSalmans by resorting to various quastion- 
able means, It 13 «a sign of the timss that while Mus salman 
piety finds such sloguent expression in its fighta with 


Hiniuiam it is dumb and powerl as in ths presence of 
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leaders who openlydefy, by acts of omission and conmission, 
some of tha most sacred ecwons of Ielamic Law, Is it not 

a fact that just as in the ca:: of Hindus, Muslims accept 
a$ leaders, men who do not veliove inthe infallibility 

of the Quaran, Who disclaim any faith in "Hadis" and 
"Figah", who openly and undisguisadly drink wine, eat 
bacon, do not say prayers and do not observe fast inthe 
month of Ramzan, not to mention minor matters, such as 
their opinions abnut patdah p ko ping beard eto? It 

comas to this then what while Hindus and Mussalmans are 
Prepared to be led by men Who openly flow all the sacrad 
e-nons of their respectiva £ itha they are not prepared 

to relax by a hair's breadth the severity of their 

customs and rituals and observanc $8, in order to live in 
peace and neighbourly good-will with one another, A 

united India will mean freedom for both Hindus and 
Musalmans but they prefer the satrict observance of the most 
futile and whacessential eiansns of their resvect ive 
faiths to freedom, Is this not a sight for the gods to 


ween over? 


THE Re, IGIO WS CANKER, 

t an firmly convinced thut we can not 
creato a united India ana can not win Swaraj in any shape, 
unless the religious canker is removed. "Mazhabd4 (in its 
narrowidé## sense) as my beloved friend Stokas often 
reminds me, 1s the curse of India, and as long as it rules 
supreme, there te no hope for India. The idea that we can 
remain "good iH ndus" and "good Musalmans" in the 
narrowest sansa of these of terns, and yet win S¥araj, 
4s inmy judgment, an absurd ons. It has done a lot of 
mischief within the last four years. I still believes tha: 
we do not need to depart in any manner or degree from 


the trus and essential] a-irit of Islam and Hynduism in 


order to ba free and united. Thars are good and true 
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Christians, Roman Catholics and Protestants, Presbyter- 
fans and Anglicans, Jaws and Gentiles ih Great Jritain, 
France and Gertany, but the earnestness of their religiouw 
faith does not prevent their being fraa citizens of their 
respective Chanietwe. A hundred years ago, who cowd hava 
imagin ed hat @ JeW wowd one day b3a the Prime Minister of 
Great Britain, another a Sacretary of State, and a third 
a Viceroy of India? 

The Jews are perhaps tha smallest religious 
community in Graat Britain. They never claimed any special 
representation in Parliament or any specific share of 
Governmant posts. In fact about 150 years ago the comuunal 
conscio wness of the Roman Catholics and Protestants in 
Great Britain was ae ken and exclusiva as that of the 
Hindus and Musgalmans to-day. For 3 long time thse Roman 
Catholics were exeluwied from Parliament and cowd not va 
employed in any Government office, and still thay never 
cl simad any Special representation. Now all these disabil i- 
ties hava deen removed andRoman cuties, equally with the 
Protastants, holi the highest positions in the State In 
this mattor the axample of Great Britain has ben followed 
in ali the great cowtries of Turope@ and in the United 
States of America, and the result is what we see. I am 
certain in my mind that Turkey, Egrpt and Syria are going 
to do tha Same thing, and if thay do not, they will never 
ve frae, Does any one expect India to. be the only exception 
to the rua? 

The Tribun> dated December 5, 1924, pac: 2/7, col.1-2/ 4. 
HINDI MUSLIM PROBE, - Y, 
(By Lala Lajpat Rai) 


The considerations urged in the last article 


are so important and relevant that I will not apologise for | 


laying further emphasis upon tham. Every possible effort 


should be made (a) to integrate the different rel igtons 
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as much as possible by emphasizing thepoints on which 


thay agree, by eliminating non-essantisis and by ras- 
tricting essential differences within tha narrowest 
limits, 

(bv) to remove a1] barriers to free social intercourse 
between the communities, which do not go to the root of 


any onets faith, 
HINDU UNTOUCHABIES 


Let us take the ou:stion of untouchadility. I 
find no sanction for it in the H,ndu Shestras, I find no 
mention of it in history, Ae far as the Hindu untouchables 
are concerned, moet sensidle Hindus are agreed that in t 
‘their cass, at least, it is senseless, inhuman and into~ 
-Leravie, because of the fact of thair daing followers of 
the sana religion and nen bers of the sama comunity as the 
go-crlled higher castes,Soms of the advanced reformers 
like the Aryt Samajists are prep3red to at once raise 
them highin tha Social scale by investing them with the 
sraered thread and starting interdining and int er-marrying 
with them, Eyen the most orthodox are in many cases 
yrapared to lat them on their floor, to admit them in ga 
conzon Schools and to remove 411 outward and palpable 
Signs of pollution by touch. In thaitr case, at least, 

| untouchability is doomed and will, I believe, disappear in 
@ very Short time. The ultra orthodox will no doubdt foam 
fret , opposes and resist. dere and thera they witil 


outc .ste and break social relation®s with the reforeers. 


Sut the nunver of toe latter is so larg> already and ia 


i 
{ 


groring $9 much larger and larger as to reduce the orthodox 


to impotence, Take tha case of Mahatma Gandhi or of Sgth 


Jamnalal Bajaj or of Swami Sqardhanand or of L,Hansraj. Eas 
Has the orthodox Hindu community the will and the poWer 


to excommunicat» them and throw them out of the pale of 


Hinduism? I am not in favo uw of forcing p2ce and 
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and -ounding tha feelingw and the susceptidilities of the 
orthodox, but I know that in this respect at least 


orthodoxy is doomed, Its days are literallynwmbered, 
NON~HINDY UNTO UCHABL 2S 


In the case of non-Hindus, untouchadil ity takes 
a different shapa, In their case, no pollution by touch is 
recognised, But it is not allowed to eat or drink food or 
wator touchad by them, This practice 4g alS30 doomed. Ag I 
have @aid, I cen find no authority for it in the Hyndu 
Shastras, It was probably based on the liza of non-coopa~ 
ration with foreign rulers who happened to ve veef-ocatars, 
It was good and effective aa long as the Muslims in India | 
were the enemies of tha people or their conqusrors, and 
and tha R,nius could hopa to turn them ow by ostabdlishing 
a Hindu R2j. It 18 no longer possible, Tha snaomi es of tha 
8th to 16th centuries form an important vo wlation today. 
They ara noither foraigners nor mlers, Raectally thay are 
inthe vast majority of c tas, the bon? of ow bore ands the 
flesh of our fl ash, Formerly, & H ndu who once drank water 
or ate food touch d by a Mussalman was immediataly lost 
to Hinduism, never agsin to return to its fold, Thanks to 
Gurn Goiind Syneh, Swami Dayanand and other reformers that 
idea has been exploded and exploded for good, Ey -n born 
Muhamnadans can now ba admitted into Hindu socisty. Under 
the cirowmstances there i8 no excuse now for continuing 
or perpatuating this prejudice, But prejulices like thase 
taca time to die. Dia it must, why not then haaten to 
Best toy 4t by active afforta,. I kmow that some disting ai- 


shad Hindus will taka aexcaption to my statement and may 


even danounca ma for it. But I an out to speak wh .t I be- 


“Liava to be the truth an. the whols truth, It is absol.rtely 
necaasary for producing an atmosphere ofneal ‘hbourly good 
Will and for craating a United Indix that the oxiating 

prejudices should ba givan up. fou can not make @ unit -d 
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nation of commmities between Whom Such barriers in the 
matter of Social intercourse 2ra recognised and enforce -d, 
Moreover, the atslition of tie practics will v4 useful to 
Hinduism in an other way. It will remove all fears of 
forced conversion by making a Hyndu drink water or eat 
food touched by a Muslim, It may be noted that I am advo- 
cating the removal of the restriction as a barrier and 


not the necas-ary introduction of intardining. 


THE "KAFIR* THEORY, 

Tare anohter cs, an equally laportant matter, 
Thare was a time when in the eyes of the Muslims 211 
Hindus wore K firs and it was implicitly beliaved that the 
property and the women f a Kafir were jegal prizes of 
war for @ Muslim. The times ara changad and with it the 
conception of a Kafir must b3 changed. No Hgandu who bel ie- 
ves in and Worshios ona God, can, by any stretch of 
languaze be called a X,fir unlass tha definition of a Kafir 
be taat avery non-Muslim is a Kafir. In the e7 es of a larga! 
number of Mu%lims the latter is tha right definition of a 
Kafir ani according to "Ulemas" even those Muslims are 
Kafirs whe, although believing in Allah and His prophet, 
do n>t follow other tenets of Islam. #3 understood and 
interpreted by them, For example, they pronounced sir Syed 
ayaa to be @ Kafir and they denowice the followers of 
Mirza of Qadian also as Kafirs. If they are right, then 
H.,H, the Aga Kpan is tho bigsest “Kafir" and so are 
Ghagi Mustaf,_ Kamal Pasha and pea Pasha also. If then 
their definition of a Kafir is right, there can be no 
peace batween them and thea rest of the world. In that case 
All this talk of Hind iw-Muslim Unity is superficial, absurd 
and hypocritical. In tha course of the non-co-operation 
campaign, some of tae Ujemas cited particular Navyatet 
(sections) of theguran to prove that Muslims could enter 


into lawful agreament With such non-Muslims as Were 
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friendly toware them, against those who Were in imically 
disposed towards then, browht filro and aword into the 
homes of the latter and othurwite injured them. Now to ve 
raat, this kind of spsxciel plendins does not appeal to 
my intellect. It is not & mechanical union of this kind 
that will make a nation of us, WHat is nea -ded is a chsmical | 
union, Are the Hindus "Kafirs"? If thay are, all talk of 


unity betwaen Hindus and Muslaman; ia absurd, 


NSD OF CHANGE .F Hs iD 
No Mufaiman or body of Musimans in India or 

oxutaida as any right or authority to dind other “ywSlmans. 
Lewlars cone and go; thare ts no 28 in India who can Speak 
intnename of the whole KuSlim community. The pact of Luck- 
now had no value or binding forca unieas3 it was accepted 
by Governmont nd embodied in lav. No agreenent saxt made 
or arrived at a meating of the Congress or Knilafat has 
any »vinding legal value, Ao eutae agra dad to by the presen’ 
ledaers or even tha JamiatulUlsna can be questioned by any 
other Muslim and with even greater forca by the succeeding 
ganes tations, Even an agresa”eant emvodicd in law or formi g 
part of a declsratin of rights is of no Dinding valua on 
the future ganerations of Hindus ani Muslims, Lava change 
withthe Lawmekers. A law male today may de no ot ofvalue 
50 R& Youes hanes. Under the circumstane 8, agreements 
or pacts Won't take ae suffici ntly far. That is needed is 
a "ch nge of heart®, all afforts of ths present ganeration 
of Maal im laaders should be directad to removing thea idea 


that the Hinius are Kaffirs, 


RESPONSIBILITY OF MAJLVIS 

Ordinarily, the relatimne of ‘indus and 
‘uselmang in villages and small tovns sare most cordial. 
The present tension is the devclonment of the last 50 


years, But what has hapvnened during tha last 3 years, has 
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‘beGten @11 reco rd. Some people are of opinion th # special 
efforts hays bacn made to bring about this state of things 
to prove that Indiais unfit for Swareaj and that no further 
advanca is safe in the matter of po litical reforms, In 

| certein guarters thera is a tendency to throw the entire 
responsibility on the officials of the foreign Government, 
Whila sharing the belicf that the latter have had a hand 

in lt, I cannot halp saying that Muslim dawvies , Maulanas 
and Ag3ociations have nad a much larger, in fact a lion's 
share, in it, thouzh,of course , it is not meant that the 
H,ndus are gwite innocent, The fact th t wherever there hav 
baen riots bvetwoon Hindus and Musalmans, the lat er have 
looted the doener: desecrated their temples and assaulted 

. thatr women, detrays the widespread diffusion of the idea 
that the Hindus are "Kgfirs!" that the Muslims are in a x 
state of war with them, and that in fighting them,thair 
property and wasn are "halal" for the Muslims, There are 
Some persons who x& maintain that this has been the work of 
Goondas, I say, no! The riots have bam insnirea by 
cleverer brains than those of the Go:ndas they have been 

on curagid and supported by influential people. It is 

only the actual outrages that havo been committed by 


Goonéas, fanatics and poor peovle, 


DUTY OF MUSLI. LWAD™TRS 
An estimable Musi im leader has propowded the 


theory that the fact that the H,nius are rich and the 


4 


Muslims ars poor, explains these riots, Assuming the 


explanatiin to bes correct,now do s he *xplain the irra- 


buttable fact that the poor Musalmans do not loot their 
| 


rich fellow religionists? Tha real eepianatdon ie that the. 
Latter are Muslims and the Hindus ara “affirs, This Sea 
has bean rubbad ito the mind of the Muslim mussee and 
Musi in middle classes, by claver propagsndists and 


infiImaential laaders, It is the duty of thy Muslim natio- 
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nalict leaders to inaugurate and saeee on an extensive 
propsganca to dastroy thisnotion and to impress on tha 
minds of their coreligionists tha truth that Hindus are 
not Kaffire andi that oven o1 tha occasion of fights and 
euarrels, their tem-1les their women and their prope rty 


are inviolable and unassailable. 


The Tribune dated Dacgmber 7, 1924, page 2,col.1-3. 


HINDU MUSLIM PROBLEM - VI 
(By Lala Lajput Rai) 

COMMUNAL REP TESENTAT ION 

In this article I provose to trace the history 
of the evolution of the idea of Communsl Rapresentati a. 
and separate communal intere sts. It was in the seventies 
of the 19th cantury that the movamont for the establish- 
ment of the M,A.O.College at Aligsrh was started and it 
. eie-wndes the same tima thet the Arys Sqnaj was fo mded. 
The idea of a united India was present to the minds of 
tre fowders of both when thoy met at Delhi on the 
occasion of the Imperial Durbar of 1977, But they soon 
found out thet it Was impossitie to unite India on tha 
vasis of a common faith. The indian Nytional Congrass 
had not then come into existence, ani the idsa at back of 
Sir Syed's niu was to found an institution which would 
en@ole Indian Muhammadans to maxe u; for lost time in the 
max acquisition of that west ern knowledge which was, 
in his eyes, sine gua non of wordly prosperity vo th 
under the Government and otherwisr, 

THE ALIGARH COLLMS 

Sir vad was materially helped and supported in 
the develcpment of his idea dy influential Hindus, Rich 
Hindus and Hindu princes liberally subscribed to tha 
funds of the Aligarh M,A,0.Collegs. But thea liea of a 


denominational collegs naecessarily carries with it 


emphasis on communal characteristics ani communal 
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glories, It unavoidatly inc-eases communal c» aciousness, 
So it was here, agzin, the saccess and tha nowWarity of 
Aligarh Coll ago denended larg lyon its alumni finding high 
and lucrative posts wider Government, At first the graat 
Syedi'a personal influemee vith the hiv~h of iciale aufficed 
for the purpose, but 1¢ was soon found that it was 
unnecessary to supvlemmt i+ by insistenes on communal 
claims, Tyus compsrative statistics of Hindus and /us] ime 
in Government services became a churactersitic faature of 
the deliberations of the Myh tmadan Zeucational Confer cnce 
even in its early dys. Sir Syed was 9 grant religious and 
So cial reformer. By M8 liberal expositions of Islam and by 
his attempts so rationalize Isiam he drew upon himself 
the wrath of tha “‘yslim Ulsmas, and they raised a storm of 
prejudice against him, His strength lay in his alliance 
with the Govornmant. Whiaar the idea of this ailiance had 
taken hold of his mind even dOofora the Indian National 
Congress was foundad, cinnot be definitely asBerted. What 
4s certain is that vft-r the foundation of the later it 
be-mo wa definite articia of his political creed.Thus the 
Aligsyrh school of Myhaimadins became char cteristically 


anti-Hindu ond pro-Government. 


TIE ARTA SAMAJ 

On the other hand, the Arya Senaj activitios in 
the Punjab browht into evintenes-« cofmunity of Hindus wh 
began to lay emmhasis on the Zio ci es of anciant India and 
@isSo on the cutrages committed on Hindus and Tindu tamples 
etc. by Muslim rulers. These Arya Samajists borrowed their 
ideas of nolitical freedom from the writings of Thon as 
Paine, Joseh Wazzini Guorge Washington etc, They at-enpt 
624 to unite Hindus against non-Hqndus both Christians and 
Nuslims. The D,ALV, Colleges dood for Hqndu unity, Hindu 


progress and Hindu consolidation, Tyus cama into axistenc 
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the two classes of Hyndus and Muslims who stood for 
sharply divided communal consciousness and communal 
consolidation with only thie dif fermce that wh le one 
preached the cult of political freedom, the other 
preached that of alliance with the ruling power. This 
difference became tha foundation of that fire of es- 
Neaneweent which has Since burst into flames and now 
threatens to reduce to ashes all hopes’ of a united India, 
The Aligarh educated Muslims on the one hand and the 
Arya Samajista on the other have, Since then, been the 


doughty standard- bearers of their respective faiths, 


DEMAND FOR COMMUNAL REPRESENT aTI CN 

The demand for communal representation and 
Separate electaowates on the partof Muslims was the 
next natural step in their march towards exclusive 
communal progress. The Governmant, on its side, fowd 
a natural and welcome aliy in Syr Syed and his school 
of Muslins, demands for special representation both 
in the Legislatures and the Services, The "political 
importance" of the Hyslims 4180 assumad the rank of a 
War-cry. Hindus all over India resented this, but none 
mo re vehemently than those of the U.P, and the Punjab. 
To those who want to trace the development and growth 
of this idea, the early volumes of the "Comrade" will 


furnieh an interesting and illuminating study, 


PAN-ISL AMISM 
What Was at the root of the claim about the 
political importance of the Myslime? The fact that they 
had been the rulers of India for centuries and also the 
fact that th ore still existed several independent Muslim 
States outside India, It is a well-known historical 
fact that Sir Syed himself was opposed to thse Muslims 


of India sending any help to the Turks in the war with 
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Russia in 1877-78. I don't know if he Was a Pan- 

Islamist. I am inclined to think that ha was not. In 

any case, he was 8trongly opreged to the idea if the 

Indian My limes meddling with the affairs of outside 

Muslim States, Haten Muslims, however, soon found out 

that Great Britain, like other European powers, was only 

as much interested in the independent M,Slim states 

as it suited its Imperial interests, Suspicions began 

to be entertained that perhaps the attitude of the Ipdian 

Government towards Indian MuSlims was only a neurotic 

to prevent them from taking any active interest in the 

affairs of My8lim States o utside India, The alliance 

of the -ducated Myslims with the Government had its 

natural influence upon the massea, The classes and 

the masses were both permeated with the idoa that the 

Government was the r friend and anti-Hqndu, There were 

European officials who rubbed it into their conscience 


as much as they could, 


THE REACTION 

But the reaction was bound to come. It cama 
in two Ways, Firstly, the My8lims began to raise their 
dema ds wp so high that even the Governmant found it 
impossible to meet them, Secondly, the gradual fall and 
dismemberment of the Muslim empires of Turkey and Egypt 
opened the eyot of Indian Myslims as to the value of 
British friendship, First came the occupation of Egypt; 
then came the rapid contruction of the Turkish Empire 
by the loss of its Christian provinces; next came the 
Italian war on Tripoli Which was a purely Muslin co unt sy 
Fy nally came the war with Turkey, with the dismembermet 
of the Turkish Empire by the treaty of Severss, This 
vrought about a complete change in the political 


views of some of the Muslim leaders and gave birth 
the Non-co-oneration idea. It is not implied thet 
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during allthis time there ware no Muslim leaders who 
stood for alliance with Hindus for tha purposes of 
political freedom as against alliance with Govarnment 
and consequent political dependence, It must be said to 
the honour of Mesars. Badruddin Tyabji, Rahmatulla Sahni 
and Rasul, among the dead, and Maulana Abdd:d Kalam Azad, 
Messrs M,A,Jinnah, Hassan Imam and Mazhar-ul-Hag, among 
the living, that they alwasy stood for political unity 


between Hindus and Muslims. 


LORD MORLEY 

It was left for Lord Morley, the gre +t Liberal 
thinker and statesman of Grest Britain, to finally san- 
ction, at the intance of the Indian bureaucracy, the 
canker of communal representation with separate sisctox: 
rate akaa@ into the Indian system; and this arrangement 
Was subsequently sanctified by the pact of Lucknow 
arrived at by the Liberal leaders of both the comnuni- 
ties, 

This, in brief, is the history of communal 
representation, I have #aid nothing as to ites necessity 
or otherwise, and bdor I do that I want to commant 
briefly on the policy of the trace ths growth of Pans 


Islamism in India, 


The Tribune date d Deacomter 19, 1924, paw 2/7,col.}/1, 
HINDU-MUSLIM PROBLEM - VII, 


(By LalaLajpat Rai) 
(A) SIR Sim's POLICY 
Sir Syed Ahmed Zpan was unqusstionably a 
great man. He was highminded, uns 1fish and davoted to 
the interests of hie community. He lived and diad for it. 
His volitical creed consisted of three articlas, 
(a) Non-interference in the affairs of outside 


Muslim Statec, 
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(0) Concentration of all efforts on the 
Pavtemiens of the Muslims! condition at home, and 

(c) Alliance with the British Government, Iq 
his eyes, these three articles were more or less 
interdependant. 

Ag long a3 he lived he commanded the almost 
undivided allegiances of his aducatsad fellow rel igioilste 
though evan than a few of the latter interested them- 
selves in the Indian National Congrass. Arter his death, 
there Was a change. A larga number of his formar foll- 
owers and pupile abandoned 311 the three articles of his 
fatth, But an equally latge numter continued to dvelieve 
in and follow his policy. The masses went with the former 
Thus a situation arose which may be summed up in two 
phrases Pan-Islamisg, and hostility to the British, 

Under the peiaiaace of the Non-co-oparation 
movement a sufficiently large number of Muslims joined © 


the Indian Natioial Conress, but in very many c.s8e8 


their nationalism aeemed to be on»ry secondary to their 
Pan-Islamism. Now it is obvious that the Indian Muslime 
must sympathise with their fellow-Muslims outside. The 
misfortunes of the latter must draw their aympathy; 
their glories must fill them with elation, This is only 
natural. Hyndus can not real ize this fully as there are 
virtually no Hindus outside India. While admitting this, 
J have no dowdt in my own mind that Sir Syed's policy 
of concentration at home was the better of the two, The 
advocates of Pan-Islamism have nevor realized that 
nationalism must precede interj-nationalixmn whether 
political orreligious. People "ho are not free at home, v 
cannot helpothers either to gsin their freedom or to 
retain it, People who are poor, illiterate, destitute 
and dependent at homs, can not very well give away 
wh ¢ they have in omer to help e there: The sentiment 


has a veneer of nobility, vut it is neither practical 
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politics nor sound economics, and in my opinion it is 
not good religion either, Theres are some people who will 
laugh at these ideas, but that does n t affect this - 
truth, The events of the last three years have in my 
judgment conclusively shown that at least in this ras- 
pect, Sgr Sy-d's policy was sowmder than that of those 
who reversed it. 

Note -=- Compare Muslim contributions to the 
Khilafat and Smyrna Funds with thosa to the Tilak- 
Swarajya Find, the Malabar Reiff and the Muslim Educ .tion 
funds atc., 

The firs: article of an Indian's faith must 
ve to love India above avery other country on thé face 
of the globe. Only then can he be a patriot. Divided 
allegiance and divided love can not produces ei ther good 
nationalists and patriots or evan good religionists, 

(Page 7, ¢col.3) 
(B) ZHE CH. NGS FROM NATIONALISM TO PAN ISLAMI 

There was @ time when the ablest and perhaps 
thse most populsr of Muslim poets sang the two B80ngs,one 


beginning with the line, Sare Jahan se achha Hindustan 


Hamarga (of ai the couwntri s of the world, our Hyndust an 
is the best) and the other a Mujsadias ending with 

the refrain; "The 8am> is my country the same is my 
country", It will be interesting to insert herea few 
verses from tho8e songs showing tre depth of patriotism 
and the he ight of nationalism Which inspired their 
comnoser and the broad svoirit of tolerance that pervaded 
them. The first contained the following; - 

(Translation) -- Religion does not taach 
mutual animosity. Yq are I,diane; our comtry is 
Hindustan, 

Greece, Egypt and Rome hay» s11 been effaced 
from the world, but our name and distinction is ati11 
living. 
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There is some reason why our life will not 
be extinct althowh chmging tima h s bean our enamy 
for centuries, 

This song is often sung as a sudstitute for 
"Bande Matram" and has been raised to the dignity of 4 
national anthem. | 

Take the following from the other:=- 

(Translation) - "The land in which Chasti 
del iverad nis message of truth, the garden in which 
Nanak Sang the song of theism; the land which Tatars . 
adopted as their home; the land which made the people 
of Hedjas leava the desert of Arabia; the same land ie 
my native land, the Same is my native land," 

( 2) 

(The land) which aroused thewonder of the 
Greeks. (The land) which taught Science and art to the 
Whole world otc.atc, 

(3) 

The placa from Where the World heard tha song 
of th-ism; the place frow where the Prophet of Arabia 
recaivad cool breezes, etc, . 

In the foot-note it ig said that the first 
line refers to the flute of Shri Krishna and the sacond 
is ahadis to the effect that the Prophet said: "he 
was raceiving cool breezes from the direction of India,* 

( 4) 

(The land) in who8a atmospherel ifa is lifa 

of Paradisa, | 
(5) 

(The land) which ie Gautma's country, (and 
thus) is the holy land of the Japanese,(the land) which 
18 a smaller Jarusalem for the lovers of Christ, 

There is antohar song comnosed by the Sane 


poxst under the name of (New Shivala) - the tample 
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dedicated to Shiva which is full of the nodl ast possible 
sentiments of Hindu-Muhammaden Unity, I used to often 
recite it in my exile in the United States of America 
and translated it into English for an English Magazine, 
My translation was versifiaed by Dr, Anand Kumar Swami 
and published in one of the American Magazines, 

Equally remarka tle and pathetic is a poem 
Called Sgizi-dard (a Wail of pain) lwmenting Hindu 
Muslim disunity. Following the same line and even more 
pathadic and impressive is a poem called Taswir-i-Da-d 
(a picture of pain), I can not resist the temptation of 
giving a few verses here: 

(fr.) Oh, Hindustan, the svectacle makes ma 
weep. Thy story i383 the most instructive.of all stori #, 

The naxt vers2s bewa 1 the fact that the 
writer hasbeen assigned vy fate (the duty of) baing a 
reader of mourning literature (Naung %hwan).on India, 

| (Tr.) On} plucker of flowers (evidently 
ref erring to the foreign rvlers). You hava not left a 
trace of the leaves even. By yo'r good luck, the 
gardens are engaged in warring with exh other, (Thos 
evidently refers to Hindwuslim quarrels), Then come 
the following Vearéses;: - 

(tr,) Onf fool, think of your cowmtry; 
misfortune is about to overtaze it, as there ave 
consultations in heavens to rvin it. See what is happ- 
eten ne what i: xrbet to happen. What is tha use of 
repeating old stories? 

Oh! Indians, 1f you wont aWaken in time, you 
Will be effaced, and there will be n> mention of you 
even in stories, | 

In a collection of Dr. Iqbal's Urdu pootry 
just publieched at Lehore, hi# poems are divided into 


three periods, The first ende with 1905, 411 the poems 
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breathing the love of country and Hind u-M uh amm ad en 
unity belongs to this period. The seeond ends with 
1908, Tye third begins with 1908, It ia remarkable that 
all ths poems cited by me belong to tha 1st period, The 
first and tha sacond pericds are comparatively free 
from sectarianism, The third p riod is fwll of sectarian 
Yel igionisa, 
PAN-ISLAMIC POETRY 

Compare thease gens of Urdu literature and 
Indian National ism with 1 «tor agon78 in the days of 
Pan Islamism which begin with the v-rse: ~ 

(Tr) - Ching and arabia 1a ours (and so} ia 
India ours. We are Muslims, tha Whole world is our 
native land, 

In a Still later poem occurs the following: - 

(Tr.) Our hen is free from tha dust of 
native land; | 

Thour art the Joseph Whom ev ry igivpt is 
canaan, | 

In a poem on patriotism or @ love of comtbry 
the poet sings of its ovila and hints that the Prophet 
eut the rocts of tha tree of patriotism, This he holds 
is a new fangzled Weapon of modern powers, 

. What a change! But sven more remarkable are 
sone ef tao foll gongs compossd during the best days of 
bhe Khilsfat movement, which have besn sung and are 
Still being sung by the masses of Muslims in the Punjab. 

Let the reader imagine what an attitude of 
mind must hav produced in the minds of the younger 
generation of Musalmans by writings and songs like 
these. 
Dr, Muhamnad Igtal is no ordinary versifier. 
He 18 an eccomplishged scholar and a post of the high est 


order who is naster cf several languages. His writ ings 
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and poems are to be fowmd in evary educated Mus] in's 
home, Nay, e¥en in most cultured Hindu homes too. He 
has, vy no moans, been the solitary pronounder of these 
views, I have Selected him bacause, being an admirerf 
of his, I have baean a constant raver of his compositions , 
The Tribune dated Dacamber 11, 1924, page 2,col.l.page 7. 

HINDU MUSLIM PX BELNM ~- VIII 


(c) HIJRAT AND ITS CONS QUENCES 


Add to this the Fatvg of Ujoemas &hat Indta 
being a "Dar-ul-Harab" (a place of war) every good 
Mu8lim ought to leave it and migret> to a Nyslim country, 
Ye know by this timo how the Hijrat movement ended; how 
much money Was wasted ovor it th-r-br. The bast commen~ 
tary on it was witnassed by me at Constantinople. On the 
3rd or 4th day of my stay thor, I mat two young Indian 
Muslims walking in the street, Thay accosted me first. 
Whan I asked them how they farad in Constantinople, 
one of them buret out almost in tears and said that if 
he ever returned to India, hs would ziva out a bit of 
his mind to tell his Mysl im countrymen how mischievous 
Was the teaching tha India Wa@ "Dar-ul-Harab" (a placa 
of war) and how f-lse the idea that the whole world 
was the home of tog Muslims, That boy ¥as one of the 
VMahajarins of 1921. He hai travelled all over Mys8lim 
Agia from A¢ghani stan throuch Turkistan to Russia and 
then back to Anzora and Constantinople. His experiance 
was so bitter and his co~.dition was sopitiabla th at he 
denounced Pan-is] amism in rahher etrong terms, That was 
What I learned from other Indian Muslims also, whom I 
met in Turkey and Egypt, and this is natural enowh. A 
Bengali Muslim in Bzypt denowncad the Khilafat movaemant 
in such strong terms that I cannot reproduce his 


langvags. Biood is thicker than water, as they saz7. No 
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part of the Myslim world except Egypt is exces sively 
rich and prosperous. Everywhere the Governments havea to 
look after their people an the latter have to eke 

out their means of subsistence. How can they be axpected 
to provide for foreigners even thowh the latter are 
Muslins? The amir of Kabul was perfectly justified in 
easkigg the Mahajrain to leave his country. Later on he 
was fo wad, periaps, for diplomatic reasons, to ask 
some profess diy anti-#ritish Muslims to leave his 
territories, Similarly it ig idle to expect the Turks 
to heip ths Indian Muslim Mahajrin when there i8 so much 
poverty in their ow land. 


(D) PAN-ISLANISM IN TURKEY AND EGYPT 


The fact is that my visit to Turkey, Agia 
Minor, Syria, Palsastine and Egypt, has completely dis- 
{1 usioned me about Pan-Islamism, I found it nowhere. 
Every country is busy with its own home probloms and 
they are suf ictently complicated and trowubl esome to keep 
them engaged all the time, Turkey is suffering from the 
after-effects of a devastating War, The war has denuded 
the country of a great number of its male working hands, 
and this is one of the reasons that have forced their 
hands to abolish the Purdah system and trust to their 
womenhood to produce fond for the~, The ~p roblam of 
expatriating Christians from Turkay and recaiving tha 
Muslims in exchangs from Greece is a huge problem on 
their hands. The problem of sefeguarding against internal 
enemies (Graeks, Armenians and Jaws etc.) is sufficiently 
serious. Interna] and external faars compel them to kaep 
an effic.ent army equipped on ouptodate lines. All this 
means a great financial straln, Over and above this, 
they are not quite united among thaszelves, AS’ in other 


coantriss so in Turkey, there ara parties who think 
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differently in politics. Tha abolition of the Khila- 
fat: and the expulsion of the Knalifa and other ienbera 
of the royal fumily was a despserate 3t9p which they hid 
to take in the interests of the present constitution. 

Th ey area meking a most noble effort to consolidate their 
; power, to reform their administration sand to raise tneir 
cointry to a first class positionin thse Councils of 
Euvopa. 


(Paga 7 col.4) 


CONDIT iON OF TURKRY 

Under the circumstancyss even those who do 
not see eys to eye With the Mustafa Kamal and his party 
in matters raligious and political sand Who resented the 
abolition of the Kyilafat, are opposad, out of patriotic 
motives, to the reopening of the quastion, at least for 
some time to come. From my study of thse conditions in 
Turkey (short and cursory as it was) I cowld only con- 
cluie that from first to 1 st the Turks were intense 
nationalists, As ths present moment their only coucern 
is their country which theywant to presorve, manage 
and rule in the interosts of the Tyrks. The Turks seamed 
to ma to be a noble parxpla, clean in their avpesrancea 
ane Clean in taair dealings with others, Their dress 
and thoir mannar ofliving 13 almost wholly European 
except that the men Waar tha fez. About their raligion, 
indeed, I know nothing, but any one who has his eyes 
open, can road ths writing on tha wall. Thera does not 
appear to ve much of religionism in Turkey. They hav> 
abolished purdah., I saw aay Clerks working in the 
Post Office and other public offices #ithoxt a veil. I 
saw th» usands dressed in European dress with a Turkish 
over-mantle, going about in public streets, ‘ana Walking 


in public gardens without any veil. To me their dr-sg3 
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seemad perfectly decant, which combined in a most 


appropriate manner the fashions of the Hast and West, 


NO ORTHODOXY 
fhe Turks have iasaued strict regulations 

which aim at restricting polygamy to @ Vary largs oaxtent, 
af not abolishing it altogether. I saw most drastic 
regulationa being enforced agdinst the usa of any dut 
tne Turkish laneuage, There are also very Strict rules, 
Subjact to extantions, against enlisting non-Turks in 
the army. I obsorved noprejudice against music, either 
vocnl or inetrumental, Hven duncing is indulged in higher 
circlas,. I wa: sorry to see rather a g>neral use of wine, 

| In short I @gav nothing, either in Constanti- 
nople or in the other towns of Agia Minor which could 
show the Turks were in any sanag of the tearm more 
religious than ths rest of tha natives of Europe. Every- 
vhere I saw signs of social and national distinctions 
and prefermeats. My impressions were confirmed by the 
Indian Muslim resiaents of Constantinople who met mea. I 
Wes agrecably surprised to find that in the Alazhor 
Univarsity the quarters reserved for the residence of 
Indian students were called Rawag-i-Hanud (1.6. a 


Boarding H; we for Hindus, ) 


SYRIA AND PAL “STINE 

In Syria and Palestine also the problem which 
absorvds the Mutlim community i8 how to regain or maintain 
their freedom. In Palestine the MaSlims are in an ovar- 
whelming majority ov r the Jews. Christian Europe is 
Creating a strong and wali protected Uister in Palestine, 
Which leaves almost no hops of the Muslims ever regain- 
ing thalr lost position of supremacy. Evarywhers one 
See8 Well-built and well-equipped colonies of Jaws 
Springing up with their own highly efficient educational 


and philanthrophic institutions and with their equally 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


a. 
efficient industrial concerns. They are fast buying lands 
of Muslims and Christians, Money i3 pouring in from 
AMavtica and Europe. The only "disconcerting" foatuwe 
4s that 1t 1s only tha »voorer cla33 of the Jaws and the 
opprassed members of the race that sre emigrating to 
Pal peetine for permanent settlement. In Syria the Chris- 
tians form a very important part of the population. In 
neither countri-g is there any communal rivalry cr 
jeslousy betwaen thea M.j8lims and tha Christians, 

I am afraid Indian Muslims ere more Pan-I31 emi 
and excl wive than the Muslims of anyother cowtry on 
the face of tha globe, and that fact aloo makas tha 
ergetion of a united India mors difficult than would 
otharwise be the case, I am inciinad to think that in 
th is respect, at laast, Syr Syed's policy was sounder 
than that of the Khilafat, He did not accent the Sultan 
of Turkey as @ Khalifa and ho was ovposed to the Muslims 
of Ipdia devoting much attention to the affairs of 


Turkey or other Muslim countries, 


The Tribune 420d Dacanber 12,1924, nage 2,7, cols-1.% 

HINDU MUSLIM PROBELM - IX 

(By Lala Lajpat Rai) 

What [ have said about Pan-islamism and the 
excess of Communsiism among the MuSsalmans, shouldn-t ve 
understood to imply that the dindus on their side hav > 
been quite inactive and innocent. One thing, of coursa, 
is patent. Hindus can not be anything but Indians, They 
have no other comtry and no other nation to look to. 
They cannot, therefore, be accused of any kind of Pan- 
H,nduPen, in the sense in which that term is used in 
relation to Islam. Hinduism and Indianism are, in their 
case, synonymous terms. 

HINDU REVIVALISTS! AGGRESSIVE ATTITUDE 


Byut in their own way, Ayndu revivalists have 
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left notoing uwndens to craeste a Strictly exclusive and 
azegrassivea seals fovling. Early in the eighties of 
the last cantury Bome of the Hyndu religious loaders 
came to the conclusion that Hintuisam vas doomed unles « 
it adopted the aggressive features of Militant Islam 
and Militant Caristianity, The Arya S,maj is a kind of 
Militant Minduiam. Byt the id722 vas by no means confined 
to the Arya Spmat. S¥anl Vivekanard ani his gifted, 
d@icciple Sistar Nyvedita, among others, were of the 
Sane mind, The aebiciee which she Wrote on sggrescive 


Hinduism ars the cle2rrscst evidenca of that montality. 


FOUDERS OF THE INDIAN NaTIONAL CONGRESS 

It must be renombeored in this connaction that 
western knowlodgs, western thought and wastearn montali ty 
took hold of the Hindu mind at a very early period of 
British rule. The Brahmo Samaj waa the first product 
of it. In the early sixticss the Brahmo Samaj was @ non- 
Hyndu body, and under its influence Hindu scholars, 
thinkers and students were becoming samp cosmorol itans, 
Some bacama Christians, otha s took to atheism and 
bacame completely westsrnkse@, Thus © wavo of indiffoe- 
rentism about Hinduism spread over thse country, The arya 
Samaj movement and aggressive Hynduism was a reaction 
again st that mn-Hind ism and ind ifferentism. Most of the 
early Hindu leaders of the Indim Wational Congress 
Were i this sence non-Hyndus.What did Mr.S.N, Banerjea 
or Lal Mohan Ghosh or Ananda Mghan Bose care for Hin- 
duism? Eyen Nahadeo Govind Ransde ile but an indiffarent 
Hgndu. G.K,Gokhale re not a Hind: at all. I will not 
mention othor nam 8. Thus the politiceal national ist 
movemant of In@iia was brought into existence by high- 
minded Englishmen, enlightened and Ligh-minded sons of 
Hindus )many of whom in their ofn mentality wars sither 


non-Hindus or but indifferent Hindus) and a few onl igh- 


\ 
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enlightened and highmindoa Muslims. Born under these 
auspices, it was bound to be @ movemant of pure freedom, 
Pure freedom mak as no distinction of race or religion. As 
a@ child of the jolat deliberations of Dufforin and Huma, 
it was, hovover, Pr a "safaty valv3" than @ movement 

of purg freedom, It was hardiy thrae y3ars old woen its 
God-father, the Marques of Dufferin, changed his mind and 
Gecided to satrangic it. The best way to strangis it, 

he thought, was to robv it of ite national character and 
to raise the religtous and denominational bogey. The la 
tter hevae to be a Himalayan glacier, under whose 
weight 4£t was bound either to perish or to be cracked so 
badly as to remain mangled all its life. 

Page 7, ¢ol.4. 

SIK S¥ED'S opposition 

That Hymalayan glacier was the late Sir 
Syed's opsosition to the Congress on denominational 
grounds. I do n.t mean to say that Str Syaed's fears 
about bis community wore absolt ely baseless, but the cry 
Which he raised wa3 practicaliy the death-knell of 
Indian nationalism at the time. Sir Syad's attitude 
towards the Indian National Congress was influenced by 
the followigg considerati ong; - 

(a) That in India the Hyndus were in a 
majority, and if a form of domocratic Government uae 
accepted as the political goal of India, the hiuslims 
were bound to bs ina minority. 

(od) That the Hindus were both economically 
and educationaily more advanced than ths Muslims, and 
would monopoliss much of Goverment influence for a 
loug time to coma. . 

(¢c) That a Hindu R,j might possibly mean the 
death of Islam in India, or at least a position of sub- 


servience for it. 
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I anf inclined to think that he did not 
believe in the poseibility of another Muscalman domination 
in India either with sr without the help of foreign 
Muslin States an@ he, therefore, fave ured the ides of 
perpetual British rule in this country. 

Tha fomcors of the tndian National Congress, 
on the ctn er eaues wers absolutely honest and sincoare 
nitionaliats, They did not entertain any anti-Mus] im 
intentions, but taey knew that nationaliem cold take noo 
notics of dononinationim. Sir Syad's onvosition, however 
forcad them to take eoma notice of it. It was by no 
conspiracy against the Muslims that the Hindus of that 
period ‘came bo occupy & large number and proportim of 
higher Governmant offices than their Muelim fellow- 
countrymen, and Were more prominent and tnfluential in 
tre publ elifso of the comtry. Thoy, therefora, refused 
to accept c:mmunal representation or the fixing of a 
Pro portion in services under the Government for each 
Community. Tys etruggle continued for @ long time, until 
the Congress surrandered on the first point, tho ngh atiil 


refusing to recognise tha Second, 
SUPREMaCY OF RILIGION OViUR STATE 


Fypom a purely commtmal point of view, Sir 

Syed Waa right, From a natinnal point of view his demand 
was fatal. The history of the sevor:.1 European countrias 
ehowe thas they had @11 to faces @ Bimilar situation . 
Some tima or other in the procaes of national evolution. 
What helped them to becceme natisn’ Was a@ decisive refusal 
to give in to the claims cf religion. As a fundamantal 
principle of their polity, they vroco.jnised the supremacy 
of State aver religion; and gradually removed 311 reli- 
gious distinctions so far aa they affected the consti-~ 


tution of the State induiine sBervices under tha State, 
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In India we have adopted a aifferont, in fact the 
oppesite, course, The acceptance of the priinciple of 
Comnunal repregentation was a concession to religion and 
is the negation of nationalism. The supremacy of religion 
over State has thus deen enthroned. Most Muslim leaders 
openly say that they ara Mus] ms rirst and Indians 
afterwards, though in 1915 Mr, Mazhar-uledag said from 
his place as President of the Muslim League that he was 
Indian from firet to last. No ane can be a trus Naticnall 
st wh is not an Indian from first to last. Hy may be an 
Indian Hyndu or an Indian Nus w-lman, but he must ve an 
Indian 411 the time, A man who 8@a73 he is prepared to 
sacrifice tha fraedom of India for the fresdom of 


tJazgirat-nil-Ayvab" can not ba an Indian Natinnalist. 
Cou LOYAL PRGBLEM IN TUE PINJAB 


Leaders on both sides are emphatic that tha 
present tension betranen the t¥o communities 16 political 
and not religious. Mouaglims contend that the insuffi- 
clenecy and ths wfairnsas of the Lucknow Pact area r ese 
ponsivle fo it. H ndus maintain that comrunal repre- 
Sentation itseif is at the bottom of the present trouble. 
Both are right in their omn Wey. Whether tae Lucknow 
Pact is unjust or unfair, it i8 certuzinly Poepsueleia for 
the Myalim demand for its axtension to local bodies, 
Government services and the Equcational institutions. 
People outside the Punjab have no idea to what extent 
the principle of communel representation has been or is 
baing pushed in the Punjah. Practically all social re- 
lations between Hmdus and Muhammadans, and Sikhs and non 
Sikhs hava caased. All threa communities hav> their 
Separate clubs, separate organizations and separate 
Cclleges. Eyam in sporting clubs or social functions 


411 threa communitiw insiat on communi] representation. 
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In my judgment the trouble is toth religious and politics 
I am cortain that religion is taing used for political 
piuroses, but I sm also Curtain that there is a certerin 


anmowmt of genuine ruligious element in *. 


SIR M, BAILEY'S DESCRIPTION 

The very day When I vrotse the above, Sir M. 
Hulley, ee eatnax ox the Pynjad, made @ epeach in the 
Punjedv Legial ative Council which contained the following 
ob srvetions Which seem to ma to be an absolutcly correct 
daccription of the sitwtion. : 

"We have .«..... 2 pwblem far mora difficemt 
than those I have descrited, bacau3e it deals with elaron 
«t8 leas tangible and factors 1983 Suscaptible of diract 
avproach or control, We hava to find some remedy for 
the toxin of intercommunal dissension which today 1s 
vitiating our publ ic and perhaps our social life, Let 
me 08 Somewhat mure precise hera and use such franknasg 
as is peSsiblyu in one whosa naartfsclit desira is to allay 
andnot to pruvoke discord, My raf erence is not mailniy 
to com.unal rioting or open distrubance, Thoara has dean 
gucno in thse past, but tha provines must takes creiit for 
tha fact that it has of late esce2pad opan violence which 
has been exhibitsi in the toma of Some of our neigh= 
bourixng provinces, Disastrous as open disturbarcsa may bea, 
Bin:eter as are its off wta in prslonzing the alienation 
of rivel commun ities, it is not the Whole of the pr bilan, 
perhaps not even ite gravest feature, My roferaneca iz 
rather to the f4ct that in ev ry syhere of life and acti- 
vity, in social matiersa, In almost gory question of 
administration, in the manugempant of local affairs, in 
the current discussion of questions of law and justicas, 
the communal question inborvenes, " 


Of cowezxe I do not admit, for a moment th at 
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the Government and ite officials have d3en or &re 80 
funccynt in thse matter as Sar Me Hailey would hav: us 
Delieva, In ny humble judgment the cormuns)] tituaticn in 
the Punjab, muchof it eat least, is of ths teking of the 
Government, This, howevar, i8 a diffcrent matter, 


The Tribune dated Decamdsr 13, 1924, ps 7 2,7,661,1,3, 


— — ee 


HINDU ifUSLIM PROBLEM = X 
(87 Lala Lajpat Rat) 

The aggressive Hindulsm presamed vy the Arya 
Samaj was not volitical in i¢8 conesption, That it has 
bann strmethened by political conaidsrations can not, 
however, be denied. — 

SHUDDHI 

This 13 an apcropriats place for examining 
tre originand bearings of the Shuidhi movoment of which 
We havs heard 80 much of lat-. The movimmt is an old 
as tha Arya S.maj or evin the Sikh religion. Tho Arya 
Samaj cl dima that the religion preached by it is nie 
verSalreligion, anid aims at %Srinsinz tke whole world 
under its banner. In this respact its claims are as 
ambitious and wide as those of Christeainity and Islam. 
Ther was a time when the more orthodix section of the 
Arya $,m&j used to prociaim from the housstops that 
they ware non-Hini®ius; and that they wern free to eat and 
drink and marry with non-Hindus; and that even Hyndus 
Should undergo a certain amount of Shuddhi before they 
co wld de adult ted into the Ary2 Samaj.Tho other sectin 
which was bel‘e vod to be more oolitically minded, wae 
opposed to all thse claims of the Mahatma party of which 
Swami Shar adhananad (then Laila Munshi Ram) wis the haad, 
Shuddhi with the lattar was puvaly the ritual of 
conversion, 4,0, admission into their Church, It had no 


political significagg¢enfance whatsoover. For a tima, 
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Lala Munshi Ram's party maintained this attitude, and 
some of them attamp ted to put into practice what they 
believed in theory. It was then that the now famous 
Dharmp2l] was mado @ her, Soon after, however, they found 
that by insisting on thie idea and putting it into 
practice they were bound t> lowes the practical sympathy 
of the Hindu community, This they could not afford to 
adn af it vas the general Hindu community that greased 
the various mills they were runing, Se better counsels 


pravailad and they changed their attitude. 


THE MALXANA QUESTION 

I mow it is 2 fact hawavar (19 I was an 
activa member of ths Arya $ Ms then) that serious 
ef forts Were nais evan then to bring the Malakansa and 
other Rajoute of the Unitad Provine2s and Rajputans into 
the fold of the Arya Samaj. Some wove actually 80 brought 
at Aligarh and in the nsighbouring districts, The 
Malkanas, howavo., did mot want to ba Apyas'; what they 
desired was to ba re-admitted into their own caste; and 
vrothsrhood on eqial terms. To this tha orthodox Rajputs 
Wou d not agree. Sc the matter renainad in auspense for 
a numb2r of yrars, until the orthodox Rajpuss consented 
to tam them in. Wnoat wan at the back of tha latter's 
mind in this chmgs of attitude, 18 also clear. It was 
the: com77n4] demamis of the Muslim conmm ity, the policy 
of Mian F.cli Huésain ant. the Multan riotsa which 
created the necessary atmotpher®%. Tha principle of Shu- 
adhi has now bean accented by tha A nda Naha Sabha, and 
I an fres to confass that tha ida, at the back of this 
decision i8 partly political, partly comnunal and partly 
humanitarian, the latter eles at being more in evidence 


in the Shauddhi of tha wntouchsbles. 
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(Pags 7) continued from page 2 of te Tyibune 


A HOW CHAPTER 

It was, 1¢ mutt be ao nf-rswd, only natural 
that tha Muslins sho 1d b>. exasperated at this change in 
tha attitads of tha orthodix Hindus, dbecausa tha change 
opens out BA antircly neW chapter in Indian history. The 
quastion raigai by the movement ts a fundemantal one and 
althoughone can widarstand and aporoectata the Muslim 
point of vis, one can #84 no way of B@tcpping the move 
meant as lone az non-Hindu Aap neies are freed to carry on 
their proSletysing work. Tha movamort h28 coma to stay 
and this fact sho-id be nhdlosonhically accepted, That it 
has Girect politi Gl Poet! Desrings cin n:t be doniad and 
tie only way to minimis- its fimvcrtancea ia te don away 
with commumel representation. For the profent the dact- 
sicns arrived at by the Dehi tnity Conferzce ma de 


accepted ac the final word in the matter, 
THE SANGATHAN AND TA. ZIM 


At this stage wo might @4scuss the Sangathan 
and the Tanzim moVement too. The Sgnghathan aopenent 
also (or to call it by its proper nam, the Hindu Sabha 
movement) repratints an old idsa. The object "8 prem 
Fent to the mind cf ths founder of the Arya Symas, But 
the Samaj signeily failed to reelice it as it went on 
develaning it3 Sscturian proclivities. I ramamber that 
ween I wa: a student of the Lahore Goverment Coltegs in 
the early eighties, a Hindu Sabha was formed at the 
house of Reja Narbana Sinegn of Shekhupura in Lahore. 
hat Spgbhy diod in its infaney. Tyan tha Biwawent WAS 
revived towards the snd cf the last ceartury at the 
hous. o0f the lata RL 3 Lal Chand rut Life into 1%, But 

cuanewW or ©3557, tha mnovencst nover took root. It hag 


done no go7d to tha Asda community as a whole. It has 
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benefited individual members, but it has done no good to 
the Hindu community as a whole. It his two formidable 
rivals; on the political side the Indian National Cong- 
‘ress, on the Socioreligious Bide, the Arya S,maj fixed 
between these two millstones, it was never able to 1ift 
its head sufficiently high oe er succass. The pres nt 
movement is a reaction of the Hyndu-Musl im situation. 
There is nothing in its aims and objects or its con- 
stitution that need make it anti-Musiim but to be frank, 
the fact that 1t is anti-Huslim is the only thing that 
keeps {t alive, The Khilafat Committees whichwere origi~ 
nally established to support the Knilafat agitation 
havo regularly and syst matically carried on 4 religious 
propaganda to which {48 directly traceable a part, at 
least, of the present bitterness between Hyndus and 
Muslims. at Coconada, it was given out that the Khilafat 
Committees would be used to organise the Indian Muslims, 


Tanzim is its another name, It ie obviously antifHindu. 


BOTH WELCOME 

Personally, I wowd welcome both the moveme) 
i.e, the Sangathan and the Tgnzim if they coud unite 
‘all the different sections of the Hindus into one org 
nizationin one case; and all the different sections « 
the Muslim, in the other, for then it would be a co 
ratively easy thing for the two main organizations 1{ 
come to terms with each other, But the task 18 hope 
In my judgment the only purvoss which the two mover 
are likely to serve is to increases the already exi 
estrangement batween th two communities, The Mus) 
movement 18 maxamexkxg also intanded to kesp the 
Islamic movement going. One can not help noticing 
noticing with rogret, that while the Muslims do 
their purposes for the relief of Indian suffere 


famine, floods, earthquakes, etc, and that whil 
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1littel Muslim money i8 spent to improve the educational 
and economic condition of Hndian Muslims, thousands and 
lakhs are sent abro.d under one name or other, The 
phenomenon 18 confined to India. One finds no evidence 
of it inother Muslim nations 1 ke Epypt,Turkey, Morrocco, 
Sudan, Syria, etc. etc, 

As far as internal organization is concerned, 
both movements ara bound to fail, The canker of 
Sectarianism 18 as fatal in one ca:e as in the other. 

In the case of Sanghathan, the Area S,maj and . 
the S,natan Dharma Sabha will not allow it to flourish 
and succeed, They do not seem prepared to trangfer any 
of their fmections or influence to the Hindu Sabha, In 
the care of Tanzim the different Muslim sects will not 
unite to let it be a success, Both the movements will, 
however, be much advertised though to keep aliv anti- 
Muslim feeling in one case and anti-Hyndu feeling in 
the other, 


The Tribune dated Dacember 14, 1924, page 2,col,l-p,? 


HINDU MUSLIM PROBLEM XI 
(By L. Lajpat Ra 4) ; 
SUGGESTED REMEDIES 
I have so far touched the past history c } 
Hindu-Musl im relations and given a picture of how 
ers stand at present. I will now offer a few odse 
vations on how the present situation can be impr 
in the political field. 
It 18 suggested on behalf of Muslin 
leaders that - 
(a) Communal representation with separate 
“electorates in all the legisl atures, local bodies, Uni- 
versities and other official or Semi-official bodi os 


should be provided. Mr. A.M.Jinnah is the latest 
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recruit to this party, and I really cannot understand 
how he calls hims3lf a Nationalist still. The euphe- 
mism that this 48 only tentative and that a time will 
come When the Myslims will be ready to give up communal 
representation, showld deceive No one. Once you accept 
Communal representation with Beparate electorates, there 
is no chance of its veing ever abolished, without a 
Civil War, A civil war, will again, actually mean the 
supremacy of one of the communities over the other, 

This lends weight to ths fear entertained by some Hyndus 
that some at least, of the Myslim leaders are counting 
on the help of foreign Muslim States to estadli ish Myslim 
rule thm ughout Hyndustan. Whoather this fear 16 not well- 
founded, 1t 48 only natural that those who antortain it 
Should oppos> communal representation with all the st- 
rength they can command, Their opposition, however, can 
not ve effective as the Government seems daternined to 
_waext their course, Therszin they see the best guarantee 
of the permanence of the present Conditions, Communal 
representation with separate electorate is the most 
effective reply to the demend for Swaraj, and the surest 
wey of I,dia never getting it. I have never been able 
to apprecit te the mentality of those who constantly 
talkof turning out the British and at the sane time in- 
sist on communal representation with separate electo- 
rates. I really don't understand what they mean. Tha 
second 18 the surest way of the first being nevar rea- 
lized. The experience of the last three years is tha most 
conclusive proof of it, The M,slim demand strengthens 
the position of anti-Swarajists both among the Hindus 
and the Musiims, and Supplies an effective reply to the 
cont ention that India is ripe for Swaraj. Communal rep- 
repsmtation by itself is a sufficiently bad principle, 


destructive of, and antagonistic to, the idea of a 
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common nationhood, but separate electorates make this 
vicious princlplo immeasurably worse, If our Myslim 
countrymen are re&lly earnest in their belief in na- 
tlonalism and in their demand for Swaraj, the least 
they can do ie not to insist on Sepsrate electorates, 
(>) Representation in provincial legislatures 
and local bodies should be on tha basis of population in 
“provinces and places where the Mu8salmans ara in a ma- 
jority. In other provinces and places they should have 
"effective" minority rep resentation, 
(c) Posts and offices under Government should 
@lso0 de distributed on the principles stated in clause (bd) 
(4) In the provinces where the Muslims are 
in a minority a8 Well as on the All India Departments 
the Myslims owht to have 25 per cent, to 33 per cant 
of the total poste, 
F We wili take these clauses one by one, in 


their serial order, 


COMMUNAL REPRESENTATION 

fhe principla of clause (a) ie both theere- 
tically and practically a negatim of the united nation- 
hooa, It provides for a comnlete division of India, as 
4t is, ints two sections @ Muslim India and a non-Muslim 
India. I say deliberately nonpNuslim India, because all 
thé the Musiims are anxious for, i8 a guarantce of their 
ow rights, Ail the other conmunities thay lump into one 
as non-Myslims, Let thoge who demand communal repre- 
sentation with Separate elactorates in all the repre 
sentative institutions of the land, honestly sentote. 
that they do not believe in nationalism or in a uni ted 


India, The two things are absolutely irceconciliable, 


THE POPULATION BASIS 


(B) The demand for proportionate rep resentation 
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in the Legislatures is perfactly raagonabdle provided the 
principle 43 accepted through and through, The ple for 
"effaectiva" minority rapresentati-n is, howaver, unten- 
able, Mr. Jinnah has placed a Special interpratatin 
of his own on this term, Let us examine it in the light 
of fats, In Bengid and the Pynjab, tha Myslims are 
in @ majority, and if this principle is accepted, they 
will rule over thase Provinces, The Hindus in these 
provinces, according to the interpretation of Mr.Jinnah, 
are an affective minority already; 30 they are not en- 
titled to any special reprosentation, But what about 
the S4kh st Ars they or are not entitled to special 
_Yepresentation? and from whose share are they to gat it? 
Fyrom tha share of the ‘indus or that of the Muslms? 
Under no principle can they get it from the share of the 
Hindus, Thay must got it, if they must, from the Husiims' 
share on the Same principle on which the Muslims then- 
Selves claim it in tho U.P., or the other Provinces . 
whera thay are 1n @ minority, This will interfere with 
the absolute majority which Musiims demand over th> 
Hqndus and Sikhs combined. Some MySalmans resAlize thks 
and contend that thay will bea content with a bare 
majority of 1 or 2. But it 18 obvious that they can not 
rer every thing in their own way, Assuming, bowev or 
that they are allowed their own Way, do thay imagine 
thet they will be able to make their rule effective in. 
the Punjab? The Punjab occupies a unique position among 
the Provinces of India, It is the home of 4% community 
who Ware the rulers of the Province when the British 
took possession of it. Tphat community is virile, strong 
and united, Vill thds si@eant ts wenasis consent to 
ccupy the antirely subservient position which this 


arrangement involves? If nothing else helps them they 
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oppose Gwaraj as they did, not long ago. Under cir- 
cunstances I would suggest that a remedy should be sought 
by which the Myslims might get a decisive majority with- 
out trampling on the Sensitiveness of the Hindus and the 
Sikhs, My suggestion ie that the Punjab showWdd be parti- 
tioned into two provinces, the Vestern Pynjab with a 
Large Muslim majority, to be a Muslim Punjab, with a 
largs Hindu-Sikh majority, to be a non-Mys8lim governed 
Province, I do not discuss Bengal, To me it is unima-~ 
ginabdle that the rich and highly progressive and alive 
Hindus of Bengal will sver work out the Pact agrsed to 
by Mr, Das, I will make the sams suggestion in their 
case, but if Bengal is prepared to accept Mr, Das's 


Pact, I have nothing to say. It is its own look-out, 
M, HASRaT MOHANI'S PROPOSAL 


Mevwlana Hasrat Mohani hae recently said that 
the Mysiine will never agree to India's having Dominion 
status under thse British, What they aim at ara esparate 
MuSlim States in India, united with Hindu States under a 
Wationel Federal Government, He 1a also in favour of 
enaller States containing compact Hindu and Must in 
populations, If communal representation with 3 aparate 
electorates is to be the rvle, ehen Maulana Hasrat's 
Scheme a3 to smaller provinces Seams to be the onby 
Workable proposition, Under my scheme the Muslims will 
have four Muslim States; (1) The Pathan Province or the 
North-Western Frontier,(2) Western Punjab, (3) Sindh, and 
(4) Hastern Bengal, If there are compact Muslim 
communities in anyother part of India, sufficiently large 
to fee a Province, they should be similarly conatitute 4. 


But it should ba distinctly understooi that this is not 


a united India, It means @ cl ar partition of India into 


@ Muslim Iyjdia and @ non-Muslim India, 
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THE SERVICES 


(c) From a National point of view, I strongly 
objact to any conmunal distinction being adonted for 
Govarnmant service or in the Universities, Yat it coun 
not be denied that Muslim dissatisfaction at tha present 
Condition of things is weli-founded and genuins. Hindus 
must make up their mind to concede to the Muslims their 
fair shire of the loaves and fishes obtainable from 
Goverment, They must put themselves into the position of 
the Musims and 8-6 the things from their point of viow, 
Mgan Fazl Hussain ambodies in 4is person 4 real grisvan- 
ce, Only he has been hopeleSaly Wrong in hie method of 
removing this grievance. He owht to have approaciatad 
the Hindu point of view and procesded in a way to make 
the seemingly bitter pill easily Swallowable by the 
Hindus, The thing ought to have been done gradually. 
Mian Fazal Hussian'a rule in the Punjad and that of 
Chaudhri Shahabuddh in Lahore hava given the Hyndus a 
Sample of what they are likely to have under Muslim rule, 
To provide tham with thi: ssipie Was perhaps a mo ving 
spring of Sir B, Maciagan and Sir John Maynard's policy 
during the last five years, They have gained their 
object, But 18 thes a fact of which Myan Fazl Hussain, 
as an Indian patciot can be proud? If I had been in 
Mgan F421 Hussain's position, I wowd have triei to gain 
the same object in a different way and only resorted to 
open attacks in the Last resort, Wh + the Muslims of the 
Punjab (I say My8lim landlords, Muslim lawyers and 
MySlim graduates) atand in the greatest need of, is 
educations! and econ :mic openings. Theres are wuslim 
districts whero iliitoaracy 13 more widespraad than any-~- 
where el6e in the Province. There are millions of kus- 


lims who area exclusively at the meroy of their Mus} im 
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and Hindu landlords.%y,at have the Myslim leaders done to 
faprowrs their educational and econ cmic position? Pro- 
viding poste under the Goverment for a few oducated 
Muslime 13 no remedy for the present condition. Sfea- 
guarding the interests of the few and maglecting the 
interests of the many is hardly a laudable thing, but 
that is exactly What Myan Fasl Hussain has achieved and 
at such tremendo GB cost! The Muslims all ovar the world 
have yet to learn that thero are other waye of making 
money and thriving eeenenteavay than throu h and by Mus- 
lim rule. Those who ar doing nothing to plas modern 
prograssivs idsale before the Muslims and simvly empha- 
Biza ingenio w dogmas, hetrepliting doctrines and relia-~ 
nce on Govarnmont, oan hardly be called good friends of 
the Myslims, If the Muslims of India were to link their 
fate indissolubly with th + of the Hindus, it would be 
the religious duty of the Hynius to help them towaris 
progress in ali spheres of life, but if the presant co- 
mmunal ideals 2re to prevaii, then they can scarcely 
Complain of Hindu apathy towards their alleged back- 
wardness, The pre@ant communal strugzle with the atmos- 
phere of violsnee and coercion that has been created 
throughout Upper India, can only produce a reaction in 
the minds of the Hindus, . 
The Tribuno dated Decemmr 16,1924, pase 2,7,col,}1/ 2-3, 
HINDU MUSLIM PROBLEM -- XII 


MUSLIMS AND PiBL IC SERVICES 


a the last article I obsarvad that Hian Fazl- 
{-Husain ombodisd, in his persm, & real grievance, But 
a grievance again3at Whom? Certrinly not azainst the 
Hindu community. If the Hyndus occwy a larger numbsar of 
posts wmier the Govarnmant than they would va entitled to 


on A purely num rical basis, they are not to be dlamed 
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for it, The Muslim community owht to recognise that the 
fault is principally their own. Thoy did not tako suffi- 
ciemt advantugo of the educational facilities provided 
by the Government in the early days of the British rive; 
and it is that fact which is responsible for the present 
condition of things, For the last 5 years the Government 
have been giving them Special faciiltieas for making up 
for lost time, With the gratifying result that they are 
now in a position to hold their own against every other 
Community. Taey area perfectly justified in claiming that 
infuture they sho Wd recaive their due share of Govern 
ment posts. But are they justified in holdikg that 
until thoir proper proportion has been secured to thom 
no one from the othor community showWd be employed? The 
@mntentionis absurd on tha face of it. The claim that the 
numbvor of Goverment po3ts allottad to gach onmmun iby 
should be in proportion to its strength in the pornu- 
letion, 18 equaliy absurd, How ars ths figures to be 
made up? Is thse proportion to be fixed according to the 
numbvee of roste or according t:the amount of salaries? 
Ara promotio n3, Sub_protem appointments and retirements 
Also to be regwW ted by the samo atandard? If 30, why not 
pay that allthe Departments of the Government showd be 
divided into "sAuslim" and "Non-Muslim" sections, entirely 
separata and independent of one another? Even these 
would then hyve to be sub-divided ints "Urban" and 
WRurcal® , and agricultaml and non-Sgricultural. The 
Whole thing i8 so ridiculous that one Wonders how sum 
& Claim could ba Saritowly mt forward by men of intalli- 
ganca and comuon-$ "3e0 

Again, are the Muslims quite sure that taking 
all-I,dia figures thay will gain much by theso princi- 
ples being enfo rcod? On what principle will the 


Ministorships be divided? Is it not within the Prov nces 
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in some Departments, thay hav> got a larger number of 


posts than the ratio of pomlationwould justify? 
‘PUBLIC SERVICES COMMISS ION 


I wout beg of my countrymen to consider the 
matter in the light of practical difficulti s, and then 
| #@ugzest a Scheme by which their reasonable demands may 
be satisfied, I am free to confess that in the present 
etsta of communsl feeling no Departmant showd be mono- 
polised by any one communityor class, All reasonable 
caf sgurds againet this contingency should be provided, 
Pracautions must also be takon against communal intrigues 
or machinatims, I think the apvointment of a properly 
representative Public Sgrvices Comnission will b4 « gu- 
fficiont guarantasa that no community shall, infuture, 
be improperly dsprived of its due share of Government 
posts, I can think of no othsr Solution which would modt 
the naeds of the situation. Won, howevar, Swarajya is 
attained the solution Will pw badly bea simple. The Pro- 
vincial Governments will hav- full powers to appoint 
their sarvants, and the Provinces having Muslim majori- 
ties wili, if the pras mt state of feelings continua, 
automatically have a majority of Muslin Government 
gervmts, In the All-India Services, a Servicas Conmiss-~ 


4on Will continue to make appoiktmant:, ; 


(Page 7, ¢01.2.3.) 
APPEAL TO HINDUS 
Ta the meantime, may 1 make & respactful 
apwml to the Hymius not to make much fuse about Governmen | 
appointm.nt? Fo commmity can aconomicadliy prosper which 
relied too much on government patronag:, What onrcantage 
of the populaticn rere thoir living that way? It is 


true that Goveramoant servants influance communal life 


otherwise than through their Salaries. The amowmt of 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


such influence can easily be exaggerated. Ag long as 

ths present conditions last, I wowld leave tha Government 
freq to distributs tha Leaves and fishes at thdir disposal 
as they chooses, The cream i8, in any casa, reserved for 
Burspzans; then come Anglo-Indians; Indians come last of 
all, To me this fight over crumbs 3¥uems to be the most 
insensible thing for any patriotic peraon to indulge in, 
Under Swarajya, the Government of avery Province will 
detarmine the Sanvtesion and the character of its admi- 
nistrative agency, It ie perfactly futile to enter into 


any pact about this matter now &r to quarrel ovar it, 
LOCAL BODI &S 


From Govarnmet Servic>s we dasce:d to Local 
bodies, I think the constitution of Local vodies mugt be 
Settled on lin 3 different from those of tne Legisl a- 
tures. The populatin rule Will not be sound in their 
case. The Lecal bodies do not legislate, They only manage 
local affairs, Local affsirs are local, after all, and 
must ve manag dG according to the special circumstances 
of each locality. But, if the Muslims insigt on the 
popul at fon basis, I will let them have it that way. While 
they will be the gainers in Soma Provinces, they will be 


thea losers in o* hers, 
THERE UNIVERSITIES 


Ae for Universities and othe aducational 
institui ns, they ara the last vlacas where any communal 
a@istinction sho aa be alliowad, That will be poisoning 
the Whole intallactual life of the nation, I can undar- 
stand and apvoreciate special facilitiss being asked for 
cla2zsea considared backward, G4 ve them Spacial acho] ar- 
ships , oven eduéationsl centres in areas larg ly occu- 


pied by @uchclasses; even assign larger or special grants 
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from public revenues for their benefit, without dislo- 
Gating or injuring existing institutions, In this conn- 
ection I will say 2t once th t+ I did not Lik- or aprrove 
of tha opnosition offered by some Hindu members of the 
‘Punjab Lagislative Council to the ovoning of Interme- 
dieee Colle:3s ¢xexkre Carpbdellnur, Tyallpur and Gujrat, 
If thay objected to more monsy being spent on Arts 
Colleges, the best thing for them was to suggest the 
transfar of ons or two colleges from the Mast to the 
Wost, I am afraid an anal:sis of the conduct of some 
Hindu manberes of the Pynjabd Lagislativa Cowncil both in 
the lest coimcil and in the presmt one, will not 
convince any fair-minded pearson thrit tha whole blame for 
ths pres nt communal teamgion in the Punjab cin bea laid 
at ths door of Mian Pazal-i-Russain, The rasponsidility 
_ for much of what tha Myon hag done or is doing, rasts wit 
ths buresucratic Governmant, Perhaps he has baan its 
Yeady and willing tool, ‘as his own views coincided with 
thé of the Govarnmont. Hindu critics showd h ave seen 
into the gams and Should not havi allowed themselves to 
be made the unconscious instrunents of the bureaucracy 
in craating mora bal blood between the communities, In 
any ca3Sa, the future g-neration will not acaqult them of 
all share in helping however wmeonscinusly to bring 
about the crisis throucsh which we are akankxtkne passing, 
In my juigment the ¥éags25¢ Non-Co~operation movement 

is also partly rosponsitlie for 1%, Personally I do not 
care at all about posts or about admissions into the 
Goverment Arts ColB ges, The casa lg, however, differmt 
with the profe®sional colleges, In their case the 
allocation of numbers to differant communiti as regardless 
of merit would loWer the standard of education and ths 
subseduent efficiency of the successful units, These 


_ are, however, minor mattars to which undue importance 


Bho uld not be attached, 
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SUGGESTIQNS SUMMED Up 

Now to summarise the sSugzestions, If have 
made: | 
| (1) Free your minds from the pernicious 
hosteine of absolute rizhta, . 

(2) purge your politics of "religion", 

. (dogmatic religion), 

(3) Rationalise religion as much as posaldle, 
and lay emphasigi only on pagxix oSsentials, 

(4) Remova Social barriers which Separate 
and e8trange one community from another, 

(5) Love India above any other country in the 
world, and be Indians first and last, 

(6) Concentrate all efforts on improving 
eidibteita at home.That does not debar you from sympa 
thising with your fellow-religionrists abro a and helping 
. them occas Sonally provided that your duty to your own 
cowmtrymen permits of tt, In this respect follow Turkey 
and Egypt. 

(7) Don't fret at Shuddi, Tt has coma to 
stay. 

(8) You can try Sgngathan and Eanzim, if 
you can purge them of Anti-Muslim and Anti-Hyndu feelings 
which, in my opinion, is vory difficult, 

(9) Have proportional representationin 
Legislatures if you may, but do not insist on separate 
al ctorates, 

(10) Divide the Pynjabinto two Provinces to 
make majority rule effectiva, 

(11) Don't insist on populat ‘on being the 
rule of euvawentatina in local bodies, Byt if you must, 
you havin awk hera, again, do not insist on separate 
el ecto rat +s, 


(12) Have P biic Servic->s Commissions to 


regulate the filling of Goverment posts on cartain 
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general broad principles, 


(13) No communal representation in Univer- 
sities and educational istitutions, But special faci- 
lities for badcward classes may be provided with special 
grants from public revenues for their benefit, 

The Tribune dated December 17, 1924, pee 2/7, col.1/2-35, 
HINDU MUSLIM PROBLEM - XIII 
(By Lala Lajpat Raiy 


SAD STATE OF AFFAIRS 


No Indian, whof# loves his country, can 100k 

Upon the prevailing stats of things excapt with the most 

excrutiating pain and anguish, There are men inthe . 

purl iclife of the country, who have given thelr all in the 

bo pethst vefore they die thay may sea the Godiess of 

Liberty ruling over their beloved native land. They have 

pw up with all kinds of humiltfations sufferings and 

losses, sand Sacrificed every comfort and convenience, 

and evan neslected their children for the sake of this, 

the one single object of their life. Absorbed in this 

their one passion they have treated with Supreme con- 

tempt all kinds of calcuBnies, libels and sianders, 

that have bveen heaped on their devoted heads by the 

foreign rulers of the land, and alSo by some among their 

own comtrymen, They have Sean their juniors rise over i 

their heads to the highest offices under the State and 

to tne mo st ‘alluring position® in life, They have suff- 

ered insults and rebukes at the hands of men who were 

not evan Worthy of unlooSening the strings of their 

shoes. They hav-> been followed like criminals, imprisoned 

and banished like common felons, but have never lost hope 
.And after all this, they are told most ssriow 


Sly and solemly, both by Hindus and Muslmans, that 
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Hindu-Mysl im unityis impossible, which means that 
SWaraj is impossible, or in other words, that they have 
been pursuing a shadow, a phantom, and living in a fool's 


paradise and wasting their lives! 
UNITY AND SVWARAJ 


. Oht how crushingly painful it is, Yet in 
the light of what is happening, how plausible and appa- 
rently unanswerable! Amongst those who hold that unity 
is fnpodelbve there are men of light and leding, men of 
learning and Scholarsh ip, men of influence and position 
ev an sea, whe have a record of great service and sSacrifi- 
as in fields other than political. On the other hand 
KWhers are men who aSsure us that th ‘s is a passhag phase 
‘tha Hindus and Mu8imans can be maje to and will aven- 
tually forget what has happened at Multan, Saharanpur, 
Delhi, Allahabad, Luck o¥, Shahjahanpur, Lahore, Amritsar 
Amethi, Sambhal, Gulbarga and Kohat, that they will not 
only shake hands but embrace each other in love and 
fraternity as S8o0on as the Muslim claims in the political 
field are admitted and accepted. There are still obhers 
who maintain tha peace and good-will will reign in _ 
India as Boon as Engli shmen will have left us, and that 
therefore, all that is saneee at present 13 a union which 
will reswt in the expulSion of the foreigner. They do 
not tell us, however, how, in face of the prevailing 
distrust, thie union is to be drought about, how the 
foreigner is to be axpelled and lastly how the expulsion 
of the foreigner evenif it was practicable, Would, vy 
4tself, solve the problem of Hyndu-Muslim diff asrencas, 
Is it the foogienas that loots and desecrates temples 
and mosques? Ig it he that kills people and burns property. 
Is it his hand that strikes children and women or dis- 
honours the latter? No, they say, the hands are those of 


the Indians, but the brains are of foreigners. 
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The Tribune dated Dec.17.1924, page 7,001.3,4, 
HINDU MUSLIM PROBLEM XIII 


HOW UNITY IS TO BE ACHIEVED 


Assuming that to be 80x how are We going to 
put these brains out of operation? The reply is, vy 
conceding Muslim demands in almost every respect, Mahat- 
ma Ji himself said that the average Nussalman was a & 
bully and average Hindu a cowardice and also that cow- 
ardice Was worse than death, and yet the remedy he 
sugs est ed wq8 that Hindus must concede to the Mus3almans 
de and other minorities all that they demanded in the 
political field, Applying that rule to the Punjab, the 
result will be Muel ima 55, Sikhs 33, and non-Mus] ims 
anén on-Sikhs 12, Is that the remedy? No, say the Mus] ins, 
we do not want concessions; we Want our rights, and the 
rights, as they view them, are What have been stated 
above, Somes of their spokesmen add: “wie you don't do 
thet now, we Shall declare Johad against you, when you 
have got it," ‘Nationalist! Myslim leaders, men Who 
advocate communal representation in all institutions in 
the land ant a fixed provortion of Govemment sgervic-s, 
say "On! Don't listen to Ziauddins and Faz] Hussains, 
‘they represent no-body, They are, in alliance with the 
foreigner, ® Thay forget, hoWever that the demands put 
fo ward by themselves ars exactly the demands of 
Ziauddins and Fasl Hussains, the difference dbsing no 
greater than that between tweedledium and tweed sdee. 
The only difference is that one is called A.M, Jinnah, 
Esquire, and the other Dr, Ziauddin.These friends of 
course forget that there are aS many Ziauddins and Faz] 
Hugssins among the Hindus as among the My8almans, and if 
the Hindu Nationalists, had listened to them, there woul 
have beanno movem isnt for political freedom. And without 


that movement there Would have been no Shafis, Sarmas 
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and Saprus in the Government of Indie; nor would there 
have been Fazl Hussains and Mahm uda bads in the 


Provincial Government, 
TaLK OF Jad 


At least this much credit must be given to 
the Hindu Nationalists that their efforts have baen 
principally instrumental in bringing the country nesrer 
Swarajya than 1% would possibly have bdgen othe rwis e The 
Muslim aducated community, with a faw honourable excep- 
tions, had in the past ani until only a short while ago, 
con-istently opnosed these afforts. The Hyndus do not 
Want any special favours. All they ask for is justica and 
fair play. If the present aituation ig in any way un- 
favourable to the Muslim community, they will eons 
- too Willing to agree to any changes Which the Muslims 
desire, suiject only to one condition, They will not 
willingly and voluntariy be parties to any compromisa or 
arrangenent which Will make real and lasting unity im- 
possible. For God's sak>, don't threaten us with Jehad. 
VY, have seen many "“Jshade"! For the last twelve 
hundred years We have heard that cry evary day of our 
national sxistence, Yet, Jehads have not succeaded in 
killing ue, and God willing, no threat of J>had will 
influence us by one hair's breadth in our determination 
to continue to liv>. We are prepared to Subordinate 
our Communal 1ifs to national life, For united national 
existence, we would do anything, but We shall not submit 
to threats or to coercion, It is true that Muslim distrust 
of Hindus can succeSsfully block the avenues of Swarajya, 
put brothas Muslims! don't forget that active Hindu 
hostility may also bs productive of some harm to tha 
Islamic world. Away, then, with these threats and dis- 


trust. Let u8 live and struggls for freedom as brothers 
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Whose interests are one and indivisible, Let us live 
and die for each other, 90 that India may live and 
Prosper as a Nation. India is neither Hindu nor Muslin. 


It is not even both. It is one, it is India, 
TO THE HINDUS 


to the Hindus, I will say, "If there are any 
among you Who still dream of a Hyndu Raj in this country; 
who think they can crus the Mussalmans and be the 
Supreme power tn this land, tell them that they are 
fools, or toba more accurate, that they are insaneg 
and that their insanity will ruin their dinduiem along 
with their country. For God's sake don't listento them 
and don't be guilty of patricide. You have no one outside 
India to help you. You are like @ lonely waif in the 
World and your position is extremely delicate. Be sensible 
and show your readiness to listen to the dictates of 
juetice, Oe and patriotism. Be even ready to make 
Bacrifice if such Sacrifice does not stulify you or 
nullify your desire for nationhood, Give pp your pride 


and listen to reason and commonsense, That is the only 


- ee 


way to sgalvation.® 
THR ACT UALITI sS 


To leaders like Mahatma Gandhi I wenia Say in 
all humility: "Sirs, do not pit the cart before the 
horse. Do not aszum9 the existence of denadtign Which do 
not exist. Lastm to the voice of experience and caution, 
It is better to procesd slowly than to run away with 
assumptions and presimptions Which Would not only do no 
good but might land your country into pits. Do not try 
to changa human nature simply by reBolweions and exhor- 
tations, Give it time." I am convinced that 4f in 1920 
and 1921, Mahatna Gandhi had listened to the voice of 


th 
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those who had greater experience of the publiclife of 
the comtry, the reaction of 1923 and 1924 would not 
have veen so terrible. The assunptionthat 7 crores 
of Myslims hed accepted non-co-operation, was absolu~ 
tely unwarranted. It was too much to expect educated 
Muslime to giva up opportunities of preferment and 
promotion which which they were just beginning to got, 


the Hindus being al roady much in advance. This was a 


demand which was bond 6 and did avantually strain their 


loyalty to the leaders. I don't blama them for "not 
listening to the Llattoer®, Let us restart ow work with 
graater ragard to tre actualitiscs of life and the 
possibilities of human nature, and wa may yet live to 
8ee our efforts proving fruitful. Amen! 

I have not seid all that I wanted to say, 
I have deliberately kept back some important and un8a- 
vou ry facts that recently cama to my knowledge, in the 
hope that there wili be no need to g@ vo publicity to 


th en, 


The Tribune dated Decambor 1911924, pace 4, col}, 


THE CENTRAL SIKH LEAGUE 
RESCLUTION ON CURRENT APFAIRS 


(Fpom the Secretary) 


The Ceneral Committee of the Central Sikh 
League mat on the 15th instant inthe offices of the 
League, Hall Bazar, Amritsar, under the presidency of 
Sardar Mangal Singh and passed amongst otha s the 
following resolutions: - 


(1) The Ganoral Committee of the Cpgntral 


Sikh League, while firmly of opinion that the anarchical 


organisations would not sacure Swaraj, for India, 
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- 


strongly eondesms the arbitrary action of the Govern- 
ment of India and Government of Bengal in promulgating 
and recommending a lawless ordinance without consul- 
tation with the Legislative assembly and applying an 
obsolete regulation thus endangering the liberties of 
millions of peaceful and innocent inhabitants of Bengal, 

The League is further of opinion that, in view 
of the past experdnce and in view of the fact tha many 
prominent Swarajists have been arrested under thesa 
Measures, the tlow is really aimed at the Swarajists in. 
Bengal who Were bacoming rather inconvonient for the 
Government of Lord Lytton, 

(2) The Central Sikh League deeply feels 
for the families of the returned emigrants wh Wer 
imprisoned and hanged during Sir Michael O'Dwyer's 
regime and calls unon the people to send donations for tha 
for tha Prisoners Rel ief Fund organised by the League. 
It was also dacided that a deputation consisting of 
S. Amar Singh Jhabal, sonof Marchand Singh, Rais Lyallpur 
S, Thakar Singh Domeli and S, Wadhava Singh sho wd go 
ows to collect subscriptions for the Prisoners! Family 


Relief Funa. 
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fhe Tribune dated January 6, 1924, pagal, col8.1-2. 
THE AXALI LEADERS' [RIAL 


Lahore, Jan. 6 = Not oniy the weight of 
publi ic opinion but also the force of ageument was on 
tna side of the op-osition in the debate conc:rniins the 
Akali leaders! trial that took place at the first ma-t- 
ing of the new Pynjabd Legislative Council, The Govarn- 
mnt had eieeans obtain31i the sum of twenty-fiva 
thousand rup223 from the Co meil in the month of October 
for the conduct of the Akali trial. It noW wanted an- 
other lakh of rupes for the ee purpose, And yet the 
authorities were fully aware of the extrene uwrpooil arity 
of the pol ic, that had led to this trial both in the 
Council and outside it; and Sir John haynard in order 
to make a show of reasonableness and Govarnmnent's love 
of economy axprassed its readiness to abats tha demand 
vy half and actually did so. The opyvosition, howaver, 
could not ba mislead v7 this astute move on the part of 
the Fanance Member, and more than one mem ter as<xai the 
Govarnment whathor it Was a eel reduction in expen-~ 
diture or whether it was a mera blind and the Gov-rnment 
pro oSed to come forward at the next session of the 
Council with a fresh temand. Ag regards that straight- 
forWard gucstion the Government maintained a discrest 


and convanioent silenca, 


“or had the Gov -rnment any axplanation to 
giva as to why they attached such extraordinary impor- 
tance to the trial, and why it was considered impsrative 
to appoint @ Special cowmse] on 4n exorditant fee for 
the prosecution of the Akal i leaders, Tho argument that 
this was n-ceSsitatead by the defence amplovying able 
law. ers Was wnconvincing. In the first place, this 


argument ignored actual facts. It was long aftar the 
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the Government had Setalaad @ spacial “counsel for the 
Case, that the accused engagad thair lawyars; and tha 
Government had no means to knoWing befo rahand the iden- 
tity of the lavwer8s whom the latter wowid employ for 
thetr defence, Ag Sqr John Maynard himself stated, the 
Government had entrusted the case to thair Counsel at 
least five Weexs before the actual tricrl commanced or 
the complaint was filed in Court, W qth what consistency 
couid he than urge that it was the sccuged's cho4%ce 
of thair Comsel that determined the Government's 
choice? Isa not thea predumption far mora legical and 
consistent with commonsense that 1t was the accused 
persons who were to some extent influencad by the action 


of ths Govarnment in casosing their Counsel? 


EVen B8Upposing for the sake of argumant that 


the er were not what they are, the Governmant had no 
justification fo make an exception of the case and vlace 
an oxtra burien onA tne finances of the province which 
were Already in a deplorable state. Tne law.-ers 

engaged in the defence of the Akali leaders are every 
da, apnearing in the courts of the Province in ordinary 
criminal trials, and the proS-cution in those cases is 
alwa 8 entrusted to the ragular members of the law ' 
department, Wh»re was the necessit of Government 


treating this trial as one of such exceptional im>ort- 


ance a8 to require the services of a special counsel? 
One can understand a person accused of a criminal offen | 
seeegtnu the test availsble co msel who8e charges he 
Can conveniently must, and, ordinarily, the weakoar a 
case tha abler is tne cowmsel whose servicasd are #o wht, 
The Bana conSidarations, howavar, do not and cannot 


apply to Government. All criminsl ¢c:ses ought to have. 


the sang importance to Govarnment, regardless of tha 
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individuality of the accused, aniees. We course, eher’s 
is a particuwar reason for Govarnment to desire a conv- 
ictiom., This, as Sqr John Maynard said, was not and 
cowd not be the intention of the Governmant. In that 
CaSe, a11 that was nocoSsary for Government to do ‘as 

to appoint one of the public prosecutor or the Government 
Advocate to conduct the trial, because the duty of the 
Prosecuting agency is simply to place the evidencsa 
befors tha court, and for that pur o8@ the services of 
any public prosecutor ought to have been Pegavded as 


sufficient, 


4 


It is true that the Council has by a majority 
granted Rs.75,000 for the prosscution of the casa and 
may a18o0 in future stant aqually havy sums for the pure 
pose, But jet the Governmant remamber that the vast 
bulk of Hindu and Sikh elected members voted against tha 
Propos ition and the Province genarally looks upon the 
action of the Governmant with disfavour, Of the 41 mem- 
vera Who votad for the Governmsant more than half wa-e 
officials or nominated members, While only 3 or 4 Ware 
HdAtof f£$8d# non-Muslim elected members, On the other 
side, there were 7 Mussalmans, 10 Sikas and 17 Hindus, 
The Government thus carried the day simply on the stren- 
eth of of ficial or semi-official votes; and this tha 
Government can do in rega:d to almost all matters 80 
long as tre Cowmcil is constituted as it is, If the 
Government desires to rule the Province on the mere 
strength of official cr reactionary votes in the 
Council, ws havenothing to say; if it does not want to 


Go $0, the path of duty is plain before it, 
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Tho Tribune dated Janusry 24, 1924, page 5, col,], 


SaTYAGRAHA AT BHAI PILERU 


THES OFICIAL VERSION - THE MUTATION ORDER 


The Deputy Commissionar of Lahore sends 
to us the following for publication regarding the 
article entitled "Satyagraha at Bhai Pheru" published 


in The Tribune of 19th instant, 


(i) Mr. Bhagat 18 quite right in his 
statement that the lands in dispute at Bhat Pheru form 
part of the property of the Gurdwara, This pro-erty 
was formerly under the management of Mahant Kishan Das; 
in accordance with the mutation ordar it will now be 
shown in the revenue papars as the poverty under the 
management of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhik 
Commit tae, 

A part of the property including the land 
in dispute has been for a long time in possession of 
certain Jdasi Sadhus, Tys position of thase t3nan ts 
who,.. are entered in the revenua records (as tenants- 
at-wibl) is described in the foliowing extract from 


tre mutation order x which Mr, Bhagat omitted to,,,,,:= 


The S.G,P.C, has not yet obtained ,...tive 
possession of the ¥nle of the Gurdwara lands, A por- 
tion of them is ....1d by Udasi S,dhus who for soma 
time have heli for free of rent and in some casesf fraa 
‘of revenue, Several of them have admitted the control 


the SS, @. P. GC. and have entered into agraement with 


it; but the majority are in ......... the sam? position 


as they ... w re under thse Mahant , that is to say, 
proprietary 
weceee Y Claim PtdRert# oroccupancy rights, I am not 


concsrned With th-se clain#® in the prasent proceedings, 
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If and when S. G, P, CG. isauss notices for ejectmant 
& ainst them, they can ......-.+6. regular silts to 


establish their claims, 


Tre law relating to tenants is contained 
in section 41 to 47 of the Punjab Tenancy Act. sriefly 
it provides atas notices of 6} ectment Shall be. 
issuad through a rewenus officer and If any t mant 
against whom the notice 1s issued shal have the 
right to con,..... his liability to obdjactment by 
maans of .. a regular suit filed in a revenus court, 
If ha does not file a suit, or if the ..... fails, tha 
revenue officer ej ects the tanant; but the ejactmant is 
not ordi,....... omeeeseee carried out at any other 


time ,.... betWeen the first of Mav and the ewe Of 


June. Theobject of the last pro-....... is to disturb 
as little as possible ..... course of agricutural 


operations, 


The effect of the mutation order is to 
place the S, @, Pp, C, in a position to apply for the 
issue of regular .........9f ajectment against any 
tenants Whom it. wished to tact. When these notices 
ha@ deen t#@sued the tanants ........, if they so wished, 
file suits to establish tne Kesapanoy or nropvrietary 
fights which they claimed, but the burden for proving 


this claim Would rest on than, 


The position hadi b> n @xrlained by ..... 
psraonslly to the varties on several ........sions 
When previous trouble ae .......tened at Bhai Pheru, 
It was fulivy .......ciated by tha counsel Tepre Sant ing 

Pprocesad inga 
the S. G, P, OC. in he mutation pe@aedbatisa? and the 


procedure is of such a.cormoa occurvence ch wt it is 


known to ....- oWmers of land, From the outset it was 
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made claar that dispossession by fo ca would not de 


permitted, ; = 


(eo) Instead having resort to the ordinary 
processes of law, bands of Akal is ~.e...fassing to 
act under the order of the S, o, Pp, C, have dbaen attanpt- 
ing sincs the 1st of January to obtain forcible po3se- 
ssion of the land in the occupation ...... soma of these 
t-nants are being given and will be given tha protaction 
against for......... dispossession to which they are 
seeeeeebitied an the bands of Akalis hava been dealt 
With under the criminal law, But there is no intention 
Whatavar to sive any tenant mora protection thatn that 
to which he has a legal right, then and if netioda of 
e jectment of the tensants are issued, regular ejectment 
of tha tenants will follow in the ordinary courso of la¥, 


unless they can prove occun mcy and vro~rietary rishta, 


In 8h rt, the leg 1 road is opon to any one 
Who cared to take it, the way of lawiessne8s is closed 
and will remsin clozed, 
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The Tribune dat et Fabruiry 23, 1924, page 5, cols 1-2 


FIRING aT JalITOo 
SEVERAL CASUALTIES R&PORTED 


DR. KIFCHL MY AND MR. GIDVANI ARREST ED 


Lano re, Fabruary 22 °* 
News has reach:d her this morning that on 
J *he arvival of the Jatha of COC Axalie eat Jaito yestorday 
afterno™m they wore fired upon 48 a result of which a 
num ver of perso.8 have bean killed and wounded, But no 


official inforn tion is fortzrcoming, 
| ‘BOFORS THE JATHA ARRIVES 


Two W.L.A'S Turned Back, 
of “ir, Shainmukham Cnetty, M.L.A., and Raizada 

Hane Raj, “.1.A., Who had gona to Jaito on the norning 
of the 219% in-tant from Dalhi to watoh thea arrival of 
the Shahidi Jatha and, if necassary, to enjoin uvon it 
the imperative need of maintaining perfect non-violance 
were tucned back from the place under orders of Mr, 
Wilson-‘ohnston, the Administrator of the Nabha Stata, 
Interviewd d7 a Propresentative of the Fribune they 
Stateal that they Were acco3tad by cartain police con=- 
stables 38 soon a8 thay slighted at the Jaito Béticdt 
Btation and Were askad to gn oack, ‘Thoaralpon, at their 
request thay were taken to a aub/insosctor of police 
who after refarring the matter to the Administrator 
did not allow thom to ent-:r th. :own and made the tro 
entlemen leave Jalto by the first train for Lahore, 
fhe jatha had not arrived when they ewleft at 3-30 vo.m, 

| (From the Vernac lar Press) 

COMI*G OF TUT JATHA 
The shahidgd jatha, which after taking tha 


vow of non-violence Start>d fromAnritsar an tre Oth 
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ws 


February with the obj ct of re-starting the Akhand Path 


at the Gurdwara Gang.ssar reached the boundary of the 
Nabha State on the 21st instant, Police man were it 
is stated, at every fiftyyards between Gyrdwara and 

Ja ito, Dy. Kitchl at, Principal Gidwanit and an American 
repreBantative of the New ‘ork Tines had already 
reachal the boundary by motor am were prevented frm 
going furthar by cartain officars who shook hands with 
MeSere Gidwant and Kitchliew and told them that they 
Were not pormitted to enter the State Territory, Dr, 
Kitchiew, thereupon, asked if there was any order to 
that effect and sas Landed @ pap rin reply which was 
found to b9 meant for the Jatha. On Dr, Kitchlew indi- 
cating this, the Police [¢ficer asked them to wa t till 
@® messenger, whom he was Sending to the Adminstrator 
brozht a reply. In the meantin: the Jatha had also 
arrived and two police officers attempted to read out 
the orders to it, but cowldnot succaed on account of the 


noise created by the crowd acconpany ng the jatha, 


THE FIRING 
The Jatha proceeded onwards and when it 
approamed the GyurdWara Gingasar, Mr, Wilson Johnston, 


the Administrator, and other offic-rs attempted to 


‘pead owt tt to it the same order, i.e. only fifty men 


could enter the Gurdwara on widertaking to return after 
fitnis hing the Akhand Path. Byt here too there was too 

much nolse to allow the order to be haard by the jatha, 
They were then agke@l to disperse or they would be fired 
upon. The last words were repeat:d three times, Arter 
a while firing conmenced, Som pwple cried ow th t tha 
firing was blank, Type firing continued for about two 

minutes, after which there was a search for the wounded 


and the dead. Barely three minutes had elasped when 
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firing recommenced resulting, it is reported, in seve- 
Fal deaths and wounded, Little caring for the firing 
the Shahidi Jatha in fwfiimant of tha vow cepdeedea on, 
By the time vhen firing ceased, they h al ent er ed the 
Gurdwara, 

RwSSRS. KITCHILSV AND GIDWANI ARC(ESTHED 

On baing informad of the firing on the Jatha, 
Mesers, Gidwani and Kitchlaw proc ded towards the svot 


and ware almost immediately arrested. 


The reporter of the Punjab Khilafat Committee, 
Dr, Kehar Singh am all the Savatars are said to have 
been arrested. The police tosk poSsessionof the carts 
containing provisions and lugtage, 


TELEGRAN TO NABXYA VINISTER 


Dr, Zhan Chand Dev, Sacratary, National 
Medi cal Colleges, Lahore, has sent the following t2legram 
to the Nabha Administrator:- 

On dohalf of 4at ional Medical Collega equ st 
permission one dozen ambulance men under qualified 
doctor to render aid to wounded at Jaito. In antici- 
pation of permisston and to save t ime the party is leavin 
tonizht. : 

SHAHTDI JATHA 
TZ "GRMN TO VICEROY 
ll The fol owing telegr m aS sent by Sardar 
Gurubarhsh Singh,M.L.C. to the Vicsroy, Dalhi, Govwornor, 
Lehore and Administrator Nabha at 4-40 p.m. on the 19th 
inst amt: 

Wakhand Path ral izious fPimction Sikhs dater- 
mined perform piouw duty Jaito Interfer ende religious 
rights creata critical aituation, “o arbitra gy Limit 


can be put for attendance Hops Government issue ord=re 


pefore 28t wart further friction." 
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The Tribune dated Fabruary 24, 1934, page 1,col.!-2, 


FIRVING aT JAITO 

Lahore, Sunday, February 24 - 

It i9 a etriking coincidence that on the very 
Qa; and perhaps about the very time when the Lezisiat ive 
Agsembdly “as Listening to'iir. Rangachariar's axvlanation 
of the Bill to rastrict tha use of firs arme for the 
Qispers.1 of assemblies ‘to really necessary cases, there 
hapnened at a place, not far from the Cavital, of India, 
one of those grim tragedies though ths usa of fire arms, 
which, no matter what might be their rizhts or wrongs, 
are bound to be wriversally deplored. We do not at she 
ti ma of writing know all the facts of the case and so 
far as We do know anything about the Perrr yy 4ncidant 
there are clearly tW¥o wareing Wh ich conflict in some 
material particulars, But 1% is not necessary to know 
nore about the incidant that wedo to See that it raiss 
exvetiy the questions which Mr. Rangachariar's 58411 is 
an attempt to settle, namely, wheather for tha obdjact 
which the authorities had in view firing Was an a Wolute 
nec-#ssity, and whether assuming that it was nec saity, 
the crxlitions tht raqi tired to be fulfilled before firing 
was resorted to were #dbisld Opes satisfied, Another 
question which the incident raises 1s as important as . 
either of tha above two, though it is not touched by 
Mr, Rangacnariar’s 3111,8s0 far as once can judge from 
his exolenation, namely, whether asswming that firing 
War justified, staps ware takan to ensure itsbaing 
confined to within atrictly necassary limits, so that the 
Casualtiss might be no heavier than the circumstanc:s of 
the cise made imper:i ive, All these qu stions must be 
answerec vsfore the publ ic can be satisfied that the 
denlo rable tragad that hes just taken place was un- 


avo idabla 
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The tragsd: ie a part of the setruggie which 
has been goin on for some timo butween the Sikh comnu- 
nity an tho Government makes it ail the more necessary 
for the latter to lose no time not only in answering thes 
questions by publ ishing all the facts of the case -- 
it has already done something in this direction by issu- 
ing a communique on which fe ro-srve our comments --- 
but in satisfying the pudl ic that its own v -reion of the 
incident is correct, There 13 one and but one way in 
Wehich it ean do eo, vy holiing @ vearching enquiry ise 
to theoccurrence by means of a mixed committee in- 
cluding amongst i*s members popular repre@eantatives in 
the Assem Wy ag Woll 28 the Punj2b Council noted for 
their probity and their independenca; and that is the 
Step which we call upon the Covernmant with all the 
Btrmsth and earnestness at our commsni to take, Let it 
not maks tho mistacs it has 80 often made in the past 
of proceeding on t ba assunption that it 18 enough to 
satisfy itteelf by a merely official enguiry, That 
assumption can only make as it has in the past always 


maida, its cuse Worse, India may not be under responsi- 


ble zovernmant é#ded4ds AHF44 DakG#H yot, Lut she was 
less under ragc:onsiblse govarimant @ decade and a haif 
ago when Lord Morley declared that it was not only 

possible but in the highest degree exosendient for 

Fngland to observe the spirit of parl tamantary demo- 

cratic goverment in India, svan though ita forms aid 

not exist, and infinitely less so eighty sears ago 

when the Court of Directors, the then master of the 
Government of Iy,dia, laid down the soversign principle 

that it was not enough to do justice, tut to satisfy 

the parté®e that justic; hal been dna. In this matter 

of tl Sikh struggle ths Governm mt has from tha firat 


disregarded this elem mtary princizle of governmant - 
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of gov-rnment under modern conditions, Let it not 
repeat that disastrous mistake in the present case, 

To fire upon a crowd and inflict casualties upon it 

to th extent of at least 14 ki. ied and 34 wo nded_ 
is a much more 8@#ios thing than even beating non- 
Violent Jathas to anconeciousness, as was done at Guri- 
ka- Bagh, and the Govcrnment must cl arly see irfinitealy 
greater danger in the one case than in the other of 
letting judement go against it by default, 


va The Tribune dated Foebruary 24, 1924, page 3, 0018, 2,3, 4, 


THE JAITO TRAGHDY - 14 KIV.LED AND 34 WOUNDED 
THE OFFICIAL VERS ON - AcW TARE . IRE WAS 


OPE. 3D = JATHA DISO3ZVS ORDER T2 STOP 


Awrits-.r, Febru.ry 21 = Sensational n ws 
from Jaitchas reached hn re; and a report from‘a non- 
Sikh eye-vitias3s dascribes that toe Shahidi Jatha of 
500 4kali#, which started o1 t°e 9th instant, roached 
boundaries of Nabhea Stata asterday at amut 12 noon, 
ip, Geawant and My, Zimmad of the Yew York Times who 
had procaedet in a ear had beei stopped, Some Sixhoffi- 
ce-s of the Sgate met the Jatha on &he boundary of the 
Nabha State, and announced an order poiting out that 
only fifty of them cowld go to t** Gurdwara on giving an 
undertaking tht thay would return forthwith after they 
nad paid their respects, The Jatha is mentioned as 
having replied that 1% wold go to the Gangasar Gurdwara 
and resume the Akhand Yath, The Jaths which kiraxk was 
follows? by innumerable crowds shouted Sat Sri Akal, 
and any furtoer omors Were hardly audible, The jatha, 
however, @dvancead, Singing Shabd.is; and huge crowds 
eagerly and out of Sheer curtosity followed, As it 


reachad the GurcWara Tidi Sahib, a smaller shrine 
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shrine about two furlongs from Gurdwara G,ngasar, the 
State officara followed by soWar# Kept thaJatha in check 
and ofderod the Jatha to retires, falling which it was 


Pointed out that firing wold be onenad, 


The Jatha is stated to have stood unwavered 


and was, determined to advance, 


Fhe aya-Witnress then descrids tht at this 
stage the authorities opened fire, and there wre some 
Cazualti 2 both from amongst ths crowds and the Jatha 
which hai drawn itself in two lines, one in front and 
@noth or benind with Guru Grunth Sahib between those two 
rows. after & short while When firing Waa stopped, the 
Yatua people lifted their killed and woundei companim 8 
and adwanced, Ths eye-witness saya that firing was 
opsaned Second tims, At this point the crowd stopped; but 
the jatha advenc*t; and there were a few more Ccasualti s, 
and as the Jatha reached the polics corden firing was 
Stopysad, The aysevitneass returned at about 4-30 o.m, and 


Qidn t notices anything further, 


AMERICAN JO URW AL ISt'S VERSION 
FIRE OPENED ONLY ONCE, 
Amritsar , Feb, 21 - Nothing further is haard 
about the happening at Jaito, Mr, Zamand raprasentative 
of the "Yew York Tiems", who returns here today, does not 


agree With the version of the non-Sikh eyewitness wired 


this aft -rnoon, ‘9 8a78 toast as so >on as he had re ched 
the Nabha territor, an official of the State had 


inforzed Dr, Kitchlew that they could not enter the 


a 


State boundary,4r, Zimand at once got ovrvt of the car, 
stating that he wo not prapared to disr aspect or 
disobey the laws and orders of any covarnment, Ag a 


matter of fact, he was to leave for * sshaWar the day 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


he left for Jaito on the advice of cert.n friends, He 
says that he was most courteo Bly treated by a Sikh 
official of the State, who irranged for his conveyance 

on return, Being at a considsrable distance from tha 
ecene of action, he did not se. anything, It is fu rthar 
understood that there was firing only oncs, and not 


twice as mentiored before, At about 6 p.m, that evening, 


the Jatha was arrested by the State Poli os, 


The affair has caused concern at Amritsar 
which is apparent from the enthusiasm and excitem=it in 
the city. In front of the Akal Takht this mornin , ths 
Ose of the occur-ence was heard by a huge crowd 
almost in tears, It is understood tht preparations are 
afoot to organise another similar jatha composed of 
1000 instead of 500, and it will march earlier than 
previously contemplat.d, Doctors Bhatia, Madan, “artap 
Singh, and S,nt Dyas have also laft in motor caro to 


render medical assistance to thawo mded perso ns, 


THE OFFICIAL “RS IOW 

ALL EGE) USE OF FIRE ARS BY AKALIS 

14 KILLED AND 34 WO W DED 

; Delhi, February 22 - The following communi que 

ie ieeaeare 

The recent order issue d by the Administrator 
of Navha State, tagarding the conditions of admission to 
the Curdwara at Jaito, has been disr: garded by the Akal is 
in spite of frequent intiwatio.3; and the jatha of 500 
Left Barzeari in the Fgridkot State shortly after the 
no nh yesterday and advanced on Jaito -creened by a tudy 
of some 6000 other Ayal + Who moved on gix hundred 
yards in frmt in great cexth armed with lathis, chhavis 


spears and firearms, The aiministritsr with five State 
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Officials advanced about a hundred yards to meet the 
Akalis, :ave them full warnings, that if they did not 
comply with the orders he wo wld be mmpelled to open 
fire, This warning was utterly disragarded by the Akalis, 
_who hotly xtxxw pursued the Administrator and his party. 
At this point, a Nabha villager raceived a wound frm 4 
bullet fired by the Akalis, The Administrator gave order 
to fire three rounds of buck-shot at the leaders wh ware 
within a few yards, The line of 4kalis then swered to 
their right where a platoon of Nabha Infantry was in 
position, The order to fire three rounds controlisd 

fire with service ammunition was ziven by the Administ- 
rator. The Akalie and the jatha then made for a 8mall 
outlying Gurdwara called the Tibi S,hib; and one squadron 
of cavalry moved ovar to try and hoad them off, The 
Akalis at this moment increased thrir fire and delivered 
a doatermined attack led by a mowmted A’ali who gave 
orders in "nzlish to his comrades to charge. The fire 
from ten dismounted cavalry checked the Akalis, but the 
Jatha advanced umoer the Tibi Sahib. Whilst about two 
thousand Akalis swarnad into the Tibi Sahib Gurdwara, 
the remaindsr were already moving off; ai the party of 
2000 gradually broxe un leaving only 100 who are now 
under arrest at Jalto, Medical Agsistancs waa prmmptiy 
rendered to the wounded, Argter the firing Dr, Kitchiew 
and Professor Gidwani arrived on the ecene in a motor, 
and Were tak n into custody, Total Casualtiss so far 
ascartained ave fourtean dead and thirt;-fo uw wounded, 
The Jathe itself was not fired on, and no member of it 
was injured, Great c are was taken not to intorfere with 
the "Granth Sghib" Which has been deposited With cue 
re@pect in the Dharam@ela. A Special enquiry by a 
Magistrate has been ordered, 


contd; 
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AW EYE<VITNSSS'S STORY 


We have received the following from an sye- 


witness to the Jaito affair:- 


The Jaths of 500 along With thousands of 
people started for Jaito from Bargari at no on, praicaded 
by a mo tor Car carryins Dr. Kitchiew, Kr, Gidwani and 
an American representative of a newspip-r, Before enter- 
ing the Navha territory, tha car stopned eat the requast 
of the Amaric:n gentlaman, @o that he may take a fli 
viev of the advance of tha Jatha. About 50,000 pesovle, 
Bome of whom had lonz sticks in uand, ware with tha Jatha 
and most of than wers Leating the Jatha, After taxing «a 
bi>i3- eye view of ths Jataa tha car Went further, till 
thay received an ordar from th: Nabha authoritias not to 
enter their territory. fT, en the Jatna over-taking the 
Car laft it bohin’ and went further, The crowd Went 
abead and did nst heed the ordars given by some militacy 
offic rs wh- wee Fazlishmen, it is likely that the order 


werg inint iligidla ta the peopls, 


At this, the military openad fire, The tail 
of the crowd turnd3d heels, dut -93t 1f the yveople ad- 
vanced on with the Jatha, who were surrowmded on all 
sides by the people of tnh> villas, most of wham Were 
Wearing white turbans, The firing continued for 3 minutes 
nearly and inflicted SZom@ cadualtis., Than it ceased, 
But the peoples ‘n thousands Went on, The firing was opene 
again. But the paool. and Jatha movad on in BSvite of the 
firing. This tine the firing Was mora 6 rious and caused 
many casualties, I wac tehind the advancing crowd, But 
the persons Whs Were in the front aay that the numover of 
the casualticé may beput between 560 to 70 roughly. 


Deaths were approximately 15 or mor-, 


Arter the firi-g ceased, the cavalry bat 
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the people. Byt the Jatha with 12 or 15 thousand persple 
had gained the Guriwara Tidbi Sahib. Thay attended the 
wounded and gavws them water to drink, They with a good 
deal of difficulty managed to carry a cartizad of 
Yations, But all other carts carrying luggage ind tents, 
etc,, were seised bythe police and the military. After 
dispereing the crowd, the military turned thelr at ‘en- 
tion to the Jatha itsslf. It 13 said by the purle on 
the Spot that they vers baaten With the sticks nountad 
with pikea and they tied hand and foot ani loaded into 
bullock carts and carrisd away That use of the teils 
Was 2190 prohibited. Than the polic: askad tha psople 
in the Tibbdi Gurdwara to zo away. It cannot 03 Said 


what fato thay met, 


Dr, Kitchlew's motor car was behind in the 
Fatidio te territory at tra: time of firing, But news : 
come that altar tha firing ~i3 cVor, ths narty rechad 
the spot. It is vivea 01s a8 Wall that Mr, Gidwani and 
pr. kitchi ew Were afterwards arrest2i, I was With the r 
Jatha till the firing stopped, and wes all along watching . 


the events from behind, 


The Tribune dated Fabrmry 27, 1934, pas2 1, col.3, | 


THE JAITU AFFAIR 


It must be clear to Govarnm-nt that tha 
Jaitu affair has caused the gre.iest san@ation in tha 
country, and thst the Sikh community fn particula: is 
deeply stirred cver it. <A,gcording to ths Amritsar 


= 


correspondent of the Civil and Military Gazatie ttre 
happenings at Jaito have -rou3sed & graat deal of indig-~ 
nation anong tua Amalis" and the excitemant took th: 


form of “half a dozen pubi ic neetings "within a faw 
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hours after receipt of the news, Our own information 

is substantially similar, and the sans, e3 far as we 
have been abla to gather, is the case wherever thera is — 
@ strong Sith community, The comrunigue Issued by 

the Government of India, n- doudt on information recal- 
ved from the Nabha guthoriti-s, 80 fer from allaving tha 
fesling of indignation and bitternas3 ha3 considerably 
accont usted it. It is atoutly dianiod that the crowd 

Was armed with firearms or that any mamber of the crowd 
fired a bullet which wo mded a Jabha villager, or 
finully that at a subsequent atage the Atalis increased 
their fire and made a datermine: attruck upon tha State 
officials and tha Stata forces, As many a8 four 6sya- 
witn 55328 a& Pandit Malaviya while he was at Lahore 

and we know from hi: Speech at ths Handu Cosference that 
they all 8yor- before hin taat thera had been no firing } 
on tha part of the Axalis. Tha sana statement iS empha- 
tically repnatead by Santar Gulab Sjngh, M.L.A., who 
charactersises ths statenent in the official communique. 
as "“abdsSolutel: ftlse" and save that “a sufficient 
number of ra3spectabla witn “ses will ve forthcoming to 
expose the statment," If an iniepen dent enquiry is held, 
Ali these circunst ine $s, counled with tha oxtfremne 
sariousnasa of the tragrdy itself, maka it absolutely 
imperative on the part of the Governmant to hold an 
immediats enquiry into tha matter by means 6f an 
independent conmittesa including a Substantial number f 
poplar r-pras -ntatives who enjoy tha confidence of tas 
public generally and the Sikh community in particular, # | 
te do hops notime Vill ba lost in appointing such a 
commit taa, 


THE NABHA AUTHORITI S*' BLUNDER 


On one point aven the Civil am Military 
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Gazatte feels conatrainad to contemn the aétionof the 
Nabha authorities, thous in its own way, Referring to 
the excnrsion of ur. Ziwind from the Nabaa territory, 
the Guzatte wri‘es: 

“From a journalistic voint of view and nos 3ibdly 
an Imperial standvoint it i# rather wifortwmats that 
Mr, Zimond showid hav> been prevented from reaching 
Jaito, for he represent? an indenondant Amari-can newse 
paper of standing ae oppose to the 'Yalliow Prass! 
Which publisnes the most garbled raports of I,diian topics 
gene ally wmreliablie and often abBolwely untrua, 
Of course the Sazotte adds in the Same breath that 
‘tne action of the “abha authoriti # in requasting him 
not to entur is excusable enough in view of the nature 
of his compunions,' But this ts naither logic nor ‘ 
comuonsenge, but is merely a charictrrstic ,ing at 
two of the most raspected men in the national movement, 
As regards the actton its-1f, the journal has only to 
reed S,rdar Gulab Sy ngh's stateanant to know what 


intaroretation ia being put uoon it by these vitally 


‘pase. <a 


concerned, 


A CURIOUS BATTER! 
It is amusing, in this connection, to 


notice tha persistconcy With which tha Gazetts has bdvesn 


describing thea mcecident at Jaito as a battle. Tha mo3t% 


wonderf i thing is that naithter the Gazette nor any ° 
one el32 nas so far told us what were the casualties on 

the other 3ide th this battle. Ty, at must, indeed, be 

@ vary curio w vattle in which tn srite of "fire" and 
Wincreaasged fizse4 and "a determined attack" made by one 
s4de@ on tha other, all the casulati-s are on the sida 


of the formsr. ‘Ne conf-s3 we have never yet reid or 


heard of any Such battle. 
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The Tribe dated February 28, 1924, page 1, col.1-2_ 


- 


JAITO IN THE ASSEMELY 


We have no hesitation in saying that p wlic 
opinion all ovar th- country will stronzly depracate 
the action of the resitdant of the Legisiativ: Agsembdlz 
in disallowing Pandit Malaviya's motion for adjourn~ 
ment of the Hows to discuss the occurrence of the 
2ist instant at Jaito. The deciBion would have been 
regrettable from ew rvpoint of view aven if the autho-~ 
rity of the rules qwted by the president in supvort of 
it hal been claar, though, of course, in that case he 
Would have had no choice in the atter, But as Pandit 
Malaviya pointed out with convincing forca, thea vres mt 
Case Was easily distinguishable from those contemplated 
‘in the rul es. The territory in which thsincident 
occurred was uwundoudtedly an Indian State territory, but 
the administration Was wholiy British and was carried on. 
fin the name and on behalf of the Govarnment of India. 
When such an adminiStration makas itself rasponsible for 
an incidant which deeply stirs the heart of tha Whole 
country every consideration of logic, of sxpsdienc and 
fairness, of commonsesnse itself demands that it showd 
come under the purview of the Legislatura, But the case 
4s even stronger than that. Ag Pandit Malaviva pointed 
out 1% was not mersly that the Government of [pdia ‘as 
wholly responsible for the administration of the Sta‘e, 
but the persons who in this case had been either killed 
or caudal ae the result of the firing resorted to under 
the ordarse of the Aqministratio were all His Majasty's 
subjects, Suo-ose for an instance such an incident 
had taken place not within the territory of an [,d‘an 


State but in an adsolutely foreign and independent 
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country, Does any one goaliy believve that the Ipd ian 
Loagislature could have remairmd unconcerned in regard to 
it? How much unreasonable is it to ask it to remain 
unconcerned when the inci lent actually happened within a 
territoyr which is Indian in ev ry sense of the term 
and which is administared for the momamt by the Governmen 
of India itslef, which it is the chief busriness of the 
Indian Legislature to influence! .If the rules did really 
preclude a discussion of such a matter by the Legisla- 
ture either in the Way proposed byPandit Malaviya or in 
the ordinary way by mame of a resolution, ever” right 
thinking pw#8on would agree with “r, Yangac’ariar that 
thay should at once be modified. But a do nt bal teve 
for one mommt that it co .1d have been the intention 
of the rules to precl we the discussion of such a mattar, 


The President asked Mr. Rangachariar what ha wo id have 


done if he had been in the chair, We do not think thare 
Can be any reasonab! 4 doudt on that point, Tha vary ¢ 
question kaz be mt to the President showad that he 


Would have allowed the motion, 


But if public opinion will strongly depr~ 
cate the action of the Pr@ident, it will condekn far 


more strongly the attitude taxen up by the Home Member, 


It was at his instanca anparently that the Prsidant took 
the action he did, ana while that action wo wd be 
generally regarded only as a grave error of judgment, 
the only impression created by the Homa Memb-r's 
inter ventipn Will be that he and the Go-arnm-nt of wh ten 
he Was th Spokesman Were anxio 2 that this matter shoul: 
not ve discussed in the House, and Sir Malcolm Hailey 
ie too shrewd a man to hava any doubt as to the 


tnterferene that will be in-vitably drawn from this 


supvosed anxisty, A wise and statesmanl:ke Government, 
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So far from placing an obstacle in the path of such 
& discussion, would have Welcomad it, if only because 
it would have afforded it an excellant opportwmity of 
Sllaying the feeling of ind tennt ion that the incident has 
undo btedly creatad in the public mind, That feeling is 
either justified or not. If it i8, not justified and is 
due to an ignorance of what took place, the Government 
hag only to make a fui statemmnt of all the facts of 
the case to allay it. If, on the other hand, it is 
justified, all that the Government has to do, and this is 
What a wise Govornm nt would do at once, 18 to mike a 
public declaration of its detemination to hold an 
immediate enguiry into the matter and do the fullest 
justica, Pa-dit Malaviya wowd probably have asked for 
an independent Committee of Enquiry, What the Governm ont 
of India oiwht e#ly to havs done was to have immediately 
accaded to the requast or even anticipatéd it by announ- 
cing the appointment of such a Committea itsl f§, In- 
stead of following this wise and commonseSne cow 8a, What 
Sir Maloolm Hailey did was to seek to shut out all 
discussion of this subject on the technicsl and cortainly 
qu stionable ground thst such a discussion Was not per- 
missble under the rules, Ag if a mere technical 
adherence to supyvosed rules was ev -rything and the 
pacification of a people nothing. As if, moreover, to 
shut out a discus sion in the Legislature Was the sana 
thing as to prevent that discussion evarywthers else, in 
the press, on the platform and in the market place and 
was not, indeed, the best means of stimulating such 
discussion in all likely and unlikely places! Was the-e 


ever folly like thts? 


Now that the Pr-sident has givm his ruling 


we think the Legislatu-e as a body is clearly out of it, 


unless, of course, means can be found by a resolution to 


discuss the President's rwing itsalf or the rule can 


_—_ 
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be modified immadiataly to make the discussion pos3ible 
Within a reasonably short time, But this ought not to 
LYinish the bus iness of the Leg) itors ehtemaelv-e in this 
vitally imvort mt matter. Pandit Nalaviya marxad his 
potscet against the action of the President by leaving the 
Co wmcil Chamber accompanied by a number of others,, 

This form of prot st is perfactiy justifiable and is 
familiar enough, but It does not lead to any important 
result umless offbdtivedid# 1¢ is followed up by oth# 
and more affective action, That this action should be 

it is for thom to datarmine, but we area sare they will 
not, as they can ce lot the matter drop, Once agan haa 
thea whole quest fon if the ri:hts of tha people come to 
the fore in the most unpleasnt form in which it co wd 
possibly arise, a form which bears a Btrong resemblare 
to that in which it aroso on the morrow of Martial Law, 
Once again h2s an assembly, which according to the 
version of non-official eye-witnesseas Was peaceful and 
non-violent, baen fired upon in circumetancas when, again 
according to that version, thore Was no justification 
whatever for resorting to finite: The fact that there ia 
another and a totally different version which represents 
the crowd not only as having been violent but as havi-g 
been actually the first to open fire makes no aiffer mca 
to the ganeral position, It Shows all the more clearl.’ 

' the impsative necessity voth of finding out the truth 

by an independent and absolutely impartial investigation 
and of an authoritative declaration of the rights of 
both the people and the Government. It is tha cloar duty 
of Legislators and of the pthlic g 2nerally to resort to 
every constitutional means in thir poYer to secure 


doth these objects, 
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The Tribunsy cated Fabdrusry 22, 1934, page 1, col,2,3, 
THE JAITO AFFAIR 


If th action of tha * eset dent of the Lagis- 
lative assembly in disallowing the motion for adjourn=- 
ment of the BH, use to discuss tha occurenc s of the 
2ist instant at Jaito was a grave error of judgmo-nt, the 
ruline of the President of the Punjab Legislative Council 
disallowing Sardar Jjodh Singh's motion on Tuesday 
w,8 even more indefensible, While Pandit Malaviya's 
mot ion Was primarily and principslly one for the ‘is- 
cussion of the concurrences at Jaito, Sardar Jodh Sgngh's 
motion did not aim at discusging the Jaito affair at all 
dvut simply the situation created in the British Pynjab 
ae the result of the shooting of a large number of Akalis h 
( British subjects) at Jaito, It must be obvious to | 
every dispassionate mind that the motion, as it was 
worded, did not attempt to r:ise a discussion of the 
affairs of an Indian State, even though that Stats be 
not under the rule of an Indian Prince, but under the 
direct control and management of the Govarnmant of India, 
All that it purported to do was to discws the situ- 

the British Pynjabd by the shooting of 
ation crated in/certain British subjects of the 
Punjabd at a place which was dejure a part of the 
territory of an Indian State but de facto a part of 
the territory administered uy the British Government, 
It was clearly stated by Sardar Jodh Singh and Sarniar 
Narain Sqgngh whohad given notice of the motions that thay 
did not want to discuss the firing at Jaito, but morely 
the situstion created by it in the Brit ish Punjab, and 
yet the President by a piece of raasoning which is as 
far fetched as it is fantastic, arrived at the 
conclusion, that he must rule it out of order, Artor 
stating that the riles do not permit Jiscussion of the 


affaires of Indian States, the President soes on to sayt~: 
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"It has to be considera, there:o7e, how the 
discussion which it ts propose to raise cin be carried 
out without infringing the rulss, and I asked the 
Hon'ble membors to give me an outline how they proposed 
to cmduct the discussion, Their reply cantres on the 
action past and future of the Pynjab Government in 
respect of Jathas, what Governt-nt will do to ease ths 
existing situation and their fear that if nothing is 
done certain events may de repeatod, Such matters, in 
so fxr as discussion thereon might remain in order, 
merel, deal, it seems to me, with one aspact of the 
question raised by the pro osed motion; and the more I 
have considered the subject, the more I feel that the 
ral ai baetieh in the *unjad which it {3 proposed to 
discuss is something quite excceding the linits which 
the Hon'ble mambars Would have to obs :rve during the 


debate thay pronose to raiso, " 


In other words the ruling of the President 
comes to this, If you attemot to discuss the whole matter 
the motion must be disslioWed unier the rites; if, on 
the othar hand, you conform to the rul -s aaa nar die hewn 
the scopa of your motion, the discussion will, in that 
case be merely “fractional” and the “whdle situation" 
cannot be discusged in any manne? approaching complete- 
neB a, * Ergo, the motion can-rot be allowed in any form 
whatever, A moro unjust and indefensible ruling it is 
a‘fficwt to imagina, 
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The Tribune dated March 2, 1924, p3g3 9, ¢co1,3,_ 
JaAITO TRAGEDY 
CONDEXNNATION BY DELHI MEETING 


LORD OLIVER'S STAT RECENT + MR,MOHDURPS STRONG SPERCH 


Delhi, February 28 ~ A large attended public 
meeting of the citizens of Delhi as held last evening 
at the Pataudi house to vrotat against the action of 
Government at Jaito and deplore the lose of sevoral 
lives, Basides AL brothers and savaral Members of tha 
Central Legislature including Pandits Moti Lal Nehru, 
Madan Mohan Malaviya and Krishna Xant kalaviya and 
Mesers Sgrandikar, “aikar, Shamukhin Chetty and Maungkin 
Were present, Moulana Shaukat Ali presided, Almost ail 
the epeasakers said that real facts had not been disclosed, 


Tne macting passed the fol_owi .g resolutions unanimo sly: 


(1) This public maating of the reprasentatives 
of all sactions of tha Indian Communit - present in Dalhi 
pacas on record its abhor ance of the action of tha an- 
tho ritize in sanctioning indiscriminute and ruthless 
firing at Jaito on the unarmed and nonviolsnt Axalis and 
“he spactators present which resulted in heavy casual. 


ties and injuries to unoffanding man and women, 


(2) In view of the fact that the Arali Jathas 
have hitherto faithfully adhered to the vow of non- | 
viclancs 3V6n wodaw most tryinzy coditicns, “his meeting 
doe® mot b3slievea the allagation that the AxkalisS ware 
‘ernst With ohhnavis, Spears and fire armé and be gan 
firing. If the Government persiste in making assertion 
to thse contrary, 1% should give necessary facilities to 


a committee of independent gantiemen to investigate the 


whole tragedy, 
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(3) This m: ting places on record its empha- 
tio opinion that all rastrictions imnosed on the Akalis 
Proceeding to the Cangasar Gurdwara at Jaito, to comp- 
lete and cary on the Akhand Path of the Grmth Sahib, 
@re Unprecendented and unjustified, The Akalis havea 
right to carry on without any hindrance 80 long as they 


do not commit any offence, 


MR, MOHAMMAD ALI 


Moulana Mohend Ali was the principal speakar 
who eaid that the incidents such as that tragically 
enacted so recently at Jaitco, occasion no surprise to 
him, Like Sizhs he belonged to @ comnunity tha hal 
often bean revrochad for its extreme loyalty to the 
Governnent and ha would 1ike to tellthose, who had ex- 
pected from the Governnert anything other than what had 
oncs more hapvoned row in the Punjib, that he had not 
60 Very many ya*rs ago Shared their expsctations a8 ona 
menber of a Community whose tngnies bordered on sycopha- 
ney. But events in the Punjab in 1919 had cured him all 
of such vain dalusions, and now he expected from the 
Government nothing better yaa a repetition of Jallian- 
wals baghe and Jaitos, and since he was not disapnointad, 
ne head no complaints to maka of ve recent action of the 
Geeacen ante In no other country in the world did tha 
aiministratinn show such uttar disregard of the sanct ‘t- 
of human life on ths least provocation, Phose in authori 
-ty restored to tha ute of fire arms and ruthlas3ly shot 
down unarmed crowces, Byen if ev ry word of the official 
report of the hanvenings 2t Jaito wold be take to be ! 
true, and thera w..s no charce cf any body being per- | 
mitted by the Government te bold an indeo-ndent ong uiry 
into them, efen in that case th: ™m was no justification 


for firing on the Jatha or on the crowds. Bit why need 
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Government labour to prove that the crowd had «ticks 
and chhavis etc. The speaker asked whathor the re- 
prasentative of the Government at Jaito would have per- 
mitted the Jutha or crowd to proceed to the Gurdwara 
evenif thore were no stick8 and no chhavis and Would he 
not have ordered firing then juat the same if they 

haf persisted in advancing? He did not for a moment 
‘del ievea that the jatha or the crowd had used any violence 
or Were armad With anything 8o dangerous as to cuusa 
@entine apprehensions of violence on their part and the 
whole thing seemed to b2 a poor apalogy for reasons 
justifying the opening of a fiw on a peac2fw dut 

det rmined sat of wees people.f Hf the Sikhs, many of 
Whom had Served tos Govarnment in its Well-trained ary; 
did use fire ams, xk how Was it that the A-ministrator 
himsslf escaped even at such close ouarters and troops 
did not receive a scratch? Why was it reserved for an 
unoffending Nabha villager, himself pobably a Sikh 


and an Akali to raceive the only bull at? 
LOAD OLIVER'S STATBNEVT 


The incident at Jait. sian ficantly occurred 
just when the Secret ary of State Was nursing and r-e- 
torin. his throat at the seaside before he maie his 
portentous pronouncement on the cnstitutional Reforms 
after the Governmants decisive defe.t in the Agsembly, 
The speaker said that hahad just read the Reuter's 
summ acy’ of Lord Oliver's speath ani if thie was all tht 
the Fabian Secretary of State had to say to India on this 
@ritical occasion he need aot hava waited 80 long to 
recover his voilca, “Why aaid toe Mauluna" Even I with 
ny horrible cough and almost chronic hoa-s an 88 could 
hae Suid Sometaing more consolling to the Swarajists 


and Independents, not to mention the Moderates, For a 
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Siren ,.ong- Lord Oliver's discourse Was terribly 


diese... nting, ™ 


Continuing Maulana, Mohammed Ali said th at 
the majority of the Congresamen had kept away from the 
Legislatures and the Swarajists' minority of Congressmen 
too had toned dom its demand owt of duferance to the 
extreme moderation of the Indep-ndents, But if Lord 
Oliver's statement foliowing on the Jaito trag dy was a 
reSponse to the co-oparation Fhich the Nationalist Party 
had offered, he felt sure that no sealfrespecting peson in 
the comtry ou.d co-operate with the Govarnm at any 
furtosr, On the Mahatma's release, reminded th> speakar, 
he had ee ee the wiliingnse343 of thoss, whom he 
Yepresanved, to grasp tne hand that would be held out vy 
Govarnment for reconciliation, But the only hand that 
was 89 far visible ws the ons tnat iad pulled the 
trigger at Jaito and, with great reluctance and in all 
humility, h-* declared that neihber ha, nor those whom 
he represented, cowmd grasp that hand, 
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The Tribuna dated March 14, 1924, page 2-3 col8,1-4/,1-2 


THE JAITO TRAGEDY 


OFFICIAL ENQUIRY - FINDINGS OF S, BALYANT SINGH 
Delhi, March 12, 


The following rvzoort 18 issued by Sardar 
Balwant Singh Bar at Lay, P.%.S., Magistrate first class, 
Who was deputed to sng-ire into the incidents th t took 


Place t Jaito on the 2lat Februarz, 1924- 


Under the ordsrs of the local Government, lI 
have hald an anquiry into the unfortunate incidents that 
took pl sce on tha 21st of Febru ry, 1924, at Jaito in 
the Natha State in connect 4o awith tha arrival of the 
Sheahidi Jatha of 500 men with the Abbbeitédtd announced 
object of raawming the aliegsad interrupted “Akhand Path" 
in the Gurudwara Gangasar, I hava examined S80 many as 
56 witnasaes. Including the Administrator of the Nabha 
State, Mr, J,Wilon Johneton, Presidant and two members 
of the Faridkote Council of Rag-ncy, military officars 
in charges of thaope ations on that day. Lt, Sol.J.Cc. 
Colestreaam, D.C. Ferozapore, Lt.[o1.8,¢.Gregson, Sup er- 
intendent of Police, Fearozepore, Sav¥-ral Raisig and 
villagers of the Patna Stes and some Akali memb-rs of 


the Shak di Jatha, 
‘OBT 30CP OF SHAHIDI JATHA 


Before gring into the evidence given by 
witnosser, it may be exola ined here that a batch of abo ut 
22 Axalig 19 being daily arrested by the Yabha sta-e 
auth rities at daits on thair way to the Gurdwara to 
regune akhand path. They are usualiy ronviolent in thair. 


cheractar. But the daclar:d objact of the Sypahtdi Jatha 
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as its name implies, was a differant ona, It was to enter 
thea Gurudwara and to resume akhand path at all costs and 
not to stemishiy surren er themselves like other Akal is 
to bs usually arrested oniy on their way to the Gurud- 
Wars; and evan if they were once turnad rut, they would 
@gain ani again come, and in the attempt they Would even 
go to the extent of loang their lives, so tha objact 

of the Jatha was wnusually strong and a different one. 
At least it is obvious enowh tht marked distinction 


did really exist, 


From the evidence on record, it seems th at 
the announcement of the formation of such a Jatha was 
ind wed a great news for the Akali public and for the Nabh 
peopls. It was an opoortunity for the daring ones to 
come to tha forefront to gat themselvas enlisted in the 
ra~-ks of the Jatha and to do @omehting practical. It was 
@leo a welcome news for tha extremist saction of the 
Congr:33, a8 is shown by tha prasencs of Professor 
Gidwant and Or, Kitchlew with the Jatha, So the arrival 
of such a Jatha naturally attractad larga crowds at 
every h-lting place all along their way to Jaito. Soma 
of them bron ht sweets ani refreshments for tham, oth ars 
Came of mers Spectatore, paid their turshan to the 
Jathe and wont away, but many more acc mpaniedthen, 
encouraged them, and openly daclaroed thair intentions 
of using forée against those who hapren to intercept 


the onward march of the Shahidi Jatha,. 
OFFER TO TH: JATHA 


A memdar of thea Shanid Jatha, Jagat Singh, 
relates ths incid€ant of an offer of a subsidy of 500 
manto the Jatha, There is svidenos to show tht at Hari 


Ke Patan, Droli, Jatha visited the Shahidi Jatha, but 
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they wera told to go away and repl ed that they would 

go away then, but would join the Shahidi Jatha either at 
Lande or Bargari. It appears that at Lands, a largs 
numbver of the Droli Jatha arrived, including many who 
had visited Hari Ke Patan. In a dawan held there in the 
eVening, a meambr of Droli Jatha is @aii to have addressed 
tha Snpanidi Jatha, saying that he had brough* 500 man 
for their safety, due the Shanid Jatha must arrnge for 
thair food in their langar which “as Ss5parate from th % 
which was provided for ordinary paoplsa coming to see the 
Jatha and which had up till then bean exclusively used by 
the naembars of the Shahidil Jatha, Accord ingly the members 
of the Shani di Jatha fed them in their langar, Further 
thors is 2180 eviden thst on their way from Bargart 

to Jaito the Ghief Jathedar haltad the Jatna and add- 
ressed the Droli Jatha that time for their Work had 
come, There i8 evidence to show that the Sharid Jatha 
instead of proceeding to Samalisar sccording to their 
publishad programma, Wet to Lanie village in the Moga 
tehsil to whico the principa! memoers of the Lroli Jotha 
belong, sopeeantuy With Sua obj ect of obtaining help of 


all sorts from members of the Drolt Jaha, 


LT. GOL. COLDSTREA:, Deputy Commissioner, 
Ferozepore, states that hea racetved reports from the 
Tahsildar of toga after the Jatha had left is 1 -0t 
camp in the Fafozepore distrit, that Droli man had left 
with Shanidi Jatha and soms of them were arned with 
revolvers. In spite of tha stafenant that they were 
so mixad Up With the crowd that it vas hard to distinguls 
tnem from others tharg is an overwhelming evidence to 
Show that they Wer? really the leaders of the most noisy, 
yeliing and @isorderly majority of the mob following the 
Jaths, Ult imately at Baroli in Faridkot territory, the 


last halting place cf tho Jatha, the numbar of 
eae ’ of the mod 
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Swalled up between 8 te ten thousand, There is evidance 
to show that at Baroari a largy number of mon belonging 
to the "stha State waited upon the Shahid Jatha to 
Yeassonwith them and to di8eusde them from coming in 3uch 
lerge numbers and in that military formation, Lala Izat 
heji,a membar of the Fariikote Council and Seiad wuesaade 
state th ¢ the mob, after they hai left Bargari, armed 
themselves with tambdas ( cudgala), freshly chopped off 


from st trea3, 
ARRANGEMENTS AT JAITTO 


On tha other side the Nabha Stare officials 
Wore making preparations for ths rsaception of the Jatha, 
Their arrangenants as is stabad “byl Vilson Johnston 
were all for tha conveniant hineling of thase 500 men 
and thatr Sgwadars which Were sxpacted to ba not more 
thas 200 ta 300, splitting them int» gnali parties by the 
use ‘of barved wives and barriaré in vrdss to facilitate 
‘their ar ast, Hyan in spite of the vwirto w raports which 
the Aamiaiatrator received from time to tine that a mob 
of Axalis were floccing round the Jatha in lavge numbers, 
he B8eems to hava naver thouzit th 4 allthis mass of un- 
control el individuals would real yaccompany tha Shard! 
Jatha, 


OMPUTATION OF VILTA> BRS 


A dapukdtinn of the villagess of the (take, 
‘Nabha) 18 above? mantiormnd, regquaated tha Shahi adi Jatha to 
send away these big crovde and especially irr-s :onsible 
Drolis whom they faaread most and Qisa that they were 
Welcome to anter the GurudWara in batches of 50 ata 
time; but allthis wae to no purnose, There is svidence 
to show that the mebders of the Danustion were not only 
ridicuied, but wera treatsd with conaidarable rud-n-gs 


by the mob, 
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On the morning of the 213t, a mod of about 
10,000 Akali8, ranging on a front of half a mile in 
length started from Barzari, It m2y be no$Scd that thea 
nob was met by tha State officials at tha canal dist ci- 
oe within the Nabhan ta-ritory and a not ies was read 
out to then, arking them not to proceed in such largs 
num bers, but that they shoujd com? according to tha 
procisimationissued, that is, 50 at a time, on the 
Co dition that they womld leave the Nabha territory after 
the Akhand Path nad finished, But they refused to listen 
to them and movad on and a It may 2130 b8 pointod haere 
that up to Bargarl, the Granth Sahib (Sikh scriptures) 
Wera in front of thse procsSsion, but from Bargari onwards 
it was rarovid to the cuntra ang the band which had acc- 
ompaniedtheam «a3 ‘ive ea Soak There is evidence to show 
that this arrangement Was doliberately made to protsact 
& Sacril-ge in casa of conflict and the Droli Jatha 


took up on their flanks, 
ARRIVAL OF JATHA 


AS tua Administrator never imaginad that he 
wowd ever stand in nead of using tr ops in arrasting 
the jatha, he had only soma villagers , police, ani Some 
porn of the State infantry With him, With the exception 
of 20 polics men, who woro armed with smooth bored guna, 
all the rest had dange, It was a little time barore the 
Jatha came in #wisht that one of the soWure and L, Isat 
Rai, a mend roof the Faridkot Council, Warned him of 
the stiousness of the situation, He ordar d @ platoon 
of the Stace infantry to go anil change their lathis for 
rifles, Colovel wuirhsad, myanthile arrived, The clouds 
of awt and the consaquert enormity of tha numbers of 


the rod coming in aivancs of the Jatha thus graatly 
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excited in mood, the disorderly way in which thay Were 
advancing and the br ndishting of all forte of weanons 
with woich they wars amed made the Administrator change 
his former arrangement® and issued spears to tha villa- 
ers to withdraw from the Senne, Raalising tha aarious- 
ne63 of thea situation, Colonal ulvheasd e180 called in a 
S8qUq dron of Skinnars Ryria ana atationad them on the 
left of the road fron Barcri to Jaito, to command a mores 
Central position, while the 6 nlitoons of Gurkhas were 
Galiesi closer in rszerve. The Shahidi Jatha was at the 
tine totally Screened and hemnad in ty thie disorderly 


rabble, who Seemed to bs vrepsared for an onslaucht, 
MOB FOLLOWS ADMINISTRATOR 


The Akali mob waa at a distance of about 200 
yaris from the first barriar when Mr, J, Wileon Johnston 
a@long with some thse State orfictais, advanced to mact 
them and with outStracched arus shouted at the top of 
his voice asking thom to halt and to d@i3psrse and 
Pepsatadly warned them of his being obliged to open fire 
in case they refuse to do so. But thay did not sf aatian to 
him ani deatied him by making g Wild dfianlay of thoir 
Variaus Weapons and told him thut thay had come there to 
die 80 much 80 that he had to run back to the barriers, & 
The mob followad him racxiessly and Sean’ to hava abso- 
saneeis forgotten the sanctity of the Pro »o8ed non-violenc 
obvject of the Sh oeaid Jatha, Ths laading men of the mob 
Were at a distance of 3 to 10 paces from Mr. J, Wilson 
who Lesued orders to the police to fire, Three rounds 


controlied the fire, 


FIRING JUSTIFIED 
Now in ordar to judge whathsr this firing was 
justified om not, we must relteratea scme of the events 


already mentioned, The Jatha, a8 usual, started on the 
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instructions of Syri Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee and 
had eworn to remain nonviolent und-r circumstances of 
Evtavast provocation: but their amalarmation witk the 
Violent Jathas, that is the Drceli Jatha ate, and huge 
crowds armed with al1 sorts of weapons which they co 14 
Oath nold of, Was cartainly a breach of the precapt. 
The lopping off tBambdas from trees on the way is a proof 


of 


the mob's preparation to ue forces in case an attempt 
Wa8 made to stop then, Had tha Jathedar of the Shad 
Jatha tried in earnest to send off the gathering crowd, 
he cowd @o so by vigorously appertling to the mod ana by 
expounding the sanctity of the misesioan, The “avin which 


the Snati di Jaths men encouraged the Droli Jatha man and 


others to accompany them asceptei 411 off rs of Sweats 


from them, had @ common lsaigar at Tarantarn and Bargori, . 
did not cha ck them from lopoing off tha cudgals fron 
trea3s on the way, sllowed thom to makes all Sorts of noise 
round the Grmth Sahibd and cha vzedtheirway from Smal sar 


Lande is aufficiantly incriminating, 


EE —— 


UNDIPLORABLE CouDUCT OF SHAHIDI JaATHA 


But on the other hand, the rapeat ed requests 
of the Shanhidi Jathadar in asking them to allow his 
cathe to proceed on mattanded to Jaito and also his 
statements tint they had taken the Solemn vow of remaining 
non-violent, bo th in words and in action, makes one 
believe that this waa morally 4 subtbarfuge aspocially in 
view of his action I have noted abovwa, of calling on the 
Droli Jatha to do their px t when the mob “a3 nearing 
Jaito, Tpus it ie obvicus that the mob a® a mattar of 
fact accompanied the Jatha with its connivance, ff not 
with expressel consent; and 80 tue ies bere of the Shahid 
Jaths by their wupsrdonable conduct put the Nabha 


autho rities in @uch an awk¥ard position tht they could 
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“not have saved the situation without firing on the mob, 
As already shown thoy ridiculed and rudely treated the 
panchayat and kent on advancing towards Jaitu. They did 
not care for anything and Went on with ail their chara 
Certeristic rowdyism, They d-fied the Administrator an4 
theState officials and even threatened him by closely 
following him at his heel® and waved their weapons in 
@ way which clariy showed their invention of breaking 
through the barriers and making short work of all tht 
fell in their way. The mod seemed to be determined in 
the course they had adopted, as i8 shown by their sub- 
Sequent conduct. They went on even when they were Warned 


th @ they will be fired upon. 
WHY FIRING WAS OPENED U 


The Aqministrator, after doing all that he 
could really do to peacefully ward off the danger to the 
Gurdwara, village, an the villagers of Jaitu, became 
helpleis, The Situation in which he Was thus placed 
wae Binply hopeless and the only Solution to the impan- 
ding danger was to disparse them by usa of forca, The 
efforts of tha offi-rs of the Farozepore District at 
T lwandi Bhai to bring them to reason, of Fardidkot 
authoriti:ss in forbidding their subjects to join them, 
the waiting of panchayats upon them, the off-rs of the 
authorities that they could come to the gurdwara in 
batches of 50 at a time, and finally the loud warnings : 
of the Admin stator, are all sufficient proofs of the 
cool haaded Way in which they wore hanfled. But they 
s comed to be bent uon what they diiand 80 it was, I 
believe, as an absolute n cessity that the Administrator 


opened fire and that none too soon. 
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THE SECOND FIR1NG 


Fyen after this short burst of fire the mod 
showed no signs of retiring. They swerved on to their 
right and made a dash towards Tibve Sahib, The situation 
beg grave and critical, once more Mr, J, Wilson John- 
ston had to order the State platoon to fire which was 


accomingly dona, 
USE OF FIRZ ARMS BY OB = 


There is evidence to show that fire arms wore 


8180 being used by the Akalis' side, One immuddin, a 
resident of Bubri Xhana, a village in the Nabha Sta e, 
received a shot under his left thigh, one bullet passed 
through the turban of Hazure Syngh (¥,No.13) another 
pierced through a door of a cattle shed, balonging to a 
resident of Jaitu and seVaral othars missed by the 
vartous Sritish Officars and S,rdar Bahadur 8, Indar 
Sangh, President of the Faridkot Cowmcil, atc, The Akali 
Shahidi witnesses 4130 tell us about the use of A,),B, 
gun by one Jagat Sinzk of the Droli Jatha, Immemu’* iin 
Hazara Sqyngh andSa:dar Bahaiur Sardar Inder Sigh aa, 
the witness0 above referred to, Were behind the firing 
party, So it is highly improbaile for th-sq shots to have 
come f om any other side than the Ayalis., There is no 
denying the fact that the Jatha was accompaniedby a 
lage mob under the leadership of the Droli Jatha who 8 @ 


ringleaders were S,.cha Syngh and Dylla Syngh, badmashes, 
NUMBER OF GUNS 


But the evide ca givan bafore me that the 
number of guns with the Akalis ranzed from 5 to 10 or 12 
do o@ not Seam to be convincing, For the purgose of thie 


enquiry, however, I think 1t is not naces3ary for me to 
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determine the exact number of guns the Akalis possessed 
or used, All that I hava got to determine is whather the 


did use any firearms, 


Agter giving @ thoughtful consideration to 
this, I am of opinion that they had a few guns and that 


they used them all right at the time, 
WHO BEGAN FIRING 


ie As to the question who began the firing I 


consider that whichever party began tha firing does nt 

matter much, as there is overwhelming evidence to show 

that the mod was prepared to achieve its end by all 

possible means and Were 80 constitu ted that a prudent man 

under the circumstanc-s had no option but to opan fira to 

Tepel their menacing advance in the military formation, 

Now when the Ayali mob dDecama absolu'sly viols»nt as is 

Shown by their conduct in openly axchnging shots, with 

the State forces, the authoritias wara frea to dsal 

with them in a way that most bafitted their conduct, Had " 

they dispersed and resorted to their usual pacefw j 
& 


way, the authorities who, as has been shown abova, vere 


ill-prepared for an onslaught, Would have certainly 
stopped firing, But the anfort uate mob made a battle 
of the ee show, They Snouted on to their right in 
full force in order to capture theGurdwara Tibti Sahib 
ty a ganeral assault, The Administrator once more 
observing the frantic rush of the mod to the left 


orderad another three rounds of controlied fire, 


In the meantime Major Bell Kingsley, finding 
that a mass of Akalis was trying to reach the Tibdi 
Sahib fram the side wher? he had taken up his posit ion 
with a platoon of 104th Gurkhas , fired upon them, He 


states that his men were also expo sed to a great danger 
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and some of the bullets from the A,yali side actual ly 
fell at a distance of a faw paces from him, Arter this 
the mob faltered for a few nomants, but when they had 
once gone out of control, there was no rec ding back, 
They Swept on furiously unier the leadership of Sucha 
Singh, mowited on a white pony with a drawn sword in 
his hand and issued orders in Poerien: This was most 
desperate charge which they made. But Major Lorrimer 
and his ten dismounted sowars completely dispersed them | 
after two short bursts of fire, Tre Akalis broke up 
finally and had to be. pursued for a distance by Colonel 
Wuthsad’ to stop thelr-veioh ne the party tune nea 
reached the Tivbs Sahi ., Wo violence was used in the ir 
final dispersal by the Ssowars and it was simply don> to 
stimulat their flying Akal ® into further efforts to 
yanish, 
The sugzestion that it wasid have baen much 
Pawn hadthe auth riti-s used some other force, say 
the use of lathis instead of the firing, ia sugvestaing 
Something which, in my opinion, could n:t meat the 
exigencies of time, The mob was, af has been Si Wa 
already arned With all sorts of Weapons incluiing fire 
arms, HoW was it possible to 8top them by the use of a . 
correspo ming and rather unsuitable use of a force 
Lixe that of the lathis, It would have been still 
Worse and still more impossible to disperse them in 
thie wa:, 


NUM BER OF CASUALTI ZS 


‘ 


From the avidence tefora me Il gather that 
14 Axalis wara found shot dad and 34 wounded on ths 
evening of the 21st, out of whom five died next day, 
the total numbar of casualties thus coming up to 19 daad 
and 29 wownded in all, 3 w unded Were brought in from 


Ferozepur by the police on the Srd day, 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


= 4] - 
MINIMUM FORCE USED 


Nie Keeping in view the comparatively small. nunber 
of casualties out f& such a huge caowd leads me to believe 
that the foroe used was minimum and the firing was 
considerate, My view is strengthened by the fact that 
the party was deliberately left to procead unharmed to 
the Tibbe Sghib. Had the State directed their guns to. 
the pallinguin containg the Granth Sanrib, I think it 
highly improbvadls tlt 1t cold have reached, Tibbe Sahib 
unmolested, This undoubtel y Showa that tr State ofticials 
had no intention to fire upon the Shah idi Jatha 1¢ they 
did not resort to any violence, The Spahidi Jatha lost 


a few of itw members only on accowmt of its being thoro- 


a hemned in and screened by the stampeding mob, Who 


were trying to captures the Gurdwara by a general assau) t, 
MEDICAL AID @O WOUNDED 


The evidence of all the witnesses from the 


Aqministrator downwards including the Aral Jatha men 
and the madical attendants on both sides, shows that 
after thea fisine had ceased, all the wowmded were properly 
attended to by the doctors and they were all conveyed 

to the camp after the first aid had deen rendered to then 
Tyre statement of the Sub Agshstant Surgeon, Kehar Singh, 

who had accompanted the Jaths throws siffici mnt light 

upon the good treat ment the wounded man wWers meted out by 
the naceSsary dressing materials by the State autto ritioe 

and that he was in no way deter~ed from rendering madiacl 
aid to hie men, Neither ne nor any of their medical 

ataff was beaten or 1ill-treated, The authoritias then 
arrested the Shahidi Jatha on the skirts of tha mound off 
which Tibdbe Sa hid stands, but they did not touch those 

who ware in immediate charge of the palanquin of the 


Sowari Sahib and request +d the party to con vay the Granth 
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Sahib either to the village Dharmeala or to the Gurdwara 
to save it from the disgrace of its being placed con 


unclean ground, The party refused all tarma, but they 


voluntarily withdrew at about 10 vo.m, when some of the 
Selected Sikhs of the State took the Grmth Sahib to the 


Village Dharsansyla with due respect and caremony, 
SUAUARYT OF FINGINGS 


To @wm up it is abmdantly cl ar that the mod 
and the Shatidi Jatha defied a11 efforts on the part of 
the pepls and authoriti «8 of the Nabha state to raason 
with them and chos4 an wireasonable course an” that the 
mob Was in an oxci*ed mood and armad with all sorta of 
Weapons, includ ing firs arms and was prepared to see 
through the game, They all mew what the game was and 
even Went 7 the extent of inating the Administrator, 
and after brandishing the Weapons, they actuslly used the 
fi-e arms, It vas but natural ani the only coursa J eft 
to the Administrator was to order fir ng which Was dona 
not tos Soon, The small num er 39f casualties in a such 
big mob shovs that tha firing was controlled and aid not 
axcaat the axigencias of the moment, Tne woundod were 
aftendad to at on ce and that but for the complicity of th 
Droli Jatha, the unfortunate event could a t hava hapvened 
The Tribune dated Marsh 16, 1°24, page 4, cols,1-3, 

HE SECOND SHAHIDI JaTHA 


MILITARY DISrLAY AT JAITU - THE POURPARL ERS 
JaATHA ARREST ED 
Jaito, March 14 - Pandit Malaviya, Messrs, 
Gulab Syngh, Kartar Sqngh, Vedamurthi, D.P, Sinha, 


Rangasvami Ayengar and XS, shati arrived from Del f 


at 7-30 this morning. Mesers, Maqbul Mahmud, Jawahar 


Sangh, Dult Spand, Punjab Councillors, had arrived on 
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the previous day, Pandit jt and party had a long conver- 
@®ation lasting til1 11 a.m. With the Administrator, 
exploiting all avenues of corpromise, The Administrator 
was willing to recomnsnd pmission to full jatha to 
enter the Gurdwara 1f Panditji would give him an essu- 
rance on behalf of the S.G.P.C, that the Akhand Path will 
be finished within @ Very Short definite time, say 
seven days, Tha Administr tor wanted such 3 guarantee 
from re3ponsibls quarters as the basis to go ss0me. 
Panditji said he cowid not give such a guarantee and pro- 
posed that the consnvenant of "Akhand Path" should be 
permitted and the S, @. °. C, would be weped-te aivige 
Simultaneous Aknand Paths and thus finish tham within a 
short time, The Administrator, was nos prapared to 
Allow the commencement of the “Akhand Path" unless there 
Was a dfinite guarantee of timoa, suggested a truce of & 
2or 3 days to arrive at some sattlement the Jatha to 
wait in oe and bide time ti1i that wes dante: Panditji 
and party went by motor and met the Jatha a mile and a 
half beyond the Nuabhs border and talked to Sone Jatha 
people who said, they had said Ardaaa in the morning 
and had voced to 3tart the "aknand Path" in the Gurdwara 
today, but after starting the "Akhand Path" they wowd 
obvay the order of the "Akal Takht4 that may ba comnut - 
cated later, aa to tha time. The Administrator is nt 
pr-parsd to allow the commencement of tha "Akhand Pathe 
without guarantea he originally wanted, Toe Jutha now is 
two and @# half mils eon Jaito. 
| (Later) 

\) daity, March 14 = Ag I mantioned in an earlier 

tel gram despatched today Pancit Malaviya, Sardurs Kartar 


Singh end Gulab Sjngh, and Messre DP. Sinha, K,S.bhatt, 
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Rangaswami Iyengar ard Vedamurthi arrived nere from 


Del i at 7-30 this morning, 2 = 


THE POURPARLERS oe 


(oe 


Imuediately on arrival they, along with the 


Punjud M,L.C.'s already here, t.e. Messrs, Jawahar Singh, 


Magbool Mahmud and DuliChand, had m long conversation wit 


. the Administrator Last ing till about 11 o'clock, Puricg 
this time Pandit Uaiaviya and party also visite! ths 
Gurdwara eaaiiexs and agreed that the hall of the Uur- 
Qwars could accommodate 400 peopls and tine courtyard 
into which tha doora of tha ha!!: opaned, Wa7 spaciom 
anough to accommodates 1,000 pannle, Pandit Malaviya and 
party were of ths opinion, of which they uporised the 
Adminiatrator, thet at one time only one Akaond Path 
could take place with due pronristy but that if it was 
desired to hold simultanaous paths 3 cowd be hald withe 
out fapronriaty: In this way it woud take 10 montha 
if one vath Were performed after the other while 3 ata 
tine Fould occupy adn ut 34 months for 101 Akhand Paths 
which the Shabidi Jatha rere platged to compl ste, The 


Adrinistretor unk said that the duty he ownd to tha. 


subjects of tha Stata made it impossible for him %a allow 


“an invoisiona of the State territory by outside peopla for 
a& perior of tan non tae or evar for that of three months, 
He 8214 the only ba8i8 on Which a compromise could v6 


consid 2red or negotiations opaned tas 2 precedent 


guarantes from th S. G. Pp, GC. that the Akhand Paths would 


be finishad in a vary sw rt definia period, say, seven 
days. Mr, Johnston proposed for this purnosa the holding 
of 101, at least SOax or paths simul taneo usly. 
ae a result of the discussion ne was Wil.ing to admit 
the jatha into the Gurdwara but only on the co nditioa 


that Pt,“alviya showld give the required guarantee on 
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vehalf of the S. G, Pp. GO. hie Panditji was not in a 
position to do. Panditjl emphasised on the other hand 
that the only possitlea basis of solution cowd be the 
unconditional admission of thea jatha into the Gurdwara, 
Bince they were pledgad to Steet ahs Aktsand Path, and 
then to carry on Negotiations With the S.5,P.C. He hoped 
that in wiew of the satablishment of the principle of 
religious liberty by the unconditional admission of the 
jatha the 8.0.2.6. Would be perduadad to iisatruct the 
Jatha so a3 to finish the 101 Paths within a short tima, 
although Pendit ii Was not prevaread to admit that any time 
Limit ean ba loagitimatel; piacad on a fallow's worship, 
Which he is entitied to carry on uninterruptedly sven 
for the whols of his life. Mr. Johnston's main objection, 


bowever, was tima, 


As 1t was already about 11 o'clock and Pandit; 
and party desired to mast tne jatha on the way to ascer- 
tain their view they left in two motor cars towards 


Bargari where the jatha ware raported to be halting. 
MILITARY NAMGOK } ANOEUVRES 


The fields on both sides of the Kachcha path 
nrasented the sight of a vortiable field of battle with 
the obssrvation posts the flash signal stationg, small 
squadrons of troops lying vehina copaas andbushes, 
cavalry peuple riding rastlessly hithar and thither across 
the ciltivat ed fields, and couriers coursing along the 
path with "importatn" messages ato wb the movements of 
the jatha. ine at thie enormous militasy display, dem 
side very much are which I will presently daseribe, 
to mz: t a jatha of 500 admittedly non-violent paople Who 
had, a8 the letest official information itself went, no 


Sgngat with thoem,. 
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MEETING THE JaTHA 


Pandtt tialaviya and part, mat the Jatha, 
Which vas praceded all along dy about 109 fully equipped 
mounted trocps and about 80 infantry mon, It wae realiy a 
sow stirring Sight t> see 500 faces beaming with gay 
the bap viness of expected martyrdom. They were all 
unarmed, except for the Kirpane, and there wos not one 
Bpectator accompanying them, excapt, of course, for two 
Press Yeporters and thair rad cross brigads. Pandit 
Malavivye and Sirdars Kartar Sqyngh and Gulab Singh tal xed 
to S0me of the jatha and vers told th 4 they were viedged 
to begin the Akhand sath today and head no desirs to hold 
Simultaneous Akhand Paths, They Were, however, always 


prepared to obsy the orders of the Akal Takht, 


Panditji and pacty-cume vack and again dis- 
cusced the situation with Mr. Jonnston, who was not 
prepered to enter into any negotiations unless the 
requisite cusrantes Wers forthcoming, for which there was 


absolutely no time loft, 


Thereupon ail the gentlenen, who had come up 
from Delhi and Who were prasent benind the Gurdwara 
Tibbi Sghib, whoers the discussion Was baning pl ace, 
wrote out a letter to the Administrator embodying thair 
viow of tha situation, They requested 5, Jawahar Singh an 
Ch, Duli Chand, Punjav N.L.C,'s present there to sign it. 
Thasa gentlemen, howavsr, refused to do so, When tha 


jatter was presented to the Admintstrator ha said he 


Wad not propared to taze it at that time, 
JATHA SIGHT WD aT JalTU 


An hour or'a0 later the Jazha was sighted and 
tha danda polics, military man, and tha cavalry were 


atationed at the bifurcation of the roads to meat it, 
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The jatha arri ed at 3-10 p.m. On Mr, Johnston calling 

a halt they halted and wore imu »~fatealy surrounded on ) 

ali silas by the police, Mr, Johnston then apoke BIStES 


to some of the jatre man and offered to aliow them all 


tr er 


to start the Akhand Path in Gurdwara Cangasar providad 
thay promised te coms out of tha Gurd7ara after the 
first Path had finished and att the rasult of tha 
negotiations with tha Akal Takht ("hich ha was told by ihe 
the Jatha man was the proper authority and not the | 
8, G, P, G,) This the jatca men resolutely refused to 
agree to, For thom to leav; the Gurdvara with out comp- 
leting 101 paths Was as sacroiislous ab to break thea 
continuity of one Akhand Path. They also 42f in itely rer 
fusei vids time, voluntarily, till sons settlement Was 
arrived at, They suid they nad taken & vow to commence 
the Path diy or die in the atteupt, They were prepared 


for bullets, beating and, in fact, anything, 


All this panlaying took about ns hours after 
Which tine, the jatha, having resolutely refused to 
Bccept any cemproni se Which would tz! away from their 
oath, wie placed uncer arrest an& wera lad without, 
haprily, tha u8q of any forces, to # pen inside the Fort, 
They al3o insisted on taking the SoWarq Sahib with them 
and were permitted to do 39. A Shantana and a Takht ware 


providad for Guru Granth Sahib inside the pen, 


‘ 


Pt, wdalaviya, a@ 411 others, wraall the 
time pr sent o1 every occazion, Previous to the arrival 
of tne Jatha Pandit Mal aviys renonstrated with Mr, 
Johnston Bald. Since tas jatna was coming unarmed and 
there was no Cangat with it, no use of foraa cowd ba 
gustifiod. 

Immediately on the arrival of the jatha the 


two profs roporters that ware accompanying it were placed 
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under arrest, Oye of them is a representative of the | 
Bandematram, Lahore, Thay will be 3213 away to their | 


Places tomor rox morning, 


I eannot close tody's account without @xyre- 
sing my thankfulness for tha uniform courtesy shown 


by Mr. Wilson Johnston, the Administrator, 


NSGOTIAT DT PENDING 


(BY OvcT CLAY, OOMMUNIQUR) 


Jaite, March 14 5825 yn.m, -- The Second 
Shahiai jatha arrived wmaccotpanied and wae m3t and 
interviswed bythe Administrator, Undar é-Viws of members 
of the Assemvi, and Legialativa Council and Sikh Sirda re 
4t e-nsonted #3 peaceful arrest pentling negotiations 
betwoen the lf ombers and the £,G,P,¢C, rogarding the Akhand 


Path, subject to raasonable conditions laid down by tha 


Admintatrator, 


ATTE'PTS AT COePOBROMISe LL q 


Jaitu, Mar, 14 - A natty of s-van metre of 
the Indian Legislasu-s arrived hara toigy consisting of 
“Pandit Melaviya, Serdar Kartar Sqnzh, Sardar Ghviabd Singh 
Mr. Devakiparead and Yr, Bhat (Memb:2rs of the assemdi ') 
and Myr, Pangaswant ieaueer, and Vadamurti (Mombars of 
the Council of Sta‘e), They sonearres with Hx, Wilgon 
Johneton for four hours, Mr. Wilson Johnston oxpressed 
his Willingness to considsr a compromise on reasonadle 
terms, the party procesdiad to m t tho jatha before it 
entered the town, Sadieave nts are being made to arrive 

at a temporary agreement with the jJatha to allow a 


period for negotiation, 
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ARRIVAL OF JaTHA aT JALTO 


JATHA ARREST ’D WITH OUP ANY HITCH 


Baito, Mar, 14 - Pandit del aviza and party 
met the jatha a mile and a half before 't antered Jaitu 
anc asked the Jatha lsaders whether thay wo wld Wait for 
otders frm the Gurd-ara Comnittoe, The Jatha declinad 
on tha ground that they hei takan oath to eanmmamxx 
Commence theAkiand. Path today. The Jatha arrived at 
3 p.D., and Mr, WilsonJohnstonspont cver en hour in ( 
discussing the tarus of compromises, which the jatha ra- 
fused, Eventusl.y the jatha was allowed to proceed a 100 
yards naar the Gumwara whero thoy offerod them selves 
for arrast. They Ware arrested without any hitch, Tha 
situation ts q tat, 


"2 


fhe Tribune datod March 19, 1924, page 1, cols, 1-2, _ 
AKALI LTADERS' CA3E — 


The sittings of the Pynjad Legit slative Council 
on Thureday and Saturday were largely occupied with the 
consideration of the policy underlying the Akali lmades'! 
case, Tha discussion arose out of the motion# of Rai 
Bahadur SaWak Ran that te grant in respect of Special 
Public Prosecutors be roduced by .3.1,in other words the 
House should express its disspproval of the policy of 
appe inting Spscial Public Pros.cutors, Although the form 
in which tie motion was put before tha House was thus 
general, it was in reality an attack upon the apvointmant 
of Special Publ ic Prosecutors in one particular cas; the 
cuss of ee Akali leaders, on the twofold ground th t th 
cafe itself ought not to have deen Started and, having 

now 


was coneiderai necessary to continue the prosecution, it 
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be conduct od by Ordinary Public Prosecutors andnot special 


Prosecutors at heavy cost to the finsnac:s of the Province. 


awe On the first roint it was contended by tha 
Suprortars of the motion that the gentlemen who wore 
being tried were the cream of the Sikh conmunity, that 
their trial hed created a feeling mot only among ths 
Sikhe but algo amongst others, that ts Government was | 
fcllowing a vindictive policy, ita r-al objact belize to 
wt down theakal movement ani that it was bo:nd to do far 
greater ham than good, aver if it cauwd a6 any good st 
ell. Who Were the men, 1¢ "a3 asxed sho Wers on their 
trall? They were tha lealers of tre 3. & Pp. C,, the 
Yopres<atative body of tha Sikns in tea mates of Surd- 
wara roform, whose mandars had been 3slected by their free 
vote and who ee hold on the comnunity gesaraiiy Was 

Clear fron tha fact that in the racant el schions batween 
60 and 90 pw cans of the Sikh votes had bean cast in 
favour of its nominegas, Vas the prosacution of such men 
calculated to apntova the relati ne bvetwae the community 
they raprasented and the Government? Aa rogards the 
Becond ooint the contention of the sup.octers of the 
motion #a9 that evan if it nas conaider:d necassary to 

zo on with the case in the terth of enlightened public 
opinion fa the Province, it wae et least onl. right that 
the impression should Aot be created that the Government 
Was exCaesivily anxio 18 to cbtain the conviction of the 
accused, ani that this impression ws bound to vba created 
if insted of leaving the cuse to be conducted in the . 
co urea by the ordinary prosecuting sg:ney the Government 


craatad @ Sp30lal agency at enormous cost for purposes 


of tha caja, 


That wis the reply of Governmant to th 9 


enntentions? On tha second point practically no raply 
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was attempted berond seetetetie tha misatatamant in one 
of the speeches on ths wide of tha motion that one of 

the special public prosecutors sngaged in the case was 
Doing paid Rs, 600 per day, As if it mattered in the 
least Whether the actual payment was Re, 500 or 600 when 
the case Was to go on, Heaven only knows for what 
length of time, eartainly for many wmonths, As regards 
the Tirgst poin the Finence Mam ver tonk up the axtraordi-~- 
nary position that the only alrnatiy-s to the presant 
pol icy which nad b2-n suggested, namely, |& policy of 
Telease8 and 8n amandmant of the law had both been 

tried and had f alec, and, therefora, the prasent was the 
only volicy thit remained, We saraxpepren red to assume 
for the moment that botn the ai teen tives referrad to by 
Sir John hwe reelly been tried and have falled, though 
for our part we do not think either has been tried in the 
only Comlitions thst could premis» sucvass, Does it follo* 
that the pragmt policy will succeéé any datter? For one 
tho ing, ean Sqr John deny that this volicy too, like the 
otner two, in fact far azore than *+h3 other two, has been 
tried tefore now and that it has at least as -cignally 


LIsiled as either of tiem? Secondly, could any man with 


even a tenth pert of Str John's shrevdness and his insight 


into men and things for @ numant Oolleve that whera a 
whols commun ity 18 conc¢c:rned &3 pinitive policy is more 
Llikeiv to succaed than a policy of conciliation? It was 
@ distingvish «< British statesman who 3244 on & memoradle 
occasion that he did ant know the method of drawing up an 
indictmant apuawat &@ holo py wile. Our Wiss Pynjab Govern 
ee this casa not nerely drawing us an indictmant 


against a Whoie Commun ity, but actually hoping to win 


4 hesrt by punishing ib, Nothing else can ba meant by 


cr 


Sir John's stat amant that although he and his colleagues 


had male many “fforts which had bean infructuous, they 
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had not lost thair pattance or hops, 


We aSsure the Governmant with ali the stranzth 
of emphasis 4@ can comuand that it is following @ volicy 
fraught with danger and with disaster, It msy be that the 
past efforts at concilietion hava feed: We 4©Pra oure 
elves far from denying that soms efforts hays beon made 
to conell tate the Sins in the past, But the failure of 
these efforts could only 08 due to one cf two causes, the 
inher mt difficulty ani complexity of the vroblem or tha 
inadequacy of tha efforts themselves, perhans to 6 
combination of loth thease causes, And just because it 
was @o, it is the clsaar duty of the Government to procsed 
@long tia S44 gan wel lines, only w.th greater zeal, 
aavn 3tn3ag3 nv il cipcumspection, bacau:>s only along those 
Line: doss the hops of succoss lis, Tt 438 maanasa to 
imaging that 1% can be fowd on any other path, and 
eepeci@ily on the path that leads n.buraily and inevitably 
to gesater esbrangyment detwaen the Governmemt and the 


community, 
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Ehe Trioune dated sprit 10,1924, pare 4, cola te 


SIKHESAND GOV °RNM uNT 
AXKALI MOVEMENT WatrovaLis? IN QSTLOOK 


8. MANGAL SIUGI'3 STAT AMET 


Sariar Mangal Sy ngh, President f the Central 
Sixh Lexgue and a wenbor of th. Working Committes of tho 
National Conzra33, has mada thofcl owing statement to 


the aAkali Sahayak Bura2zu- 


‘wpxforts are Abaing main to create an 
fapression in the mind of the public tht the Sikhs sre 
not Willing to gr-#p tha hand af friemdship which the 
Governauns 2sciarst 18 alnzrs extended to then. I havea 
no doubt the cow unity much Sppr ach -te the genarso us 
reaafka which bota toe Sreretery of Stete for Indis in 
the Howe of Lords and the Home Meomve? inthe Assembly mad 
&bo wt then, Bub I am sorry that 10 atbenpt ie being nade 
to understand the sikh gaint of vise ant to remedy their 
grievance’. It is said erat the Sh gor. oni Gurudwara 
Parbygndnak Committeo ia beings unreasonable, What are tho 
fiucts? The &.G.P.C- and the ¢' krom ni AKeli Dl, which 
are bas two prumier gnd reprasentativa organisations of 
the Sikhs have been doclared unl awful, Practically all 
the leadars and a Vorty Large numberof worke.s have veer 
clapred into jatl®. fpe press has bee: forbidden to 
publish wae communications issued by tae sot roma 4 
Committes. Peodis giving donations te the Comnit%sea, 
eoliecting funds or rendering other ini: of assistance 
t> tne Committee have been batassed and tas gene Tous 
provisions of tra law have baon oat into aperation agouin- 
at chem. The use of post and tealagraoa offices has been 


ef weed to she Committ a. Byan 01e7 orders are not 
r 


ivered . The newspaper's which are @suoatnetic towards 
delive ° . 
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he } F ~~ = 
She Akali cause, gro bot: S Ratussad. Tho jathas which 


ere Quiy godag to shal Mreeu from the dDaginnine of 
1924 are afcrestec, teled end convicted ind sentenced and 
Saut to Mnuitan Jail then and th-re, Similarly from 14th 
ot Sept amber daily jathas of 25 man hav 9 voan Zoing %o 

J ai to ‘to Yesiumg the Akhand Path or the uninterrunted 
reawling of tha acriptura, They are arrest od and cepo rted 
to Baw and loft in a jum¢ia thas, The tr -atment meted 
out to the Shahidi Jatha is Wollknoyn, A ragulat campaign 
{# car fed on in the village Wiens yeo0ls Who ara sym- 
patoostic to the akeli3 aro arrested. lt is aftar thus 
thying the community hand end foct and after gagging 
vbem effectively that the “Land of friondship 19 off =rod 
tother . Ihe Sikhs have always baan ready for an 
honourable set tlemont and gvan toaay they are prsupared 
to grasp the hundof friendship vrovided tha offar is 
genuine and veal, But if, as Saaneees tha offar is 
mala only Filth the objact of gain .ne a tacbical advan- 
tage 1t¢ would aot jJacieve tha Sikna. Tho Sikhs ara a 
Simple, straight forward paopla. Tha gar> of diplomacy 
if foreign to them, Wyen thrre will be wa ganiwin®e guAture 
of friendship on ths part of Government I am sura they 
wili only ba glad to cl43y tha proferrad hand, But if 

on ths othar hiad Govarnamant wants to try vapression, 

it 13 townd ty fall vith the Stihe, It batrays % Wo ef il 
igmorgnce of 3ikh pescholo jy and history, The Sikis 


lo urish maar faptysgion und the Ehslaa ba grown with 


the biood of the martyrs, 


Side by sides with the yvolic:; of raproesaion 
thera ig also campaisn to misrepresentation about tus 
aime and objects of tha movamant, It ia often Said that 
tie Sikes are fighting to @at up Raj of their own. A 
serious allogation of this sort is likely to produca 


grave spprehensions in the minds of other communities, 
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but fortmatsly wa i-Tyiia are too Pamiliar with the 
"divide at inp ra" to 03 dncaived, “hese allagations 
are mada in order to alienata tha sympashies of other 
communities from tha Sikhs, but tha fact that the whele 
cawmtry hes ralliad te the Sikh causes is suffici ont 
Proof that these mierepr.. ntaticnd ery accepted at 
thatr trus Forte by the perpla 


OBI UCTS OF SIXH WOVEMENT 


; But in orcer that thare may be no micsuncer- 
Standing regarding thea otjects of Sith movemant, I den 

cl are tke it srphaticclly that the iéen of establ isuing 
a Sikh R.j has aever boon entertained by any Sikh, The 

S. G, P, GC. staid? sniy for the purification of ths 

Pl ecos of worship. 43 for tha national alma of tha 

Sikhs they are directed towards the atiatnment of Syared 
in common with thair eistear comnunitias. The Akali mova- 
‘ment though arncontisliy relig‘ous in epirit ia orgaenly 
Nationosl in gublcok. Al] the itars of conatructiva 
prograzna Lave been Gar ciad out to a vary large oxtent. 

A very high parcontage of Sich man and woman bave dia- 
ecarde* foreign cloth and taton fo the uta of khaddur. 
Tyink walich 138 a @toat aVil pravalant Aten the Sikhs, 
han been completely aradicated. The work of ‘untouchabi-= 
Lity bas Oem pushed on with great vigour. Liti-ation has 
bean considerably rsduced by privatesrbitraion. Thus the 
Akali wovemeant {8 a powerful an-iliury to the national 
Cause, | 


JAITO APFATR 


Rav with rogard to Jaitos, the sims of ‘the 
Jaton a Which ave ecing there a closer, The inatructionse 
Asguad to them by the Akali takht raguire them only to 


restoert the interrupted Akrand Path, Thurs seems to be a 
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guslicton in the offictal mind that tha Sikhs intend to 
Car-y on the Kavha agitation ander the cover of Akhan4 
Path ani wait to use Jatto as a basa for further agitatio 
Nothing ean be farther ffrom tha truth. gikha are ctoing 
thera to assert their freedom of unrastrictad worship 

and tiey hava no other ulterior objact. Tha Jaitce Satya~ 


ersha a3 such i@ tepasition of the Matarajah of Nabha. 


The Sikh case 1@ clar. They are fighting for 
the elemant.ry right of freedom cf wWorksnip end no amomt 
of repression ¢.n avail. In fact tha vu ferings and the 
dGecds os the pr-yera and are thus bawuide part and par- 
cel of the history and treditions of the Panth. Ag a 
friend of thea BRitish pac lo I maypojrt owt that the 
bitternors vwhioh if being Inevitably accumulated 4&3 a 
result of this in the minds of the pyople is fraught with 
@revo contectenoss for tha fucura, The Sikhs are not 
fighting for their seotional politcal accondanoy and in 
their Mligio ® etrugclie they have notintroduced any 
Witierior political motives; and on this issue they are 
Ruxxikwke slwey* open to an honourable settlemonit, Ag 
for thoite natiecnal sing the Stkh commmity will stand 
sho wlesr ty shoulder aicn their Hinda and Muslim brethren 
tn thea ~ fteht for thyiry cowtry's freedom. 


ew 
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The Tribunc dated anti) 18, 1924, ~ae. 1, col, 222, 
GOV», NMENT ANG Tit Sitka s 


Yo antirely acgtas With Sacdar Maneal Sanghi 
President f£ tha Gensral Sith Leqeaut, that in apvointing 
a Conmittes "ts astea tain ths wishsa of thoes oonat- 
Qerad most compatent to advits and to Penort ar to the 
principles on which a measure mizht now da framed for 
desling with tha administratin and manag-ment of Sikh 
Surdwaras and srrines" wr thout first crexting the 
condittons in which »lome ®uch an oanguiry could ve rade 
witn any exoecta Lon of ite Len@ine to Zruitful resuts, 
tha Panjab Government hag Llitariliy +t ties saat vo fora 
the horas, The Committee is to 28c2rtain the wishes of 
those moet competent to advise, Tow on sarth is it to do 
Bo, when most sf thoge who are "competent to aiviso 
the Government " are in prison? Ags thate man to de 
fenorad ov are thsy to ba cmsamMt.i wth ths halter of 
eoueterians; actual oY notmtial, round thats neck? And 
should not past axpsrience have defintely told the Pimja 
Government that thee F 3 mo Likelihood Whatever of tha 
Sikb community ggnaorelly or its vocal eaction in parti- 
evwiur considocring any pro oseal for Gurdwara reform or, 
indeed, for any other pr o8a,%0 long 8s so mony cf tts 
representatives and Lavlors wera in prison becan.o of 
their very seal for religiow refotm? It was on this 
pracisa root that ngost of tue previo © attompts at a 
Solution of tne siouian fers Wreckad, and ths fect that 
unother stiams is asw teins made in tha sane dtraction 
without keeping cl ar of the dangerous rock smsn73 that 
the Punjad Jovercmant te either awiliing or anavlo to 


profit aven by itz ofn recent experienca, 


tn truth it is the mest abaurd of all things 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


- S58 « 


for the Government to think of solving the Sikh probiom 
with the 8, S, B.C. declered as an mtawful body and 
with 4te moat aistinguished lezdars rotting in prison, 
The natwe of this absurd’ ty sun bo real ised when it is 
boras in mind that whea somo tina seo tas Goveram=nt 
passed a Gurdvarsa Bill in tae tasth of probeste on ta 
part ef thy Sikh publia zonerally °n? the Sikh manera of 
the Cowmcil in particular, it was this body wh'ch, in 
Spite of Lts avowed hostility to the official measure, ha 
to be definitely catrusted with the st tutory duty of 
@lecting a thicd of the tribinal which waa to engulrs 
ints and deciae cases of disputed Jhrines, aA gre ter 
Vestiasuy to the aurhotita tive ch Sere: the organise. 
ation it fo impogaibls *9 think of, The Governmart had 
the bant reason in the world to know that 209 far as the 
question of pu sieuse reform was concoried, the S,4.F.5, 
wae the only regrgacntative crgan of tha snutire Sikh 
comunity, And is not tha Govarnrait forced to bear the 
Bene testinony oven ia ita recent comrunigqgua, Wt theut 
perbups know‘ay thet it is doije £0? What elee ts mount 
by the fclicwing sign!ficant wor%*i- "Tyo Government 
unde’st anda thet @ consider -ble number of Sikbe would vo 
glsed to see en Act passed either in amenencnt of cr in 
Suvetit wticn for the Agt of Novem ber,1922, It Lee fer sou 
time past 1st it be knewn that it was raady to ccovuider 
any propog.is made to thie ond, provided *'+t they w- 
fers 22 Jonatia and would bse likely to reenive substane 
tial exupport from the lnterass: concarnad, No such draft 
measure nhs, how Wer, mplodate bear pw forward for he 
congiduration of Government," Only a Government ontiraly 
“Lacking tn imaginetion ond in insight couid have ssrioumy 
made thic & mat? sroof Comulaint, “,jat alse could the 
Goverment expect, after having pervetrutad the monu- 


montai blundsar of suppresSatizg oy at’ mpting to Suppress 
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the only representative body of the enmnunity and sending 
ite foremost leadars to pet{sen? Surly the Go varnnant, 


like every one ele+, con only roap as it 30Ws, 


. The Gurdwara probiam is beSnt with wartous 
difficuitiw.s in ona knows bot er than omselys¢, But toe 
Mannev in which tre Govornment wont to work to ranove 
“Be e difficulties mas entirel, and furdamantally wrong. 
Tt rads the miata a fron Sana liret of ant gan&fsing the 
Comuniit. by attack nz its keadma Llealera, by resorting 
€0 patel measarer whar> mernures of conciliation alone 
could bd. of any avail. [¢ wan literally a casa of Araving 
uz @n indiciment armpinet a whole eoipunity, From tire to 
“tine eeBurei of conciliation hav undentedly been tried, 
Sut they ka » never bean eith w cufficierntly unallesyed or 
suffic’ontly wh Le-he rtd, Ver. ofton they lost all 
their virtue ov ing to the ign ole ccupuny the Ware forced 
to kop. In 811 cases thay were of the natives of an 
excxption which oaly proved the rule of gonwal repressto 
On bis top of a Ssucce2sion of bul devs nav2cons, first, 
Guruke Bagh and then Jattu, the mamory of wa ch ranklez 
4nthe h ort of evory natrintic Sich, To Shine that a 
Solution of tha Sixh oroblam can bs found until this 
matory has vean partially effaced by ginsFous acts and 
tha present stmoaotre of strife ind contmtion snd 
bitterness Peplacad by ons of sAlmneca by the adontion of 
& gonaral poitiey of unqualitiad conciliation i3 to ar- 
pact th) iupos.idle, Bat us ant be misunderstood. Fa do 
considar bhe apocintment of tha Comnittoo a st»p in the 
vignt dizection. but 1f this stan is to auccaed it must 
ba Lonpeckat ed vy the abundonmsnt of the no cy of the 
asa bye the Fels. - Gurdy ta prisoners gr narallyand tha 
undertrisl l-eders in varbicular and the cancellation of 
the notificsution daclaring oie $.%.P,C, and the sAkall 


Del to 06 wunlarful boites. Unless and until this has been 


effort that may ba made for perce would ba #0 


done any time and energy thrown away. 


much 13d00"1Fr loat, 80 mnes 


Ve 
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The Trib’me dated May 3.1924, pags 2, cols. to 3, 


RESULT OF MR, PANIK :AR'S ENQUIRY 


al 
Amritsar, april 30 - In accordanes with a 

resolution of the Congress Worcing Committee, Mr, K.M. 

Panikkar, inchurge the Akal Sahayak Bureau, has submi- 


tted the following report with regard to the firing at 
Jalito;: = 


"The undisputed facts with regard to the 
Jatha are these; ~ | 

The Ss, G, P, C, has been sending regular 
Qaily jathas of 25 to resuma the Akhand Path at Gangasar 
temple at Jaito, It decided to bring the matter to a 
decision by despatching g Shahidi or Martyr Jatha of 
500 men, On the 9th F,ovruary the jatha started from the 
Akal Takht after taking ® solamn vow of nonvihb lence in 
thought, word and action, The declaration of orders de- 
finttaly state that the jatha sho: d remain perfectly 
nonviolent in the face of a11 provocations, The jatha 
evoked great enthusiasm on the way and at some halting 
atations the crowd 3eem3 to hava risen usto fifty thousan 
-ds, Upto Bargari their march was uneventful exceant for 
the larg@e crowd wh ich followed in thair wake, From 


Bargari the jatha left for Jaito at 12 o'clock, At 


Jaito the Adminietrator had made careful praparations, The 


road to Gangasar Gurdwara from Bargari bifurcites at some 


distance from the Gurdwara, one path leading to the as 
wunteue Tidth Sghib and another leading atraight to the “ 
Fort and Gangesar, At the corner, where gee ee Te a 
cates a posse of cavalry was vosted and & Lewisgun was i 
fixed. There was also telephonic connaction esta lished i 
between that voint and tha Police Station. The road to t 


Gangasar was narrowed by barbde’® wiring which would allow 
a 


only a few pwrle to pass at a t ime, Thus tha crowed ‘ 
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could be separated from the Jatha.Some sroops Were sta- 
tioned near Tibbi Sahin shrine also. Arter the Jatha and 
tha crowed haipassed the Nabha boundry Mr, W4lson John- 
ston, the Agministrator, approached them and told thes 
the conditions on which he was perparad topermit them to 
0 to Gangaser, The Jatha didnot heed this and marched 
forward avol ding the barbed wire fencing and swer ved to 
the right taking the vath to Tib.4 Sahib, The Administ- 
rator asked them to disperse which they did not do, The 
fire was opened but the jatha advanced in the face of 
bullets and reached Tibvi Sahib where they planted the 
flags and deposited their wm unded, From there the Jatha 
marched on to Gang aser,. On tha way they wore surro wded 
and asked to surrender, Thay were aure tvan3-orted in 


bullock carts to the Fort, 
THS IS3UES 


Thage facts are not questioned but, unfo>tu- 
nately, tha same cannot be said of the issues this report 
has to @oal with, The quastions to ve enquired into are 
the following: - : 

1. Had tae crowd any fireams or other dan- 
gem us weapo ns? 

2. Dqd the crowd take aggressive action? 

3, Was thea Aaministrator's action in firing on 
the crowd justified in any Way? 

4, Was there any pre-conceivet plan in the 
crowd accompunying the Jatha? 

5, Were the wounded looked aftar? 

6. The treatment of those arrested or in jail. 


7. Were the Akalis violent at any time? 
HAD THE CROWD FIREARMS? 


Phere was undoudtedly @ ver” larga crowd along 
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joined the Jatha in its maroh eo as to ba a le to witness 


what was evidently oing to be an imposirg relisious 
cerq@ony, The pious country folk anxious to.take part 
in the religious function joined in large numders, 
Doctor Kitchliew and otharg, Who tnsyected the jatha on 
the way, testify to the enormous anthusieasm in the 


villages and the great Welcome which the jatha w23 


éiven at every halting atation, The crowd was a vocy large 


one, numbering, probably many thousands, but 1% was be- 


having all along 2 a most orderly manner, 


Tt ie admitted that tha jatha iteelf maintain 


ef mo3t oxamplary discipline naturally swelled but all 
the statements made before ma agree on tha fact that 

the re 23 no disorderliness or disno sition to rowdyism 
on its part, By far, the lar.es part of it waa walking 
behind the procession or on the sides, but » fer wore in 
the front. In fact, the jathedar actually asked them to 
go behind ag it wowld be an act of irroverence on the 
part of the crowd to precedes the proc :asion, The satate- 
ment in the official raort, that the jatha advanced 


under cover of aix thousand armed Sikh3m os untruo, 
PRECONCEIVED PLAN 


"The quastion as to wheather tha crowd accom :- 
anying the jatha was part of a preconceived plan, a3 it 
49 sought to be made out, is 4 mors Serionus one, NF, 
Balwant Sqngh's account and the despatches in the Civil 
and Mil itary reer te sug7est that the crowed was in 
,teelf an organised party called the Durli Jatha wider 


tts own leaiors and it had come purposely to attack, 


Tt is suggested thit the Irregular jatha 


formed part of the plan of operation. There is 
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absolutely no evidence of this, In fact, the wh ole atti- 


% 
ude of the Jatha disproves the su:gestion, We have Dr. 
Kitchisa's on direct statement th 21¢ When the Jatha en- 


Ser ed the Nabvha territory the Jathedar addresiai the 


Cro7d and asked them not to accompany the Jatha, When the | 
Crowd deci :red that they were accompanying only for ser- 
Ving & religious cersmony they were requoitai to keap 
behind. No one was permit eats address the crowed or 

the Ja ha, In face of this, the attempt to corer up 
official pan tc by trying to picture the crowd as an 

army of 'Badmashes', maant aS an advance guard, would not 
hold water, On the othoerhand, I do not rime out the | 


sugzestion that 'Badmashes!' and undastrableas of all 


jlntarasting to note in this cesnnection that there w-re 
atrong rumours in BheS,ngat that a considerable number of 


such men had joined a8 ggents provocateur under 


kinds might have tried to join tha crowd, Tt 4198 also 
| 


orders from tha authorities; but I have had no reliable ; 
testimony to sudstantiate this and [ do not personally 
giveo c adence to this, But ore thing about tha crowd | 
is cartain, It did not carry any arms. It is trua tht 

‘cine people in the crowd, perhaps & considerable number, 
carried lath is and xirpans, but daside that they had no 

arms, All the witnesses I hav: examined are unanimous on 
‘this point, Dr, Kitchiew, who personally inspacte? the I 
jatha vefore it rasced ths Nabha frontier, decl sred } 
emphatically that they did not possess any, Even the | 
sp-cial cor aapondent of the Civil and Malitary Gazatte 
who exatind the trophies Capture? from tha prisoners, 

did not see any firsams, This is whit he say3:- : 
"T spent sone time m tnuaFort this afterno:n examining 
the wespons that were recovered from the scane of tha 


eonflict or taken from the prisoners in Tidvdi S,hid. 


There Was ® huge pile of bludgeons made from branches of 
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of trees 
» Some of tham faaranme Weapons kneyn as Thinbes, 


v 
hese ware MOStlY recovered after the flight of the Aka- 


lies » but from th ase Capt ured outside Tibi S_hid were 


aw a4 re 
ords which RY no DOs sible exagearation could ba ecillad 


Kirpang SpeArs,axss, bamboo culgeal®, = rake and @cmo 


Converted parta of sevriculturgal implsamants, It is not 


Claimed even in the Government communiqnua that any fire- 
armS Wese captu ed. If, as 1s suggasted by tha Govearn- 
ment, the crowd hai any firearms with them, how is it 
that not aven one Specimen, just as a Trophy, wa 
Captured when Such a large number of the Axa13 surrende> 
redt T am parfectly satisfied, both from tha statements 
of the highly responsibdia Witnessem and from infarane:s 


from the knuwn facts that the crowd Was absolutely un- 


armed except for the possession of the Lathia,! 
WHITHER CROWD TOOK AGGRESSIV™ ACTIN 


Referring to the qusstionn whether tha crowd 
tock any ¢eressive action, the raport says that thare 
fs wild exaggerstion in the report of Mr. Balwont Singh, 
Nalva, Magistrate. It saya thst "It might easily hava 
Deon that lathie were prominant in the hans of the 
villagers but 1% ie clear that no Violent action Yaa 
int Mded by the crowd." I further gave, "clearly the 
Govarnment accapts this tae first aggreasive action 
leading to tha deth of #0 many citizens came from tha 
precipitate ordar of the nuthoriti a thamselv3s." Dis- 
cussing the justifiction of th is order Mr, Pan:kkar Says, 
#I am conv inced that ti» Admin istrator bDecam> panicky 
and ordered fire as & reeult of fear. One santence in 
Dre Xytchlaews reort gives the clue. Nr. Johnstona, 
‘when he saw Mr. Gidwani and Dr, Kytchlet, told them 
‘You spoiled the whole affair. I had arranged for their 


peaceful arrest. As a result of your coming ¢ had to 
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changa my plan. Evidantiy the Administrator thought tha 
Profesaor GidwWanit ani Dr. Kitchlew were lwding a mob 
army to taka posession of Nabha and it is this stata of 
Panic int which he Was driven that ex~lains hi s order to 
firs. I hava not foune it Pos’sibls to estimate tha 
actual figures (of casualties) with any dagree of ditt 


correctnsss. Almost all the witnesves nut the number 


of killed at abo ut 30 and the Wounded abo ut one hundred." 


The concluding portion of the renort, refe~ 
rring to ths care of the wounded, is significant and 


rune as f01l1l0 wa: - 


CARE OF THE WOUNDED 


fag to the question of first aid to the wounded | 
the accuaations of delibarata callousness ara not borne 
owt by the facts admitted by tha witnasses . The Admin- 
istrator do 3 1.% 3aem to hav thought about the question 
veforehand and was at a logs whan actually faced with 

Sie pm blem. But the statennt@? of the wounded man zgree 


that after they had b:on taken to the Fort they ware 


supplied wth milk and efforts wre made to dress their 


| 
Wounds properly. The Whole incident seens to h we teen 
the result of panic. The Admin strator 6sems to have bem | 
under the impreSsion that en army Was coming to invade 
Nabha. It te this fais - and unjustificable inference | 
that was the cause of the troubles. The Akalis mvs re | 
peatadly decl ared that their object is only to mesume 4 
the Akhand Path but the Administritor was plcasad to 8) 
read other intentions into tna mgtch of the jatha and to 
act a8 if he was easiee a hoatile force, On the ; | 
ba | 


aviden e v-fore me and on thea pudlishead facts »f tha casa 


I oan only conclude: - 
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1. That the crowd was unamed excapt for lathis 


and was nev - aggrassivs, It cartainly had n> Serres 


2- Tha the jatha remained perfactly nonviolcnt 
to the end, | 


3. There was no justification whatever for the 
action of the Aqministritor and the fire, ewan if it had 
been openad only as a pracautionary measure, Was carried 
on for an unnec.:ssary length of time." 


The Tribune dated July 10, 1924, pagal, cols, p-3, 


THe JaAITO JULGMELT II 


Wy hav: already pointed out 3oma nf the genrral 
defects of the judgment delivered by Ral Sahib Amer Nath 
in shut ig known as ths Jaito casa, Wo have also indi- 
cated on what flimey grounds the aisi-tarested teatimony 
of a respectable American jo urnalist has baen disbelievead 
These facts alons are, in our opinion, e#uffict “nt to 
deatroy the judicial values of the vronouncoment. Sut they | 
are not all. Phere ars also grave 1 asal defects in the 
@rgwment which has apparently led the Lea-iad MNagistruite 
to convict the 22 accuses. Clear points of law have been 
ignored, vith the reeult that ea gtava miscarviag. of 
justice has taken place. To constitu’e a2 off-nes under 
saction undem: 149 of the Indian Panal Code it is 
assantiasl to prov3 (1) that the accugad b2longad to an 


unlawfal assembly, (14) that any maabsr or maimbere of 


auch assembly committed an offcs in prosscution of 


+. or sau7zh a3 the mem b- 
the common abject of that 88am bla, 


paneiée th, assembly knaz to 04 Likely t9 do committed 


in prosecution of taat objact and (444) that tha secused 
n oF = oo 
were ab the tima of tue committing of that of enc, : 


menbars of the zme ascembly. 


\: 
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AS rogar's the first, in the fice of Mr. Zimand'’g 
Peliable and thoro whily’ impartial testimony, which the 
learned Magistrate has given no adaquate reason for dis- 
carding, that the members of the crowed were ‘g00d 
humoured fellows" and that the crowd had no fireercs or 
any sharo edged Weapons ajcapt the kirpans, and in the 
absence of any disint->rested, indevendant ant roitable 
evidence to the comtrary, it passes one's conrroheision 
how thea gathering could be called an unlazf21 assembly. 
Nor were any firearms, which alone thiry ara #244 to rave 
used, captured,Tnese facts knock the bottom ont of the 
theory of ‘unlzvful assomdy'. Phen, &fain, there ia 
the bighest judicial authority for the sta:emoant that 
“if a number of persone asa-uble for a lavful purpose, 
and With the intention of carrying it oub Llacfully, the 
assembly doe@ not become uniewf 2 by the f ct tht they 
know they would be cpvosed and had good re.3szon to balieave 
th 4 a draach of the peice FoWd be committed oy those 
Who opposed them." More. "Although the conduct of the 
assembly excites others to & br@ch of the paaca, yt, 
unless tt is the object of the adaamvly to co so, 1% te 
‘not an unlawful assem tly on thit accnmt." Let us 
exanine the facta in tha present case in tae Licht of 
these weighty promo meen nts, Here ar> & large numdar of 
persons pl eiged to non-violenes in thelr attannt to 

ach leva ® lawful religims and. By their great self- 
sacrifice in the cause of their ral gion they atbract 
towards “"omsalves 8 dance number of anthusi wzwtic admi- 
rera who have no othar apnarmt object bit to pass the 
longest po as ible time in the company of tha fo mer. 

ALL of tham undo otadly know th t thay sowd be oppos ad 
% of ee peace Was likely to ve commi tt 


and that a breac 


by those who opposed them, but they had apparentiy no 


intention of provoking such breach of the pesc> then- 


Shy oe ee CUE ee 
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H 
SelV s. How can such « gath ering constitute an tunlaw- | 
ful absembiy?™ tte ask, ig there any independent and | 
reliable evidence on record to prove that the mathod 
followed or proposed to be followed by the crowd wag | 
unlaetul? The story of the possession end usa of fira- 


ares, we have seen, i# not asteablishel for no firearns 


| 
} 
Were produced. Ty9 story of the threatening attitude of | 


the crowd has also no disinternSted and indevencent 


wvidence to suprort it. When both there are taran ary, < 
what 18 left but a poacef i crowd assemblad to achiava ba 
em | 


& lawfal purrowze in g lawful manner? 


= £ 


AS for the second and tho third point3 wa hav 


a 


LF 


only to reiterate that tha 'common' objact of the saesombly 


a 


| 
Was quite iavful, de ng only Sha Starting of tre 7 
Akhand path, and tuat if at all any raliabie ovidenca iy 


existed against any dasultory individuals having commi- 


_ a 


tted any offanes it is oniy those particular individuals 


that 1t Would be risht to prosscute and, in Shat c2s:, 


a 


too, 1t wold bo necessary to prov. tae off ence in 


» 


each individual case. It wohld not sufficiea, saa it 


appears to have done in the pr-sant case, merely to 


— 
Via 


infer the guilt of an othervics innocent individual from 


the possible guilt of another, 


Lastiy, the sentancas pasied by tha learnad 


ae 


Magistrate are positively monstrous in snite of hia 


er a 


professions of regard for sex ani aga, To avard, tan, 


e-oven,or evan fiva years for an ‘offancs', which is 


= io 


at tha very best but doudtful, and Which, according to 
general belief and wnguastionabie independent t stimony, | 

| 
waa nev r committed, is ths climax of judicial perver- 


sity. This pourversity is particwWarly haigntsed in the 


case of the lady accused whos- crima, at its Worst, 


consisted merely in fanatical ajaculations on the horri. ;: 
i. 
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borritle loss of Life that had deen caus:d by tha 
firing vy the State force, It ia 'juiieial! vro- 
ne iincement? like this that hava undarminad and are 
further unie mining peopla's’ confidence in ths justics 
of law courts Which used not long ago to ve dasecri bed 


a3 tha strongest bulward of the Stata, 


own, 


the Tribune datod Sentemver 4 


13924, pag: 4, ¢o18,2,3.4, 


WHY THE BIRDWO D NEGOTIATIONS FAILED 


S. G P. C.'S VERSION 


In revieWing the Sikh aituation at a gardan 
party given to him at Amiaia Sir Nalecolm Hailay dace 
lead that the antire activities of the Govearnmant in 
regakd to Bre Akal i novemamt are directad towards the 
friendly act of saving them from thea inavitabls fate of 
& community which yields to the advice of those who 
attempt ta inculcate a mentalit wich ie contemotuous 
of the righ te of other communities and subdvarsive of ths 
awthority of the State. Bia Excallancy 3180 exprassed 
e-moathy with the damand for religious reform and for 
the enactment of legislation for the purpotea of a Panthic 
control of the shrin 3. Ag a Tamaiy for the present evils 
said His Excalienc , "we have offered rou that remedy 
before; we offer it »again." Evidently, What liys 
Excellency "-1ted to swsest by therapeutic allusions 
and vegue assurances Wax that the rec nt nagotiations 
Detwoen the Sikhs and the Governmant fFalled as a reswit 
of the intransigence of tha Axal 18 and of thair 
Mmontality waich 16 contempt ious of tha rights of the 
other communiti-:s and subversive of the authority f the 
atate", The following commanication sant to tha Sacre- 


tary of State by me 48 one Who tok part in tha negotiag 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com ‘ 


“ 


a 
- 70 « 


tions as a Peressntative of the 3. G, Pp, C6. wo wa prove 
Clearly that t @ Sikh damands Ware not onl: moder.ita 

In th an3salvas, but did not in any way interfars with the 
rights of other communities, The Sconaud banerteee did 
not eer the facts about th -3a negotiations, in Bpita 
of ins istert @emand from the pubic. Tia Committee has 
been fora>d to oublisn the trus version of tha co irsea of 
negotiation as a result of the unfounded allegations 
made by Hie Excallency obviowly for purposes of propa- 7 
@enda, Evidently "professors of & parjured p wblicity" 
axiat even outside the Akai ranks, The foliowing is tha 
full text of the commimication, Which has the full apo- 
roval of the Shiromani Committees and has bean shown to 


Me.Craik, tha Chief Socrstary to tha Punjab Government, 


Tha prblie can for themselves see how far wa 
have bean actuated by 2 sincere destre for pers: The 
Sikha hav alwavs been andi ar: tod y prepared for an 
hono uradls and equitadls Settlemant of the Gurdwara 
question. Bot if Sir Kaleolm wants to prolong our 
sufferings still further Hie Excellency will find the 
Sikhs r-ady to’ a man $9 che-rfill sacrifica evaryth ing . 
for tha sacral mission of Gurdwara reform. I hope the : 
Sih commun ty would rise eqwl to the occasion and | 


raceive the coming biow with perfect equanimity. | 
LETTER TO SECROTARY OF STATE 


* In its communiyue dated Jyne Sra Governmant 
has definitely announced that the idea of the Bird¥ood 
Committed has baan abandonad for the preamt as tre 
conversations betWe 2: th? Govarnmeant and the Sis shout 
prel iminsrias have aot pasultad in #n agreement. In crder 
thet there may not be any misunderstanding about the 
posit ion of tha Sikhs in this matter, tha follo®i ng 


stat meant is dent te you. fl 
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On ‘tha 17th April Sardar JoAh Singh and Sar- 
dar Narain Singh, two Sikh comcililorsa, after discursing 
the matsar with Gen = al Sgcretury, at Govacnn nt Hy wa, 
Lahore, mat the repres mtatives of the S.4.P.C, in 
Lahore Fort and outside and told tacm that the Government 
contemplated settl ment of Nabha, Jaito Gurdwar: Legige 
lation and Kirvan affaica and bad made suggestions 
accordingly. But a3 ths Government vas not abla to Carry 
out its own propesal about Nabia the settlement of that 
affair did not mature and it was agread upon by doth 
parties to proca-d with the solution of the other quas- 
tion lsaving tha Nabha queftion open. It was ths desirg 
of the Governmont that the aattlem mt showd taks the for 
of a confidential ogreematn, Tae Sixs agraaing, a docu- 
ment was drain up, in which Governmant agraed to tive a 
éefinittea written unduttaking abst thse relaa32 of 
prisin-2s ineinding thiaq under trial in Lahore Fort a9 
Well a3 those arrasted in connection with Jaito affair 
after tas vassage of se Gurdwarsg Bill] with tha cons nt 
of the Sikh coincillors. Toe draft docwant was drought 
by Bhai Joth Singh and Sardar Narain Singh on 28th april 
to the Se G. P. G. representative who preo-ofsad 3one 
ordinary amendman's woich Were bisad on religious grounds 
The S. G, P. ©. had of ite onn accord offeatad to suspend 
all forms of sa#itation in order to crests & calm a2tmos- 
pha re for the Birdwood Com tittee. The Gover nm ent agraed 
to cancel the Cr. Law Amondment Act Notification deci ar- 
ing the S. “. P. %, and the S. A.4, 2a: unlawful a8so- 
ciatimes and to abata nfroz fresh arr sts and other 
penal actions, vf course, tha go'ug of Jathas to Jaito 
ani Bhai Pheroo #23 to c#ass. The amendments desired by 


tha 9. G. Pp. C. were of suck ord inary and rasscnadble 


a nature that Buat Jodh Singh considersd she sottien nt 


ao licely thst he thought that another meating would not 


be necessary. He tnarefore asked for sad obtaines the 
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written authority of the 8. G. Pp, C. for hime sf and 


Sardar Narain Synga to Complets ths transaction and 


Sign on behalf of the 8, G, PP. co, Wnen on 1st May the 
two Sikh enunciliors mat the Tapresantativas 5f the 
Government, they wore faced with a neaW pronoizal. Thay 
Were told that the Funjabd Government instead of Making 
& confiduntinl agreamant want ed to publish a rasolution 
Subject to tha apnroval of tha Govornmant of India. This 
dyvaft rasolution disclosadé a nim ber of chingas from thea 
mo aition taken up by Government previously. Whan this 
Was BShown to the S.G.P.C. reprasenteativ :s they natural y 
eplied that thay falt tt wowd not advines m:itters to 
diseurzs prowsals that yat reguirel the anoroval of the 
Government of India, but Shat thay wara weaned to give 
a definite reply if sgonsthing wor? stown tham in a final 


shave. Afta tro wacks Silanes the Funjad Govarnnent 


nandsd to Bhat Join Singh and Sardar Narain Syngh on 17th 


of May a “revised draft of propossd resolution bythe 


Punjab Governmont," aporo ved by the Government of India. 


tt was found that the Govarnmant proposals 
had widsmwone furthor material curtailment, Ths dafi- 
nite undo ctuking wo wt tie e3le285 of all prisoners was 
now co sae tints a mere tnt :ntion to review the cases 
of certsin classes of prigonzrs ind release as many of 
them 4s possidla. The release of Sardar Bahadur Mehtabd 
Sangh and otauvrs in Lan ra Fort was distinctly omitted 
and the S. &. P. G. was asked to rely on a verbal a6 -u- 
ance about the withdrawal of thair case. There Wera 
shu chang *8 too. Tha S. Gp, C. cowd n:t accept the 
varval assurance and tue Yesniution as a whole and gave 
an elebdorate reply on the 18th May indicating how the 
ne. prupotials fala Vary mach Short of Government's own 
proposals tale praviously. While th2s¢ conversation 18 


had been goin on the Governmsant instew of giving tha 
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Sikhs an impartial @nqiuiry about the Jaito fir ‘ng 
which the 8, c. P. CS, nea baen lawn aing from ths 
Yaginning, startet at Navha a trial of 23 Sikhs including 
besides a Sikh lay, the Unad Jathadar and Jathader 

of the lat Shanidl Jaths, which hed bean fired upon on 
2let Febru.ry in spite of its admitted non-vi lence. | 


The S. ©, P, CG. in its repiy bad to notice this fact, sil 


On the 2nd Bhai Jodh Si2acth ws called at 
Simla and shown q draft announcement which Go-arnmont 


proposed to publish about the bre-* of negotiations and 


the abanconment of tha Birdwood Conmittoa as no agreamant 

co Ud be rexched, He did not take exc ntion to the “sh 
Wording Which Were colourlsess. On vane asked againl 
kowevor, hoe exproeS-sd his belief thas an honourable 
Satitlemant was not imsogs*i ble. Next day the Govarnment 
represmtativas give him to underst an? that certain q 
amendmen.3s co id be mads in the resjolution, but that on l % 
the question of release of prisoners, incl iding the 

Llesaters in Lahors Fort and those undergoing trial at ~ 


Nabh2, the Government's position rus «maltered. 


dheai Joth Sgnvh and Sardar Narain Syngh ’ 
saw the rapresantativas of the $.G,P,C. on tha 26th 
who vevifed thit they wanted an sxpl icit daclargtion \, 


about the uncondit ion&] Pelocase of. prisoners ~ointing ' 
‘ 


out, however, that, if the Government insisted on making 
ibs announe ment in a particular phraseology, it might i 


give a private writ en assurance th t the words really 4s 


moant th # #11 tha vrison re will be relasateai on tha 


passage of the 21il. Avnut the nrigonars md -rgoing 


trial at Nabha in conn action with the Jaito trag ay, ul 
the Ss. &. P. C. suggested tha altarnaztivas, Telaase of 


thoes orisonors along with other Pal ton vet so ner eta. 


inpartiel enquiry. Tae vie 4 Wore day emvayad to the 


Government dy Bhai Jod@h Singh in two lotters. On 23th 
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May he received a letter and telegram frem Punjnd 
Governm ant informing him that tha Govarnment wae not 


Predzrad to make any caange wid unless Covarnmant ve 


posais of May 23rd were accepted by moon on Monday, tha 


2nd June, the negottations may ve considared to hiv: 
sided, Thue, aftar dragging on for full two month3a and 
efter substantial agreaam at om most other points tke 
negotiations have wainly oroxen waere they had begun, 
that is, on tha question of tha raleate af orisonas. 
iny Gaurdtara Legis3l a&ion wo wld de doomed to failure, 

if thos'e who hav; suff red to secure it do not coma out 
to work it ard the bitternces due to their detstion in 
Jalil continues, It is hard to understand why the 
Government comd n.t give the required asaurance inl es2 
it meant to dutain the oc¥isoners and frustrate its own 
purposes of xr 3toring passe by giving the dasired lagis- 
laton. It is also claar that how modaratea t> 6 Sikh 
dew and was for in view of their tramendous sufferings at 
Nankana Sahib, Guru ka Hagan, Jaito, Bast Pherso, atc, 
by woich hundreds have loat their lives, thousands hava 
tbocn rendcrad destitutsa wand homeless, they night wall 
have pitched their demands much Ligher, but knowing 
that nobhing in the World could m&ke um for these 
sufferings Which mist go as a sacrifice for thir God 


and Gura thay only a3%ad for the role 8a of prisoners, 


Tho praesent rupture of nagotiations has 


co. firned the fear of tha averag? Sikh baat Govarnment 


doaus not ant ty roleasa the lexters and workeres of the 
34%) eommunity and that a Government which would not do 


taht wold not consent to give them & 3atisfactory 


Gurdwara Leg isl at on. Nothing strange , ‘f the Sikhs 


in view of thase past expereince and particula ly of 


the presant negotiations, insiat that their leaders at 
ale el ~ 


Least must first ba raleased #0 that they may af free 
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man halp to facinn the Bill and carry the whole 


comunity with them itn accspting and working it, 


It may also be pointed owt at tha end tha t 
so far the question of the personnal of Birdwood 
Committers had not been discussed and that there had deen 
no opportunity for agreement or disuzgreemint on this 


point. 


, 
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